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THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair at 10.45 am, and read prayers.

PETITION - WORKERS' COMPENSATION

Chiropractors - Signing Off Work Certificates
MR THOMPSON (Kalamunda) [10.47 amJ, I have a petition addressed in the following
terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, request that in the interests of injured workers chiropractors be
given the legal right to sign incapacity certificates for patients attending them under
the provisions of the Workers' Compensation Act.
Your petitioners humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and
your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 156 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER; I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 104.1

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE - STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Western Collieries Ltd - Advance Payment

THE SPEAKER: Earlier today I received a letter from the Leader of the Opposition in
respect of a matter of public importance relating to the payment by the SEC of $15 million to
Western Collieries as an advance payment for coal.

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.

[Five members rose in their places.]

Mr Pearce: Only just.
The SPEAKER: Could I ask members to stand again. It is an important point.

[Five members rose in their places.]

The SPEAKER: Sufficient members having risen, in accordance with the Sessional Order,
half an hour will be allocated to each side of the House for the purpose of this debate.

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch - Leader of the Opposition) [10.52 am]: I move -

That this House expresses its grave concern at the actions of the Government in
ordering, and defending, the payment by the State Energy Commission (SEC) of
$15 million to Western Collieries as a payment in advance for coal, and calls for an
immediate inquiry into -

(a) why the payment of $15 million has still not been received by Western
Collieries Ltd;

(b) whether the SEC complied with the terms of its contract with Western
Collieries in making the payment;

(c) whether or not Tony Lloyd acted with the authority or approval of the Western
Colieries Ltd Board in
(i) purporting to negotiate the arrangements on behalf of Western

Collieries, and

(ii) receiving the cheque and then dealing with it,

(d) whether by doing so Tony Lloyd or any other person has committed an
offence under Section 229(4) of the Companies Code; and
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(e) whether the SEC will now actually receive the coal it has paid for.
First I want to refer briefly to a letter that the Deputy Premier handed to me just prior to my
beginning this debate. It is a letter from Freehill, l-ollingdale and Page addressed to the
Deputy Premier and, referring to the motion I have now presented to this Parliament, it
indicates this -

The matters referred to in the notice of motion are the subject of instructions which
we have received from SECWA in respect of which litigation is contemplated. On
the commencement of proceedings the matters the subject of the notice of motion will
clearly be sub judice as they deal with the very issues which would be the subject of
the litigation.

It would be most unfortunate if the matters proposed to be debated were aired in
Parliament because of the prejudice that might result.

Mr Speaker, the rules of this Parliament with respect to sub judice are quite clear. Litigation
has not proceeded on this matter, and whether or not it is contemplated really is irrelevant to
the points I want to make in this debate, because the matters I will raise relate quite clearly to
this Government, this Premier, the Minister for Agriculture, and the Deputy Premier in
particular. They are the three ringleaders in what would I call probably the major scandal of
the Rothwells affair.

The major scandal began when the cheque itself was paid - a cheque, I remind members, that
was authorised and ordered by the Minister for Agriculture in the full knowledge and with the
approval of the Premier. The midnight, late night secret meeting on 20 October arranged that
payment which was then ordered against SEC advice -

Mr Parker: That is not true.
Mr MacKINNON: - and paid the following day. To this day - 10 November - the cheque has
not been received by Western Collieries Ltd.

The second point in that motion is very important: Has the SEC in fact complied with the
terms of its contract with Western Collieries in making this payment? Were the negotiations
undertaken with officers authorised to handle those proceedings? It is my understanding that
Mr Lloyd certainly was not such an authorised officer. It is also my advice that the payment
did not comply with the contract negotiated between those two companies. In fact the cheque
did not go to Western Collieries. but to Mr Tony Lloyd.

Ainother fundamental question which must be asked is: What action was taken by this
Government, or the Minister at the time - the Minister for Agriculture - and what action did
the State Energy Commission take to ensure that it paid the money to the right people - to the
officers authorised for that purpose? [ will stop at this stage and ask the Deputy Premier if
the commnissioners and board of the SEC were consulted at all on this payment. No, they
were not.

Mr Parker: That is not true at all.

Mr MacKIN4NON: Fifteen million dollars! Were they consulted? When?

Mr Peter Dowding: Just make your speech.

Mr Parker: I will respond later.

Mr MacKINNON: After the payment was ordered and made - after the horse had bolted.

The third and probably most important aspect of this motion is: Did Mr Tony Lloyd act with
the authority and approval of the Western Collieries, Board? Let us remind this House and
this Government of these facts. Mr Uloyd was a director of Western Collieries, but only one
of the directors. He did hold other positions with Rothwells; but that is irrelevant to the
activities of Western Collieries. Western Collieries is a company in its own right with a
board of directors, with each of those directors having responsibilities to its shareholders - at
that time only Rothwells - to its creditors, and the other usual responsibilities that are always
applicable to a director. So the fact that he was the managing director of the major and only
shareholder is totally irrelevant to the duties he had as a director to the board of Western
CoUieries. Bearing that in mind, these facts are vitally important: Tony Uloyd acted without
the authority of the board. Did he have the power to receive that cheque, and did this
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Government check on that? Was Mr Uloyd a signatory to cheques for that company? Did he
have the authority to endorse cheques and deal with money on behalf of the company? Had
that been given? I think if we checked, and if this Government came clean, the answer would
clearly be no.

Where did Mr Uloyd deposit that cheque and why did he not then discuss it with the
managing director of Western Collieries and the other members of the board? I remind
members again that the first time the board knew about that payment was when it was
published in The West Australian on Friday 28 October, after I raised it in this Parliament by
way of a question and subsequently the Deputy Prernier admidtted it publicly. It was not
disclosed to the public voluntarily. We gathered the information, we made it public, and the
Government was forced to admit a late night, secret meeting the week before the payment
was made. The board did not know about it. As for this business of the letter going from
Western Collieries, it went on 10 October, as we know, but then no further discussion was
held with the company other than with a director not authorised to handle those procedures -

Mr Parker: That is not true.

Mr MacKINNON: - and without the knowledge or approval of the board.

Mr Parker: That is simply not true.

Mr MacKINNON: That is absolutely rock solid. I challenge the Premier to provide the
evidence that that is not true.

Mr Peter Dowding: Provide the evidence of your assertions!

Mr MacKINNON: Finally, the Premier bears the sole and primary responsibility for this
matter, which is: Did Tony Lloyd act illegally? Section 229(4) of the Companies Code -
which is a Western Australian law, not a Queensland or Victorian law and not legislation
relating to the National Companies and Securities Commission - reads as follows -

An officer or employee of a corporation shall not make improper use of his position
as such an officer or employee, to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage for
himself or for any other person or to cause detriment to the corporation.

Detriment to the corporation - Western Collieries has not yet received that $15 million
cheque. The State Energy Commission of Western Australia has indicated publicly through
that document that it is likely to be the subject of litigation. Did Lloyd cause detriment to the
corporation? Quite clearly that may well be the case and this Government has no alternative
whatsoever but to order an inquiry immediately into that section. Has that section been
breached? The Government can use all the mumbo jumbo in the world, and can say that that
is not relevant. The Government can say, as it has time and time again, that it is the subject
of action by the liquidator. However I remind the House that the provisional liquidator is
looking into Rothwells and not Western Collieries. Our observation is that Western
Collieries has been severely damaged and Tony Lloyd is a director of Western Collieries.
This State Government has the responsibility to now pursue that matter.

I remind the Premier that he is now inexorably entwined in this affair and he must take
action. When we debated this issue on Tuesday the Premier said -

There is absolutely nothing about paragraph (d) which justifies an external inquiry
because the real issue is what happened to the cheque when it was received by a
Western Collieries director.

I agree totally with the Premier: The real issue is whether Tony Lloyd acted properly or
improperly. There is clear evidence -

Mr Peter Dowding: What forum do you want for determining that?

Mr MacKJNNON: The forum is the Premier and the Government facing up to their
responsibilities and ordering an inquiry immediately. I remind the House that this
Government might not order this inquiry because Tony Lloyd happens to be a member of the
Australian Labor Party, a Government appointment to the board and a man whom the
Prem-ier clearly has a vested interest in protecting. The Premier is not interested in
administering the law of this State. He is prepared to sit in this Parliament and allow the
Deputy Premier to take the running, so that he can hide behind the fact that it may be
somebody else's responsibility. The buck stops clearly directly opposite me in this
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Parliament, with the Premier of this State. It was convenient for the Premier to say on
Tuesday that the real issue was what happened to the cheque. That is the real issue and he
should now stand up to his responsibilities.
The other important factor in all of this is what will happen to the $15 million cheque? Will
the SEC get its coal or will it not? Where is the money? Our information is that it is with
Spedley Securities Ltd. 1 heard somewhere today that the Commissioner for Corporate
Affairs 'in New South Wales has ordered an inquiry into Spedley Securities Ltd. That
Governiment is prepared to take action, but what is this Government doing? It is appointing a
committee to look into something in the future. This Government isnot prepared to face up
to reality or in fact to back up the words of its own Premier. He said it, not I - that ". . . the
real issue is what happened to the cheque .. "That is still the $6 question. That cheque is
bouncing around St George's Terrace to who knows where. Whose cheque is it? The people
of Western Australia authorised that cheque by this Government and nobody knows where it
has gone. It is no answer for the Premier or the Deputy Premier to say, as they have said over
the last few days, that the provisional liquidator will look at that. I remind the House again
that the liquidator is looking at Rothwells and its winding up, but Western Collieries is
entitled to this cheque. Perhaps the cheque was paid to assist Rothwells - the Deputy Premier
admitted it was paid to help the cash flow liquidity problems of Rothwells. However, Tony
Lloyd was a director acting on behalf of Western Collieries in this instance and he had a
responsibility to that company and its board. This section of the Companies Code, this law,
appears to have been breached. If I am wrong, there is a clear responsibility on the pant of
this Government to prove that by ordering an inquiry immediately to find out the facts. If
nothing is wrong, everything will be cleared up. However, if the law has been broken, the
Government must stop playing favourites with its political appointees and powerful friends,
and face up to the reality that the law is the law and must be administered. The public of
Western Australia is sick to death of WA Inc and a Government that plays favourites with its
friends at court.

I conclude with the words of the motion with which we started at the beginning of the week,
and that is that the only way the Government can properly address this affair is by ordering
the appointment of a special investigator under the Companies Code to look at Rothwells.
We need an inquiry to find out what is happening with Tony Lloyd and Western Collieries -
that is a separate affair '- but overseeing that there must be a full and frank inquiry. That is
not the job of the provisional liquidator; it is the job of a special inquiry to find out what went
wrong. I remind members of what is happening to this State's reputation at the hands of this
Government. In The Australian today Brian Fryth wrote -

It is in the national interest that an investigation is held because Western Australia's
'.wild west" style of public-private business is harming Australia's investment
reputation abroad.

Western Australia's reputation is in tatters because of the actions of this Government.
Australia's reputation is now being severely and significantly damaged and it is time the
Government stopped the haemnorrhaging by ordering that inquiry immediately, and showing
the public of this State that even the Government's friends have to abide by the law.

MR COURT (Nedlands - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [11.09 am]: This State is
facing a monumental scandal because of the Government's actions.
The Government is pretty nervous. Last night in this House the Opposition asked the
Minister for Mines, when we were trying to get an explanation of that $15 million, whether
that money had been paid -

Mr Parker interjected.

Mr COURT: We were talking about coal at Collie and we asked, "Has the money been
paid?", and members opposite replied, "Yes, the money has been paid." We now find that we
have been totally misled. That money has not been paid to Western Collieries and what
should have been a reasonably simple exercise of the SEC paying $15 million for some coal
to Western Collieries is now a major cover up.

Mr Lightfoot: Are you saying that the $15 million has not been paid?

Mr COURT: It has not - two weeks after the event. Members opposite cannot tell us what
has happened. But the Premier and the Minister for Agriculture, acting for the Deputy
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Premier, did the deal. They are the people who should explain. This Parliament is the forum
in which this matter should be discussed; this is the forum in which we should receive that
information.

During question time last night F asked two questions as to why Corporate Affairs had not
taken action under the relevant sections of the different Acts available to that department.
The answers basically state that a provisional liquidator has been appointed and that there is
no need for fuirther action. As we are facing a major financial scandal of this type, one of the
first things Corporate Affairs should do is carry out certain duties under that legislation. I
have written today to the acting Commissioner for Corporate Affairs. I intend to table that
letter at the end of my speech.

The SPEAKER: Order! That is nor possible but the member may lay the letter on the Table
of the House for the balance of the sitting.
Mr COURT: It is an important part of my speech. The letter reads as follows -

In view of the information which has been made public in relation to the financial
dealings of Rothwells and its associated companies 1 am concerned that the Western
Australian Corporate Affairs Office has not taken the necessary steps to carry out an
investigatory hearing.

As I understand it such an investigation is allowed under Section 7 of the National
Companies and Securities Comnmission's State Provisions Act in conjunction with
Section 16 (A) of the Western Australian Companies Code.

I also believe that action can be undertaken with the powers provided for under
Section 12 of the Companies Code and Section 8 of the Security Industry WA Code.
In the light of the seriousness of the current Rothwells situation and the huge lasses to
the Western Australian tapayers I would have thought this to be a prudent course of
action to take.

am also very concerned about the financial dealings associated with a $15 million
SEC cheque being paid to Western Collieries for coal but not being received by
Western Collieries.

I would appreciate these matters being examined.

The Premier has said that because a provisional liquidator has been appointed we do not need
to wonry. A liquidator is an expert in managing and selling assets of a company and
distributing them to the creditors. He has to establish proof of the debts of a company, and
his strength is not that of an investigator. The provisional liquidator in this case will have a
huge team working to clarify the situation and to establish who will receive preference of
payments. So we need an investigation so that all avenues can be explored; for example, the
accounts issued in January and July - and the liquidator will not do that.

The Opposition has many concerns about the $1 million. Section 556 of the Companies
Code states that if directors of a company enter into transactions, for example accepting
deposits knowing that they cannot pay that money back again, they can end up in gaol. If
fraudulent deals take place directors may end up serving five years in gaol.

Section 371(l) of the Criminal Code states that a person who fraudulently takes anything
capable of being stolen or fraudulently converts to his own use or for the use of any other
person any property is said to steal that thing or property.
The situation is serious but the Goverrnent has decided to sit back and do nothing. An
immediate investigation should be undertaken; one which looks into the loan activities which
have taken place between the different companies. and at the insider trading that could have
been raking place.

Mr Parker: That could have been taking place?

Mr COURT: Yes. It is of great concern to the Opposition that the Government has decided,
in this case, to take the same action as it took in relation to the $5 000 cheque from the
Teachers Credit Society: The Government will attempt to tough it out; when forced into a
corner, it will probably take action to rectify the situation.

The $15 million purchase from the SEC should have been a reasonably simnple transaction.
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We would not have supported that transaction on commercial grounds. The Government has
tried to assist the Rothwells bail out; it has been caught out and bogged down in a quagmire
of deceitful dealings which have become the hallmark of the Government. The Governm ent
can hide no longer; it has to accept responsibility for its actions. We urge members apposite
to come clean and to accept that a full inquiry is necessary. Corporate Affairs should be told
to get in now before it is too late.

Mr Peter Dowding: Why will it be too late?

Mr COURT: Anything can happen in the next few months because one important action with
an investigation is to move in and obtain all the books and records of a company before
anything can happen.

Mr Peter Dowding: In relation to this?

Mr COURT: That is standard procedure in a Corporate Affairs investigation, Mr Premier,
and you know that only too well with your legal background. The Premier should explain the
situation to this House; he should not hide behind the fact that he has appointed a provisional
liquidator.

Mr Peter Dowding: We have not appointed a provisional liquidator; the court has.

Mr COURT: The Premier should explain why Western Collieries did not receive the
$15 million; it should have been a simple transaction. The member for Collie must be very
concerned because the people of Collie are beginning to wonder what is happening to the
coal industry if the Government allows such a transaction to take place.

The SPEAKER: Do not sit down. The member is very close to failing into the same trap -

Mr COURT: Mr Speaker. I formally and with great pleasure second the motion.

MR PETER DOWDIN(; (Maylands - Premier) [ 11. 18 aml1: Two things can be said about
the Opposition. First, the glee with which the Opposition has greeted the failure of Rorhwells.
is absolutely obscene. Secondly, the use to which the Opposition wants to put this Chamber -
as some sort of star chamber, trying people and giving them an unequivocal coat of guilt in
the discussions and debates in this House - is an absolute travesty of the proper role of a
Parliament.

The Leader of the Opposition was given the courtesy of a document when he came into this
Chamnber, which was not intended to stifle debate but to alert him, as part of the processes of
Government in this State, to the implications of unwise assertions when potential litigation is
in place. The letter from Freehill, Hollingdale & Page simply says that the matters referred to
in the notice of motion are the subject of instructions which we have received from SEC WA
in respect of which litigation is contemplated. The letter also says that it would be most
unfortunate if the matters proposed to be debated were aired in Parliament because of the
prejudice which might result.

The document was not given to the Leader of the Opposition in any sense to stifle him. The
document was given to the Leader of the Opposition in order that he might be able to exercise
some of the responsibility that falls on the shoulders of people who sit in this place. This
place does not operate independently of the community as a whole, and the responsibilities
that we must bear in Government are also to be borne in Opposition. The Opposition has
shown, time and time again, that it is unwilling not only to have any vision in Western
Australia's future but also absolutely unwilling to take any hard decision at all. In October
last year the Opposition was invited to participate in making a hard decision and declined to
do so. At least it can be said about the National Party that it had the guts to say where it
stood; that cannot be said about the Liberal Party.
The weak and trivial way in which the Opposition suggests that unless we immediately
announce today the guilt of a whole range of people irreparable harm will be done to Western
Australia is, frankly, a frightening example of the way in which the Opposition views
democracy. Thte member for Cottesloe has already demonstrated, as have other members on
the Opposition benches, what he thinks of democracy. It is not trivialising things to point out
that people cannot be tried in this House. Apropos of this debate, I remember it was said
when the Swan Building Society failed: Why didn't the Government immediately take steps
to institute an inquiry? Who was the Government protecting? If one looks in the paper today
one will see that two former senior executives of the Swan Building
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Society have been charged. That is the way in which charges should be laid, not by
politicians.

Mr Macinnon: I am not suggesting you should lay charges.
Mr PETER DOWDING: If the people of Western Australia ever allowed the Opposition to
take power we can see the sort of Government we would have. Section 54B of the Police Act
would be invoked; we would not be allowed to discuss matters of public importance without
the permission of the Government, and, if we did, charges would be laid.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PETER DOWDING: 1 have two examples of where, when the Opposition was in
Government, it actually caused charges to be laid. The Liberal Party initiated the process by
which charges would be laid.

Mr Macinnon: We didn't let John O'Connor off.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The Liberal Party should be careful. A certain Mr Raoul actually
initiated charges. Firstly he wrote to the Government, and the Government asked the Police
Department to pursue the matter at all costs. As a result, three people were charged with
alleged offences under the Electoral Act and every single one of them was acquitted. The
Liberal Party when it was in Government tried to .un the Police Department, but could not;
nor could it run the juries. We will not take part here in a Star Chamber where people are
tried for the sorts of allegations that have been made in this House today. If the authorities
are going to investigate matters, they will investigate them, but they will not investigate them
because politicians demand it.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for Murchison-Eyre who interjected gets his riding
instructions from Sir Charles Court. Yesterday he received a phone call from Sir Charles
Court giving him his riding instructions on what he was to say in this House. He is weak, and
is perceived by his own party to be weak, and that is why Sir Charles Court is running around
holding his hand.

Mr Lightfoot: You are breaking up.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Members opposite are an absolute disgrace as an Opposition. They
have no guts at all and no vision. The interjection from the member for Murchison-Eyre -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I apologise to the Premier for having to interrupt him. I understand
that during this debate there will be a number of interjections, but I do not want them to be as
disorderly as they are becoming.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Let the Leader of the Opposition interject and tell this House
whether or not last week it was with Sir Charles Court that he went avisiting? Was it?

Mr Macinnon: I don't want to -

Mr PET7ER DOWDING: Was it?

Mr Pearce: A secret meeting.
Mr Parker: With whom?

Several members interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: With whom did the Leader of the Opposition have a secret meeting
last week? It was with Sir Charles Court.

Mr Macinnon: Administer the law.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PETER DOWDING: This State has a potential dispute in a matter unconnected with this
debate today between a major Australian company and a substantial interest of the State, and
where was the Leader of the Opposition? He was cap in hand going round for a quick
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donation. He was saying, 'Perhaps if we do a secret deal to try to subvert the interests of the
State we will have a little donation." Perhaps the Leader of the Opposition will tell us whom
the meeting was with last week.
Mr Macinnon: I went to the Waldey Awards, actually.

Mr PETER DOWDING: With whom was the secret meeting held? Tell us about the secret
meeting.

Mr MacCinnon: I didn't have any meeting that decided to steal $15 million from the people
of WA.
Mr PETER DOWDING: There was a secret meeting at which the Leader of the Opposition
tried to subvert the interests of the State, with his hand out for money. H-e could not put bath
hands out because one was held by the only man who thinks he is strong enough to control
the Liberal Party, and that is Boy Wonder's dad.

Mr Court: Let us talk about political donations to parties. Why has your party got millions
of dollars to spend on television advertising campaigns?
Mr PETER DOWDING: I am quite happy to have the legislation the Opposition wants, but I
can tell the member for Nedlands that we have a heiluva overdraft.

The member for Murchison-Eyre interjected a few moments ago to the effect that there was
some urgency in politicians raking action, and not the authorities, because the documents
about Rothwells and Western Collieries might disappear. I can assure the House that one of
the responsibilities of the provisional liquidator is to secure the documents of Rothwells. I
am confident that the Supreme Court of Queensland 4pointmnent, which has been greeted by
The Australian Financial Review and The Australian in glowing terms, will ensure that that
happens. There is a distinction between the role of the Executive and the role of the
judiciary - between the role of the Executive and the role of organisations like the Corporate
Affairs Department. Regrettably, that distinction is so blurred in the case of the member for
Murchison-Eyre that he cannot see the difference.

MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [ 11.28 am]: There are several
issues here which should be explained. No matter what the Premier may shout or say, I did
not hear any explanation at all.

Mr Peter Dowding: The Deputy Premier will explain.

Mr COWAN: Maybe the Deputy Premier will, but the Premier did not. The fact is that
payment was made, allegedly for coal, to Western Collieries. Although a cheque was paid - I
assume it was to Western Collieries - it has not yet been presented or, if it has been presented.
it has been dishonoured. In other words, Western Collieries has not received any of that $15
million for an advance purchase of coal which was made by the SEC. The Government
cannot say that it washes its hands of this affair, as the Premier has just done.

Mr Peter Dowding: No, it doesn't. It doesn't say that.

Mr COWAN: Nor can he say that the judicial system should take over and follow its natural
course. That is what he said.

Mr Peter Dowding: No, I did not.

Opposition members: Yes, you did.

Mr Peter Dowding: No, that is not right.

Mr COWAN: I suggest to the Premier that in his excitement and willingness to shout down
the Opposition he really was not aware of what he was saying, because that is what he did
say.

Mr Peter Dowding: I said "in respect of charges", which 'is what the Opposition was calling
for - charges to be laid.

Mr COWAN: With all due respect, Mr Speaker, I point out to the Premier that this motion
does not call for charges to be laid, it demands an inquiry. There is a substantial difference
between an inquiry and the comments made during the course of the debate that perhaps, as a
result of the inquiry, a charge or two may be laid. This motion calls for an inquiry.

Mr Macinnon: Straightaway.
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Mr COWAN: I am sure there are people on the Government side of the House who
acknowledge that and would be asking for an inquiry themselves.

Mr Peter Dowding: I made it clear that the SEC is taking action. There is no question that
action will not be taken. We are not sitting on our backs ides.

Mr COWAN: The truth is that an agreement was entered into between SEC WA and Western
Collieries Ltd for an advance purchase of $15 million worth of coal. A cheque was made out
but to date the funds have rnot been received by Western Collieries. Surely in the interests of
openness and accountability, the Goverrnent should acknowledge that something is
seriously wrong. A Government institution entered into those negotiations with the fun
approval of the Minister for Agriculture arnd, some people say, at the direction of that
Minister for Agriculture who was then acting for the Minister for Economic Development
and Trade. Having done that, surely it is this Government's responsibility to follow that
through and to do something about it. It is not appropriate to say that this matter will follow
its natural course.

Mr Parker: We are taking action.

Mr Peter Dowding: But politicians should not be taking action.

Mr COWAN: I have not heard of any actions being taken. How long has the cheque been
floating around the financial world - 15 days?

Mr Mac innon: For three weeks.

Mr COWAN: For 15 days to three weeks. It is not sufficient for the Premier to say that
action is being taken. What action is being taken?

Mr Parker: I will tell you in a minute.

Mr COWAN: Let us hope it is a little better than the performance so far because quite clearly
this activity, if anything, has cemented in the minds of the public a total mistrust of this
Government.

Mr Tom Jones interjected.

Mr COWAN: The member for Collie should go and talk to his people at Collie.

Mr Tom Jones: I don't need your permidssion to talk to them.

Mr COWAN: He should Listen to what they have to say about this matter. This, to them, is
almost as bad as the stockpiling of coal. Those people do not know what is their future. It is
an absolute disgrace that this incompetent Government has made an advance payment for
coal and is not able to get that money to Western Collieries. It is also a disgrace for the
Government to say that action is being taken and then to not offer proof of that. It has
cemented forever in the minds of the public of Western Australia a mistrust of this
Governiment to deliver open Government and something in which the public of Western
Australia can place their trust.

MR PARKER (Fremantle - Minister for Economic Development and Trade) [11.34 am]: I
provided the Leader of the Opposition with a copy of the letter from Freehil, Hollingdale and
Page prior to this sitting, most of which he read to the House, but the whole of which I will
table for the information of members. I did so not because I was seeking to use some
Standing Order or some form of the House in order to stifle debate because it is quite clear
that litigation has not been commenced - there is no allegation that it has been - and it is quite
clear that the sub judice rule does not apply until that l itigation commnences.

Mr Hassell: And is listed for trial if it is civil litigation.

Mr PARKER: I provided the advice to the Leader of the Opposition before the House sat as
a matter of courtesy and I now provide it to the House -

Mr Macinnon: A few minutes before it sat.

Mr PARKER: Okay! I only got it a few minutes before the House sat and I only got a copy
of the Leader of the Opposition's motion a hour before the House sat so we are not talking
about swags of time. I provided the Leader of the Opposition with a copy of that letter to
ensure that the Opposition and Parliament understand that the State Energy Commission has
a legal position in thdis matter and its legal position is being pursued by it - I will come back
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to the derails of that in a moment - and it has a very firm position as to what its role is. Of
course, that position is at variance with the position of CSR and potentially at variance also
with Western Collieries whose position is not dissimilar to the Opposition's position. Itris my
job as the Minister responsible for the State Energy Commuission to protect the commission's
position and to ensure that its legal position is advanced and certainly not impeded by
anything that might be said in this House. That was why I provided the Opposition with a
copy of the letter and that is why I will table it for the House's information at the conclusion
of my speech.

Mr MacKinnon: You bear the responsibility because the Minister ordered the payment to be
made against the commission's advice.
Mr PARKER: That is not true. I have acknowledged right up front that a direction was
given to the SEC by the Minister for Agriculture in his capacity as acting Minister in charge
of my portfolio. I acknowledged that the day it was raised with me.

I will go through what happened, although not in great detail because of the legal position of
the SEC. I will give as much information as I can without putting at risk any position that the
SEC might be adopting. The SEC received a letter from the Managing Director of Western
Collieries Ltd, Mr Crawford, dated 10 October, in which letter he put forward on behalf of
Western Collieries a proposal for advance purchase of coal - not new coal that the member
for Contesloe often talks about, but coal within the existing contract - and to pay for that coal
in advance on terms and conditions which were favourable to the SEC. Subsequent to the
receipt of that letter, that same gentleman who wrote the letter, Mr Crawford, had discussions
with the SEC - this is in contradistinction to the comments by the Leader of the Opposition -

Mr MacKinnon: When?

Mr PARKER: After 10 October.

Mr MacKinnon: When?

Mr PARKER: On more than one occasion with the SEC about the details of the terms aind
conditions and what was had in mind by Western Collieries in relation to that matter.

As I said in an answer to a question from the member for Floreat last night, the SEC has had
a longstanding contractual relationship with Western Collieries. Indeed, as Mr Herbert, the
Deputy Managing Director of CSR and, at the moment, the Chairman of Western Collieries,
said, it is not an unusual or extraordinary practice for two contracting pantics who have a
longstanding relationship with each other to undertake those discussions. There is nothing
untoward about that.

Mr Macinnon: We want to know where the cheque is.

Mr PARKER: I will come to that. On the one hand the Leader of the National Party asks me
to detail the circumstances leading to the payment of the cheque and, when I do, the Leader
of the Opposition asks me to forget all about that and just deal with one aspect of it.

As Mr Herbert said, not only is it not unusual in the generality in which Mr Herbert was
speaking, but it is also not unusual or unprecedented with Western Collieries because at this
moment and for some years past, during the time in which this Government and the former
Government have been in office, there have been continuing ongoing payments to Western
Collieries for the removal of overburden in advance.

Mr Peter Dowding: We are not even getting coa!

Mr PARKER: That is right, simply for the stripping of overburden in advance. Why was
that done?

Mr Macinnon: It is irrelevant.

Mr PARKER: The Opposition was critical of the whole deal.

It was done because Western Collieries Limited needed funds to maintain the work force
during the downturn created by the advent of natural gas. There is nothing unusual for
payments to be made when no coal is received. Those payments have been made to Western
Collieries for six or seven years or even longer.

As I have already said and have never sought to hide, a direction was given and a cheque was
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made out - the SEC knew that the board of Western Collieries was aware of, and interested
in, the prospect of purchasing coal in advance because it had been approached by the
managing director of the company on that basis. The SEC had subsequent discussions with
that individual about it and, in the final analysis, a decision was made, not in the terms
originally proposed, but on lesser amounts of coal. He was talking about a greater payment
when he raised the matter. However, a decision was made to provide $15 million by way of
payment in advance on certain terms and conditions. A cheque was drawn by the SEC, made
payable to Western Collieries Limited and crossed as such. It was paid over to a director of
Western Collieries Limited, Mr Lloyd, who at dhe time was also -

Several members interjected.

Mr PARKER: I have never hidden that. He was acting on behalf of Western Collieries and
the managing director had indicated the company's interest and its advocacy of that. That, as
far as the SEC was concerned, was the end of the matter. Western Collieries claims that it
does not have that cheque.

Mr Macinnon: It did not know about it for a week. Can you explain that?
Mr PARKER: I do not believe that. Mr Herbert said that he understood the cheque was
deposited in an account in another financial institution in the name of Western Collieries
Limited. 7Tat is what he said. Mir Herbert also said that a cheque was paid by that financial
institution to Western Collieries and it was received by it earlier this week and that, for legal
reasons - which no doubt will be the subject of ongoing discussion and perhaps dispute - the
cheque was stopped at some stage.

Mr Lewis: It bounced.
Mr PARKER: No, it was stopped. Those matters are the subject of ongoing discussion
between the various participants and I have little doubt they will be resolved.
To take up the point made by the Leader of the National Party, the SEC is fimly of the view
that it paid a cheque, payable to the appropriate recipient and crossed pursuant to a discussion
which it had with die ful knowledge of the managing director of the company. It also has
some legal remedies and that is what Mir Meadows, a partner of Preehill, Hollingdale and
Page, who has written the letter to which I have referred, said. It also has some remedies
available to it to ensure that its position is fully protected and those remedies may be against
both Western Collieries and, potentially, the financial institutions involved.
Mr Lightfoot: Axe you aware that the New South Wales Corporate Affairs office is
investigating the $15 million?

Mr PARKER: I do not know that it is.
Mr Lightfoot: I am telling you it is.

Mr PARKER: If the member for Murchison-Eyre is telling me that it is I am happy to
receive that information.

Mr Macinnon: It was in this morning's The Sydney Morning Herald. How come they are
taking action and you are not?
Mr PARKER: As I said to the Leader of the National Party, as far as this Government is
concerned the SEC is taking action to ensure the security of its funds and its coal and it has
the right to take action against a variety of areas.
Mr Macinnon: You said a week ago that you did not care less where it was.
Mr PARKER: I did not say that at all. I said that the SEC has courses of action available to
it and that action is being taken.
Mr Hassell: Is it suing Tony Lloyd?

The SPEAKER: Otder! The member for Cottestoe will come to order.
Mr PARKER: The member for Cottesloe really is extraordinary. I cannot tell the House the
detail of the action because, as I said before, it could well prejudice the SEC's position.
Ongoing discussions are taking place between the parties in an attempt to resolve the matter
in an amicable way. I expect that the matter will be resolved. If the matter is nor resolved
then the SEC has legal action that is available to it. I can assure the House that if it comes to
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that whatever legal action the SEC needs to take to protect its position, to protect the position
of the coal, to protect the position of the people of Collie and to protect the position of its
funds, that action will be taken.
Mr House: Are you saying unequivocally than you have no worries in regard to this
transaction being honoured?
Mr PARKER: That is not what I am saying. What I am saying is that I believe the
transaction will be resolved amicably and dealt with appropriately. I am quite confident
about that. The reason I made the point about the SEC's position is that if the matter is not
resolved amicably it will be resolved by litigation. I am confident of the SEC's position - it is
confident of its position and its lawyers are confident of its position. A variety of remedies
are available to it.
I have tried, in a fairly calm and dispassionate way, to outline the situation. I am obviously in
a difficult position because it is not appropriate for me to damage the security of SEC funds
by outlining in great detail what is the position of the SEC. However, to the extent that I
have been able to I have dealt with the issues raised and, like the Premier, I ask that the
House defeat this motion. I now table the paper to which I referred at the beginning of my
speech.
[See paper No. 568.)
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (2 1)
Mrfltaike
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Clauko
Mr Cowrt
Mr Grayden

Dr Alexander
Mr Berta
Mr Bridge
Mr Burkett
Mr Carr
Mr Cunningham
Mr Donovan
Mr Peter Dowding

Mr Greig
Mr Hassell
Mr House
Mr Lewis
Mr Lightfoot
Mr Macinnon

Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge
Mr Tom Jones
Dr Lawrence

Mr Mensaros
Mr Schell
Mr Thomnpson
Mr Fred Tubby
MrfReg Tubby
Mr Watt

Noes (29)
Mr Marlborough
Mr Prcer
Mr Read
Mr Ripper
Mr D.L. Smith
Mr P.J. Snmi
Mr Taylor
Mr Thomnas

Mr Wiese
Mr Williams
Mr Maslen (Teller)

Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan (Teller)

pair
Noes

Mrs Beggs

Question thus negatived.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
Closing Days of Session-

On motion by Mr Carr (Minister for Local Government), resolved -

That for the balance of the present Session so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable Bills to be introduced without notice and to
proceed through all: stages on the day they are introduced, and to enable messages
from the Legislative Council to be taken into consideration on the day they are
received.

Ayes
T& Crane
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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
Nor 224, 22S - Grievances

On motion by Mr Carr (Minister for Local Government), resolved -

That for the balance of the present Session Standing Orders Nos 224 and 225, relating
to Grievances, be suspended.

BILLS (3) - INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING
1. Mineral Sands (Allied Eneabba) Agreement Amendment Bill
2. Mineral Sands (Cooljarloo) Mining and Processing Agreement Bill

3. Wesply (Dardanup) Agreement Authorization Amendment Bill

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Parker (Minister for Economic Development and
Trade), and read a first tune.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURE REVIEW COMMITTEE

Report - Department of Sport and Recreation Camps
On motion by Mr D.L. Smith, resolved -

That the report be printed.

EASTERN (;OLDFIELDS TRANSPORT BOARD AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Armadale - Minister for Transport) [11.57 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill is aimed to put into effect an agreement reached with the Town of Kalgoorlie and
Shire of Boulder to secure the future operation of public bus services in these municipal
districts.

Before relating the key points of the agreement, for the benefit of members I first touch upon
the history of the principal Act and the events leading up to the introduction of this Bill. The
initial Eastern Goldfields Transport Board Act was proclaimed in 1947. Its purpose was
twofold: First, to constitute a board to manage and operate public transport in the Kalgoorlie-
Boulder region; secondly, to take over the operations of Kalgoorlie Electric Tramways
Lin-ited. In 1984, the 1947 legislation was replaced to reflect the contemporary trading
activities of the board rather than the functions performed at the time of transition from
tramways. The goldfields region remains the only region in the State where a public bus
service is operating under an Act of Parliament administered by a locally constituted board.
The Director General of Transport has a statutory responsibility to advise the Minister for
Transport on the administration of the Eastern Goldfields Transport Board Act, including the
board's capital and other financial needs. Regulations made under the Act currently provide
for the Govemnment to fund 50 per cent of trading losses incurred by the board with the
remaining 50 per cent being shared equally between the Town of Kalgoorlie and the Shire of
Boulder.

A review of the Eastern Goldfields Transport Board was conunissioned earlier this year by
my predecessor, Hon Gavan Troy, and was undertaken jointly by the Department of
Transport and Transperth. The impetus for the joint review came from a substantial
escalation in the board's trading deficit in recent years and the additional cost burden faced
by the Town of Kalgoorlie and Shire of Boulder in meeting their share of the increased
shortfall. The approximate losses incurred by the board over the past four financial years are
as follows: In 1984-85, $47 800; 1985-86, $132 100; 1986-87, $335 300; and 1987-88,
$298 600.
in approaching my predecessor, the two local authorities argued that their level of
contribution was too high. When coupled with the ever increasing cost of providing all
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forms of other services, they claimed this was having detrimental financial repercussions on
local ratepayers. They also pointed out that no other local authority in the State, including
urban authorities in the case of Transperth, directly contributes to or has a statutory obligation
to contribute to deficits sustained in the operation of public bus services. The Town of
Kalgoorlie and the Shire of Boulder still felt obligated to assist the bus service financially,
and were prepared to do so, but wished their contributions to be limited.

The arguments raised in support of lower contributions by the two local authorities could be
countered to a certain extent by the fact that both councils are represented on the board and
were, therefore, party to initiatives taken by the board in developing its budget estimates.
However, it was clear that a case existed on precedent and equity grounds to justify a change
in funding arrangements. The agreement reached with the two local authorities provides for
the board's 1987-88 trading year loss to be met in accordance with the existing legislative
requirements. Comnmencing with the 1988-89 financial year, the contributions of the Town
of Kalgoorlie and Shire of Boulder will each be limited to $40 000 per annum, indexed to the
Perth All Groups Consumer Price Index, or 17.5 per cent of the deficit, excluding provision
for depreciation, whichever is the lesser. The Government will distribute the remainder of
any loss. The revised funding arrangements will be dealt with by amendment to the

I turn now to the present composition of the Eastern Goldfields Transport Board. It is normal
for a board managing a commercially oriented agency to consist of persons with a spread of
expertise relevant to the operations in order to enhance input into the decision making process
and achieve the best possible results. This is not necessarily the case with the Eastern
Goldfields Transport Board: Of the six board members, one is appointed by the Minister as
chairman; two are elected by the ratepayers in the area; two are councillors appointed by the
local government authorities; and one is an employee elected by the hill-time employees of
the board. In simnilar circumstances, I am sure any Government holding office would prefer
to draw upon people possessing particular managerial expertise and business knowledge,
relative to the function performed by the agency, to ensure the optimum results were
obtained. The Governiment is represented on the board only through appointing the
chairman, although it provides the major proportion of funds.

Furthermore, under the present Act the Minister for Transport's statutory influence over the
board's activities is minimal and, unlike many Acts, the Eastern Goldfields Transport Board
Act 1984 does not empower the Minister to direct the Board. There is clearly a need to
reconstitute membership of the board to provide for greater State Government representation
in order to more adequately reflect the State's financial commitment. It stands to reason that
if more Government support were provided - as we have proposed - then the Government
should have more say and control over the operation of the bus service. While the existing
board has served the golddields weUl for many years, to avoid a further escalation in the

* deficit it is proposed that changes now be made in an endeavouir for the bus service to
* improve its financial position. The alternative of a much diminished public bus service is not

seen as appropriate by the Government.

In essence, the main objective of this Bill is to place Government in a position where it can
bring greater financial, planning and technical expertise into the organisational structure. The
need to overhaul the management structure was identified in the agreement reached with the
two local authorities. In addition to the revised funding arrangements previously outlined,
the key points of the agreement with local authorities include -

A board of management will be established comprising three or four members with
expertise in bus operations to report to the Minister. It is intended that the chairman
of the existing board will assume the role of executive chairman until such time as the
new position can be advertised. The management board will replace the board as
presently constituted.

The Minister will also appoint an advisory committee comprising 12 to 15 members,
representing the two local government authorities and community organisations, with
each local authority being invited to nominate three members. The role of the
advisory council will be to advise the board of management.

The Government will ensure continuation of a regular passenger transport service
within the Town of Kalgoorlie and the Shire of Boulder, and protect the interests of
existing staff employed by the board.
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first five to LU miles of roadside out of every town collecting an enormous pile of junk. That
position has changed dramatically, which is due almost entirely to the work being done by the
Keep Australia Beautiful Council. It is deserving of the highest commendation for its efforts.
Item 1: Amount required for Services for the year -

Mr CLARKO: The amount allocated for the school education program has been decreased
from $39 000 to $35 000. Also, the enforcement program allocation has been increased from
$1 597 actual last year to an estimated $8 000 for this year. Can the Minister give the reasons
for these variations?

Mr CAR.: The items to which the member for Karrinyup refers are not, in fact, items of
Government expenditure necessarily but are, in fact, items within the budget of the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council. That budget totals some $900 000 and comprises a State
Government contribution of $184 000 and private sector contributions of $722 000. Because
of the nature of the council it makes its own allocations in relation to how it wants to use the
money available to it. It has been the tradition that the Government's contribution has been
towards the administration of the council and the private sector's contribution towards the
various programs. So in that sense the allocation by the council of money for various
programs is a matter not so much for the Government's consideration but for the council's
consideration. I do not have a breakdown of the reasons why the council has made particular
allocations of the funds available to it.

Mr Clarka: Are you able to say whether they sought more money from the Govemnment than
what you gave them? Secondly, are items of this sort taken to be their responsibility and not
yours, although it could be that they have changed them to lower amounts than you were
prepared to give them?

Mr CARR: I am not sure whether we received a request for a greater allocation this year.
The amount allocated by the State Government has been held static for a number of years,
and it is normal for a request to be received asking for an increase in the State Government
grant. Secondly, the allocation within the funds available is the responsibility of the council,
not the Government.

Division 33 put and passed.

Division 34: Regional Development and the North WVest, $2 395 000 -

Mr COURT: Could the Minister tell me whether the Minister for Regional Development or
the Minister for The North West is responsible for Budget allocations under this Division?

Mr Carr: The Minister for Regional Development is responsible for the administration of the
department and for Budget allocations. There is a departmental officer who has specific
responsibility for north west issues and who reports directly to the Minister for The North
West.

Mr COURT: So the director referred to in the Division is the director in charge of the
department as a whole?

Mr Can: Yes.

Mr COURT: Does that director have any say over the Geraldton Mid-West Development
Authority, the Great Southern Development Authority and the South West Development
Authority?

Mr Car: Not in a direct administrative sense. Those development authorities came tough
a process where they were at one stage sections within the Department of Regional
Development and the North West. They have since been given their own statutory basis, and
are now statutory bodies, reporting directly to the Minister. That is not to say I do not discuss
matters affecting those authorities with the director of the department.

Mr COURT: So the Departent of Regional Development and the North West does not have
to do very much these days because we have the South West Development Authority, the
Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority and the Great Southern Development
Authority, and the Minister is responsible for the North West. So what does the Department
of Regional Development and the North West look after?
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Mr Can: That department looks after the area of the north west and all of the rest of the State
that is not directly served by the three development authorities you mentioned.
Mr COURT: The Minister would agree that that is an unusual concept. We could probably
do away with the department because of the responsibilities of the development authorities.
Mr Canr: I do not think so because there are still pants of the State for which the department
is directly responsible. The department has also a general policy and philosophical
responsibility.
Mr COURT: The Minister said the department is directly responsible for the north west, but
that could be bandied by the Minister for The North West.

Mr Can:; Yes, through the department. The advice that the Minister for The North West
receives comes through the department, via the director.
Mr Bridge: It is effectively an extension, where we have one large organisation - the
Department of Regional Development and the North West - which encompasses a regional
concept round the State.

Mr COURT: It does not, because it does not interfere with the South West Development
Authority, the Great Southern Development Authority and the Geraldton Mid-West
Development Authority, which have their own directors and boards.
Mr Canr: The department does not interfere in their day to day running, but does have a
general policy responsibility on a Statewide basis.
Mr COURT: It is all pretty confusing, and I believe there have been a lot of political reasons
for the Government choosing a structure such as this for regional development. This is a time
when we are talking about smaller government, and it would appear there could be some
rationalisation, particularly when autonomy has been given to these individual development
authorities which have been established. The concept of regional development in this State is
interesting. The history of Australia is such that for some reason Australia has always been a
highly urbanised country. Its population has always been centred in the major capital cities,
and very few people live in the country regional areas. I believe the approximate figure is
that 80 per cent of the people live in cities, and 20 per cent live in regional country centres.

Mr Canr: That is using a fairly broad interpretation of "cities". That would not just be capital
cit ies.
Mr COURT: I meant metropolitan areas. The situation in China is the exact opposite:
Eighty per cent live in the country, and 20 per cent live in the cities. The cities are still pretty
large - 10 million or 15 million people. Regional development has been a difficult exercise in
this country because we have tended to concentrate people into metropolitan areas. Regional
development has been boosted mainly by agricultural and mineral developments. It will in
the future be boosted by tourist developments. Kalgoorlie is a classic example of an area
which grew because of goldmining. The Pilbara has grown because of the mining of iron
ore. The Pilbara was sparsely populated when it was predominantly a pastoral area. I can
recall visiting Port Hedland before Goldsworthy Mining Ltd went ahead with its project, and
when there were only a few hundred people in that town. I remember that Elders Pastoral
had a small store, and that was about it. The iron ore industry, followed by the oil and gas
industry, has enabled the Pilbara to expand. The Kinmberley has gone through some mineral
developments with Argyle Diamonds and the lead-zinc project, but the Ord River scheme has
probably had the major influence on what has taken place in the Kimberley. That area is still
sparsely populated. Broome is being developed around the tourism industry.
So the regional development of this State has an interesting history. We have to be realistic
about it - economic forces will eventually drive that development. I believe the Pilbara will
go through some very rapid expansion in the decades ahead. We have in the past heard a lot
about the potential of the Pilbara. We believe it is due largely to Liberal Governments that
this potential has been turned into reality. This Government has tried to continue the
development of that area. I predict - and I said this in the Chamber the other day - that
Karratha in 10 to 15 years time will be quite a large city. Over the years I have enjoyed
watching a place like Karratha grow and its facilities improve. We recently attended a
resources conference at Kanratha. It was great to be able to go to a college which had good
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lecture theatres, and to go to a community centre which had restaurant facilities as good as
any in the world. I felt while I was at Karratha that the development which had taken place
was similar to the development of Houston, Texas, which was predominantly oil and gas
based.
The beauty of the Pilbara is that it does not have to rely on oil and gas; it also has iron ore,
gold, and no doubt other minerals which will be discovered and mined. The development in
the Pilbara and the Kimberley will be driven largely by the mining industry and to a lesser
extent by the tourism industry. That is not to say there will be no problems. The costs are
probably one of the major problems people have to face, both those running businesses and
those living in that area. It makes sense for there to be a special taxation regime for people
living, working and running businesses in both the Pilbara and the Kimberley. Proper
taxation incentives will do a great deal to develop that pan of the State. Once we have that
sont of development, it will be easier to develop the agricultural potential, particularly of the
Kimberley region. Here is an area with a lot of water resources at its disposal. In places such
as the Fitzroy Valley, fertile lands can be put to better use than they are being put to now.
These two areas have that potential, and it is the challenge of Governments to turn that
potential into economic development. Any Government should see that as a challenge to
look forward to.
Turning to some of the more specific areas, there is concern about regional development. We
have the examples of Bunbury and Geraldton, and the same thing is occurring now in the
Kimberley. When Governments start building up these concepts of regional development
they tend to choose places such as Bunbury and Geraidton, and they build there, often to the
detriment of the surrounding towns feeding that region. The Minister would know only too
well that people outside Geraldton always complain of the services which have been
concentrated in Geraldton. Everything seems to take place in Geraldton. Where certain
services used to be provided in the towns, they were now being centralised, and places like
Bunbury and Geraldton becamne big bureaucratic centres. Instead of seeing it as regional
development, people in those areas saw it as centralisation and it was not helping the region
as a whole.
In the Kimberley all the Government services now tend to be concentrated either in Broome
or in Kununurra. Those are the two attactive places from which people want to operate.
Derby sees itself as the poor cousin. For example, the ABC is considering establishing a
regional radio station at Derby - in fact I believe the land for the station has been bought - but
there is now concern that it will be relocated in Broome. The people in Derby consider the
radio station would be better located in Derby to service the stations and mining industries in
that area. I would appreciate an indication whether that regional radio station will be built at
Derby or relocated to Broome.
As regards closing the flight control centre at Derby, many of the pastoralists and people in
the mining exploration game in that area use planes extensively. It is about the only way to
get around easily. Over the years the flight control centre at Derby has provided a
tremendous service, particularly to pastoralists, who tend to use a place such as Derby for
shopping, the provision of health services and the like. They will now lose that flight control
facility, which will now be operated through Port Hedland and back to Perth. This tends to
take away a personal touch which is quite important to operating a plane in that area. For
example, all the people who live and fly in that area have a personal knowledge of the people
in flight control. Because they are living in the region, they understand the special
difficulties and circumstances under which these people operate. Sometimes flexibility is
necessary, as, for example, when giving approval to landing a plane in the wet season. There
might be a sick person on board a plane and, instead of using the airport, permission might be
given to use the main road alongside. These are the sorts of decisions which must be made.
They are against the rules, but what is happening must be explained to flight control. This is
just one of' the services which has been very good in the area. Some of the people who fly
regularly in the area have expressed concern at losing that service, if it has not been lost
already.
Another area of concern which could perhaps be covered under the agricultural division in
this Budget concerns the abattoirs operating at Broome. There is concern that that abattoir
will have to close if it cannot be given certain quotas for the type of cattle it is handling. That
is causing concern to the pastoral industry, because there is no longer an abattoir at
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Wyndhamn, and an abattoir is needed to handle the programs, particularly the B-tech program,
where that abattoir at Derby is handling production mainly for manufactured meat. Certain
minimum quotas have been asked for to guarantee that that abattoir remains open. I suggest
that the Minister for The North West puts pressure on the Federal bodies involved to make
sure that that abattoir maintains its minimum quotas.
I believe there is talk of an abattoir- being constructed at Kununurra. The Minister might be
able to update us on progress being made on that sort of proposal. We have been rather
critical in recent years about what has been happening to the pastoral industry in the
Kimberley. The Minister made a lot of noise about the restructuring of the pastoral industry
when the Emanuel properties were purchased. False hopes were built up among local people,
and it was said they would be able to purchase viable pastoral leases at reasonable prices after
the carve-up.
Mr Bridge: That is not true. 1 think it is unfair and dangerous at this stage for you to be
suggesting that false hopes were put forward. The early stages of the restructuring are now in
place and five leases are coming on stream. You and I cannot at this stage say whether they
will be costly purchases; the figures have not been assessed, and that needs to be borne in
mind.
Mr COURT: The Minister must be fair and realise that the first station, Leda, was sold to big
pastoral interests which own about I1I stations in that area. The Aboriginal people have more
than their share of these pastoral properties. They have what was agreed to in that rather
funny arrangement in which the Federal Government gave money to the State Government to
help buy the Emanuel properties. They did get those properties, plus more that have been
purchased, and people have been asked to put in submissions for those five blocks about
which the Minister is talking. But the prices will be beyond what small people would ever be
able to pay.
Mr Bridge: How do you know about this?
Mr COURT: Because this Government has given an indication as to how much money has
been spent on improvements. As the Minister knows, I was talking to a number of
pastoralists in the Fitzroy region a couple of weeks ago, at a PGA meeting. With the sorts of
values that were being discussed for properties that have been sold there in recent times,
some pretty close assumptions were made as to what the properties would cost. I would like
to think that, when the Government considers who will get those pastoral properties, it looks
at some of the people who have put in offers - people who have worked in that area for a long
time and have proved themselves to be good operators in the field but who in most cases will
not have the financial backing to enable them to purchase one of the properties. I would like
to think that some proper consideration is given to their expertise in this area. Perhaps their
submissions will be ridiculously low because that is all they can afford, but perhaps a more
novel method might be worked out whereby some of those people could be formed into a
consortium so that the smaller people can get a bit of land. The Minister keeps saying that
the Aboriginal people want land in that area, but they have heaps of land in that area and
these people feel equally strongly that they want land in that area too.
Mr Bridge: You know that has been a very strong commitment that 1, in particular, have
given to those sorts of families. You know that. I have always said to you and to people
publicly that we must do everything in our power to ensure that kind of family takes a stake
in the industry through this process. I agree wit your comments. Secondly, I have already
made an examdiation of the so-called novel approach you have suggested as another means
by which we might be able to ensure their entry into this area.
Mr COURT: Many people have a false impression that pastoralists in the Kimberley are
wealthy. By and large they work damned hard in very difficult conditions. I have visited
most of the stations there over the past two years, together with the shadow Minister for
Agriculture, and some of the housing conditions of these so-called well off pastoralists are
pretty deplorable. They are pioneers who have helped to develop that region and we must get
things into perspective and recognise the type of people they are and what they have done to
pioneer the opening of that area. Their work has made it much easier for the mining
companies to come in, and gradually the infrastructure is improving.
As funny as it sounds, I cannot stand that hotel at Fitzroy Crossing. To me it stands for
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everything that is wrong with the Kimberley region, including the drinking problems of the
Aboriginal people. I would not normally say that the introduction of a new hotel would
improve a situation, but [ think the development of the new hotel at Fitzroy Crossing will do
a great deal to improve Fitzroy Crossing, because instead of people going'straight through
that town they will now stop there in the first class accommodation. It would be fun to stay
there when the Wet is on - the hotel, built on stilts, would virtually have the river running
around i. I think people involved in tourism will now treat Fitzroy Crossing as a destination
instead of a place where people used to go in, perhaps do a quick run up and down the gorge,
and leave the same day rather than stay overnight. That new hotel, and the fact that Halls
Creek now has a good hotel facility, will do a great deal to introduce people to that area.
I also raise the question of land availability. It always strikes us as rather unusual that in a
country with so much land difficulty is always experienced in getting suitable land for both
residential and commercial development. For instance, Broome is under extreme pressure.
Many blocks are being released there but I get the distinct impression - and I think the
Minister would agree with me - that there is a tremendous demand for land in Broome
although the prices unfortunately are now becoming very high. It is difficult for first home
buyers, or home buyers who want to live in that area, to purchase land, and I believe water is
one of the biggest restricting factors in Broome and Derby.

Mr Bridge: You could say that has been an impediment to development over the years in a
general sense throughout the State.

Mr COURT: What I a-rn saying is that I feel the town of Broome wants to jump ahead much
quicker than it is doing.

Mr Bridge: It would have to be fast, then, because it is already pretty rapid.

Mr COURT: That is the problem. Issues such as water should be addressed. Not only
should we have enough water for what is happening there at present but also we need
schemes for the provision of water to cater for development well in advance. I think the
Minister would agree it is one of the restricting factors. I do not believe it should be an
expensive exercise. It is a matter of locating suitable water resources nearby and spending
money on capital works to get that water ro the town.

I do not want to bring it into this subject, but when one visits some of these rural water
seminars, or when one goes to Derby and Broome and listens to people's complaints, it
makes one wonder that this Government has spent so much money on problems such as
Teachers Credit Society, Swan Building Society, the petrochemical deal and Rothwells. It
would be great if, instead of that money going down the gurgler, it could be put towards
infrastructure and provide things such as water supplies to these places. The Minister knows
how much it would cost to upgrade the water supply into Broome, for example. We could do
away with the desalination units. If someone is building a holiday resort they have difficulty
putting in a grass golf course because of the water problem. That is where [ would like to see
taxpayers' money spent. If the Government has record amounts of taxation coming in
because of strong resources prices and so on, that is the type of area it should be spent in.
That will ensure we have proper regional development.

Mr Bridge: You have made your point and I appreciate that it is correct. The rural water
strategy we have in place currently does commnit in the order of $20 million over the next
three years, so we have responded to that very need you have highlighted.
Mr COURT: I know, and the Minister must be frustrated because he knows that if he were to
spend $20 million a year for the next three years he would be able to solve just about all the
water problems he has with the rural water strategy. I think it works out that the Government
is to spend about $7 million a year on that strategy.

Mr Bridge: Then we have the Harris Dam and other projects. The Harris Dam cost
$37 million, so big projects are going ahead.

Mr COURT: If the Minister could just increase that allocation to $20 million a year he would
be able to solve many of those problems.

I refer now to the development of new mines in the north west. There has been a tendency
towards a concept of fly-in/fly-out for the manning of these projects. The Argyle diamond
project is probably the best example. A first class village has been constructed there for the
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work force, which spends two weeks on the site and two weeks off. For those members who
have not had the opportunity to visit that mine I would recommend it because it is certainly a
tremendous example of how they have provided first class facilities for their employees. It is
interesting that many of the senior management personnel running the mine prefer to live at
Kununurra. We should encourage that. Instead of flying to Perth and back once a fortnight
they are able to have their homes at Kununurra and come out to the mine either on a daily
basis, or on a weekly basis and return to their homes on the weekends. It is encouraging that
they have chosen to live in Kununurr a. However, the Cajuput mine at Fitzroy Crossing
seems to have a different concept. It flies its workers in and out on a one week on, one week
off basis. It is drawing most of its workers from Broome, Derby and Kununurra.

Mr Bridge: They talked about doing that at Fitzroy Crossing in the early stages.

Mr COURT: Yes, when the Cajuput mine was built originally the company was probably not
too sure of its reserves and the life of the mine. However I understand that through its
exploration activities the company has found tremendous reserves of lead-zinc in the area.
By drawing people from Broome rather than bringing them from Perth the company is
keeping money in the region. However that is putting pressure on Broome because, for
example, there is a problem in getting suitable housing at an affordable price. There are some
problems in keeping a stable work force in Broome for the mine. I do not believe the
company has done it as well as the Argyle people did it, and that is why it is running into a
few problems. I would likec to think that projects such as the Cajuput mine could benefit
Fitzroy Crossing. I would like to see more services provided at Fitzroy Crossing. It might
mean that we have to took at a way of providing residential developments at Fitzroy
Crossing, either near the river or near a gorge, which would attract people to live and spend
their money in the area. As we all know Cajuput has had a long haul in winning and shipping
its products. if further minerals are discovered, that could justify the development perhaps of
a railway line. I will not be as bold as the Minister for Transport and say that there will be
passengers oin the railway line between Fitzroy Crossing and Derby by the end of next year,
but it may be necessary to open a new port to service the mineral development taking place in
that area. I hope that places such as Fitzroy Crossing will be quite different within a few
years from what they are now. However I hope they never lose their pastoral character. As
the Minister knows, I attended the Fitzroy Crossing rodeo a couple of weeks ago. It was one
of the most enjoyable weekends I have spent. [ never cease to be amazed at the skill of these
people when it comes to riding horses and handling cattle. One could go anywhere in the
world and not find people who are as skilled as they are. With all the developments taking
place in that region I hope we are able to keep that character and those skills alive. When I
spoke to some of the people they said that they did that every day of their lives because it was
their job. I thought that was a pretty hard way to earn a living.

Mr Bridge: Part of the stockman's lot.

Mr Troy: Do you think they should be reasonably well rewarded?

Mr COURT: They are not well rewarded. It is a tough way of life. That is the point I was
making. The pastoral industry cannot afford the salaries and conditions we see in the mining
industry. However, I believe some great improvements have taken place. One of the more
encouraging things is the return to using Aboriginal people on some of the pastoral
properties. Some of the stations seem to be doing a complete cycle as to the type of people
they are using. I do not want to harp on this point, but years ago the Aboriginal people
worked closely with the owners of the pastoral properties and did all the work on the
properties. We then went through that period of equal pay and so on, and there was a mass
migration to the towns, which caused serious problems. This migration to the towns resulted
in a tremendous reliance on the welfare system. I know we are talking about regional
development, but this is one of the most serious problems in the Pilbara and the Kimberley,
and it is worth spending a few minutes talking about it. There are major social problems in
these towns; in fact we are watching in many cases the destruct ion of a generation, which is
being physically damaged by excesses of drink and the problems created by dependence on
the welfare system. During that period many jobs on pastoral properties were taken by
people from Perth. I have been told of cases where retired bank managers, for example,
pottered around the stations and did just what had to be done to keep the properties working.
Now there is a return of some of the Aboriginal people, particularly as far as the stock camps
are concerned, while at the same time the conditions are improving. The Minister for Labour
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earlier referred to their payment and working conditions; many people still want to work
there because they like the lifestyle. If one visits some of the stock camps these days, one
sees conditions being upgraded, with mobile facilities being taken out to these places to
provide the people with better conditions. However, it is still a hard way to earn a living.
In connection with the Pilbara I would like to repeat what was said yesterday during the
debate on the Mines portfolio: One of the big resources in the Pilbora is the offshore gas. A
number of exploratory wells are being drilled and are continuing to expand the known
reserves in that area. I mentioned the concept of a gas gathering network. We see that as
being essential if the smaller people are to be encouraged and allowed to bring small fields on
stream. If we can get such a concept together and get a second supply of gas ashore in the
Pilbara, it will do wonders in attracting the petrochemical and processing industries which
that area could well support.

Mr Troy: What, a Rex Connor type millionaire?

Mr COURT: The Minister probably was not in the House last night when we discussed this
matter. We talked about the small offshore gas producers, such as Barrow, Harriet, the
Saladin project and a number of others, which currently export oil and flare the gas. The gas
is treated as waste.

Mr Troy: I don't disagree with that.

Mr COURT: Wel, the Minister was being a bit facetious about Rex Connor. The concept is
to hook up those small producers and to get a second supply of gas ashore in the Pilbara,
because the North West Shelf gas project, which members opposite from time to time have a
lot of fun saying is tenrible. has kept this State going over the last five years.

Mr Marlborough interjected.

Mr COURT: Fortunately it had nothing to do with members opposite; it has gone ahead in
spite of them. Getting a second supply of gas ashore - and the figures we have seen show
that they can get a cheap supply ashore - will make it possible to attract these industries.
However, it will require two things to be done at once: There will have to be a commitment
from the people who want to establish those industries and there will have to be a
commitment by the different parties to get together in order to build such a gas gathering
network. It has been done effectively in Queensland, although that was an onshore
arrangement and we are talking about a rather more expensive offshore arrangement.

Mr Troy: It is a tragedy that it was not done with the railway lines. It would have had some
of the advantages.

Mr COURT: I do not agree.

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.15 pm

Mr COURT: I turn now to the question of solar power in the north west. The SEC makes
provision for much of the development taking place in that region, particularly in the new
Aboriginal communities. One of the high'costs of developing the Pilbara and the Kimberley
relates to power. I urge the Government to consider, as the Opposition has in formulating its
resource policy, the fact that a great deal more effort should go into harnessing solar energy.
It is a natural consideration as a source of power for air-conditioning and other power
applications. Instead of treating the sunshine and heat in the north as a problem we should
regard it as a power source. Considering the breakthroughs which have occurred recently
overseas with solar energy it should be possible for us to apply this cheap and efficient source
of power to the development of the north west.

I conclude my comments on this Division with a few remarks about the way the department
is established. As explained by the Minister, the Department of Regional Development and
the North West does not have responsibility over the Great Southern Development Authority,
the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority or the South West Development Authority;
the Minister for The North West actually handles the north west through the department. The
officers within the department must feel that they do not serve within a true department
because so many other bodies make the decisions. Those officers would have great difficulty
in looking at the broader picture when so much power has been granted to those other bodies.
I do not disagree with the concept of different bodies being responsible for the regions but
perhaps the department should have been set up in a different way.
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Mr MAS LEN: A couple of months ago I attended the Northern Australian Development
Conference held at Alice Springs. The Premier addressed the conference, as did ocher
dignitaries including the Premier of Queensland and the Chief Minister of the Northern
Territory. The conference was first set up 12 years ago, at the instigation of Western
Australia, the Northern Territory and Queensland, to investigate the possibility of developing
the north of Australia in a more vigorous way. A great diversity of opinion was expressed by
various speakers at the recent conference. I have endeavoured to analyse not only the
contributions made by the speakers but also the reasons for the varying opinions between the
leaders of the States involved regarding why the conference seemed to be losing its way. The
simple answer seems to be that Queensland appears to have the facilities we dream about in
the north west of Western Australia. Twelve years ago none of the States had international
airports in the north, or roads, or any of the desired institutions. Queensland now has three
international airports operating at full tilt connecting with that State's island development;
road systems have been put in place; and both private and Stare universities have been
established. Years ago i the Northern Territory, Alice Springs was a sleepy little town;
today, based on tourism, it is a thriving metropolis with 27 000 people. I believe that apart
from Ayers Rock, Alice Springs has no more to offer tourists than many areas in our north
west. Consequently, we can perhaps level criticism at the neglect of Western Australia by
various Governmnents of this State, in view of the fact that Queensland has everything, the
Northern Territory is well on its way to achieving most things, yet the north of Western
Australia - although it produces something like 15 per cent of Australia's export income - is
lagging well behind.

I wish to raise in this debate the issues that were brought up at that conference. I refer first to
the subject of tourism, which we all know gets bandied around a fair bit. The north requires
an international airport - or even airports suitable for domestic travel. We also need roads.
The catch cry at this conference, and the overwhelming consensus applied to almost the
whole of rural and outback Australia, was that roads in Australia as a whole, and particularly
Western Australia, are in a dreadful state of neglect mainly because of the absence of Federal
Government funding. It was pointed out that money was coming out of the community. not
only in the form of general revenue but also by way of fuel tax, but was not being returned to
road transport.

There is the question of education. As I mentioned earlier, an education system of
universities and tertiary education centres exists in Queensland. This is one area where, in
Western Australia, we are close to catching up with the north eastern States. We have the
Karratha College and the Port Heciland College of Advanced Education which have annexes
in various northern towns.

There is then the subject of health, which is a vexing subject to work with, especially in the
outback where unique health problems are experienced by those living in a harsh, city,
isolated environment away from the major centres of population. As we know, health covers
not only one's physical well being but also one's mental condition. In the population in the
north there are large ethnic communities of various nationalities and, also, the original
Australians, the Aborigines, who are finding it very hard in many cases to cope with the
culture shock of a progressing world. While on the subject of Aborigines, I would like to
touch on a point, as far as it affects the north west. I saw on the "Today" show on Tuesday
morning an interview by Jana Wendt with Garry Foley and a chap by the name of Brian
Butler, who is with the South Australian Housing Commission. That interview dealt with the
controversy surrounding Charles Perkins and his sacking, and the difficulties Mr Hand was
having in the Federal portfolio of Aboriginal Affairs. About a month ago I published a
statement in the local Press in Carnarvon pertaining to my feelings about setting up a new
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission. My statement was not a matter of witch
hunting, but concerned my belief that before setting up another Aboriginal and Tortes Strait
Islander Commu-ission, or anything else to do with Aboriginal affairs, there should be an
inquiry into the Department of Aboriginal Affairs. That inquiry should not relate only to this
current Government's tenure, but should go back to the beginininig. Having witnessed the
problems faced by Aboriginal communities and the money available to them in the north
west, it is my belief that a large amount of money has been misappropriated in the cities,
mainly Canberra, for white advisers. The money does not seem to be getting through to the
people it is supposed to assist. I do not say that lightly, or as an observer, but as somebody
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very closely involved with the Aboriginal people. I have seen their lot diminish in the last 20
years to a very low state; it has never been as bad as it is now. I lay the blame fairly and
squarely on the Department of Aboriginal Affairs because that department wants all the
power, the glory and the money - the $600 million to $800 million - without any
responsibility. It is always somebody else's fault when there is a mess. I do not believe Mr
Perkins should be made a scapegoat. I do believe he has something to answer for and, as
Garry Foley said, if Mr Perkins is found by an inquiry to be involved with wrongdoing he
should go down the chute along with the rest of them.

Last night I spoke about mining and the contribution the industry makes to the financial well
being of Australia, and Western Australia in particular. I mentioned the distressing situation
of the strike at Newman and the battde between the company, BHP, and the huge
conglomerate of unions that represents the workers there. I appealed in my speech last night
to both the company and the mining unions to call a moratorium, and to step back and
consider the people who are affected by this confrontation, because 75 to 85 per cent of those
people have commitments; they have families and they just want to get on with the job: they
do not want the deep divisions which are evident at the moment. The unions and the
company both have something for which to answer. I am not about to attribute blame
because in various ways both are equally responsible for the current situation.
I also mentioned the proposed gold tax and the fringe benefits tax which is already affecting
the community. The fringe benefits tax has had a profound impact on the iron ore mining
towns in the north.

Mr Carr: [ think you covered this last night.
Mr MASLEN: Yes. I said a moment ago that I had mentioned it last night. This Government
should take note of the impact of the fringe benefits tax and prevail upon its colleagues in
Canberra to regard it not as a blanket tax but to consider the people to whom it is causing
great harm. That also applies to the rural industries in Western Australia and Australia as a
whole.

I have mentioned the roads, and the money collected from tax, rates and licences for trucks.
Trucks have been blamed for wrecking the roads. Roads were built to carry transport.
Consequently, roads should be built to carry the trucks on which we who live in the back
blocks depend to provide our goods and services and our everyday necessities. I believe that
roads should be built to withstand the weight of those trucks so that the roads do not break
up.
We have spoken about the petrochemical industry and the collapse of Rothwells Ltd many
times in the last couple of months. I wish to endorse the comments of the Deputy Leader of
the Liberal Party advocating the placement of the petrochemical industry at Karratha. I
cannot work out why we are intent on locating that industry at Kwinana when everything the
industry requires can be provided from Karratha or Dampier. The salt, the gas, and all the
other needs of that industry are there already. The products of the industry can be produced
and exported from there. How can anyone believe in the Government's catchcry of
decentralisation if no consideration is given to placing that industry in the north of this State?
I touched on the tourism industry in my opening remarks and referred to the Northern
Australian Development Conference. A lot of Press has been given to the likelihood of an
international airport being constructed at Port Hedland, Broome, Derby or Kununurra. I
represent the area which includes Exmouth which has an international standard runway
already capable of taking 747s. It takes Galaxy Starlifters which service the United States-
Australian joint communication base on a regular basis already. I believe it would be
relatively inexpensive to upgrade the terminal to international standard.

Mr Bridge: We have an all weather strip at Hails Creek, too.

Mr MASLEN: All it needs is a new terminal. The infrastructure is already in place at
Exmouth. Customs officers are stationed there already to deal with incomidng overseas flights
which service the base. It would not cost much to upgrade that facility. Exmouth is very
central and is on the main route for international flights from South East Asia to Perth. It is
ideally placed for tourists to jump off on their way to other centres in Australia, because the
Opposition, when it is elected to Government in March or April, intends to constrct a
harbour facility there also. I believe that the north west coast from Dampier to Geraldton has
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been totally neglected since this Government was elected to office. Jetties constructed along
that coast 50 or 60 years ago are slowly falling apart because they are no longer used or
maintained. I believe not a great deal of expense would be involved in installing safe
harbours along that coastline. Those jetties were not placed there for day trippers. That area
is a major fishing ground and the vessels need safe harbours to seek shelter at times of storms
and cyclones. We all saw what happened earlier this year with cyclone Herbie although safe
harbours would not have made much difference to the vessels caught at sea during that
cyclone because the Bureau of Meteorology was incapable of predicting it. As weather
watching becomes more reliable, safe harbours every 200 or 300 kilometres along that coast
would be a boon to the industry. I think the industry deserves it because it contributes a huge
amount to Australia's income.

I have referred earlier in this House to what I call bureaucratic obstruction faced by people in
the bush. We can ring Perth now about our fisheries, environmental, or land problems.
However, once we hang up we are still 700 to 1. OW kilometres away from the person to
whom we spoke on the phone and that person usually has no idea that a world north of
Wanneroo exists and forgets about us. One department about which I can speak with some
authority is the Department of Land Administration and its administration of pastoral leases.
I served for a short time on the Pastoral Board and came to understand that it had never been
properly administered. I know that is a harsh statement to make, but I am prepared to repeat
it outside the House. I challenge anyone to take me to task for what I have said. This
Government undertook to provide better land tenure for the pastoral commnunity of Western
Australia. However, last Friday the industry became aware that a new chairman was to be
appointed to that board to replace the late Ken Mclver. The industry has indicated to the
Minister that that person is not acceptable to it. I have now received advice that the person
has been appointed to chair the board. If that is true it is a sad day because the backlash from
the bush will be felt by this Government. Although I do not care what happens to the
Government, it is tragic that people in the bush are totally ignored. That person has
absolutely no idea about the industry or -

Mr Lightfoot: If it is public knowledge would you mind saying who the appointment is?

Mir MASLEN: As far as [ know, the appointment has not been confirmed.

Mr Lightfoot: Are you saying that it has not been made public yet?

Mr MASLEN: Yes, but I am sure I am right.

Mr Troy: Regardless of who is finally appointed, you have condemned him by what you
have said.

Mr MASLEN: That is totally irrelevant. I could name the person whom the industry does
not want but that would make things unpleasant. I hope the Minister for Lands does
something about it because she knows who it is.

A major resource that affects development in the north west of our State is water. I am glad
the Minister for Water Resources is here because he and I have spoken about the ways we
can overcome water shortages throughout the dry hinterland and coastal areas of Western
Australia. We have spoken about a pipeline from the Ord River, and other wonderful
schemes. They would cost a lot of money but could all be developed in such a way that they
could earn income from irrigation rights and so on to pay for their construction. Eventually
the developments could extend to the southern parts of the State. It gets back to the point I
made earlier about sending people to the south of the State when we should be trying to move
them to the north. I know it is a bit hotter up there, but these days we do have air
conditioning. Most of the people in the city pay to go to Bali to swelter anyway. The only
difficulty with respect to their going to the north west to work in a tropical environment is the
water supply. There will be no problem once we ensure an adequate supply. We can do so
perhaps by taking a leaf out of the book of the Israelis, who have made an art of water
conservation. I am fairly well versed on this matter because the irrigation area of Camarvon
often sends delegates overseas, mainly to Israel, to check on ways of recharging underground
aquifers and the underground storage of water supplies. The potential of the north west has
been greatly underestimated by Governments of all political persuasions.

Mr Bridge: Not now, you would admit. All the points you have highlighted are matters
which are being very seriously examined now as part of our strategy.
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Mr MASLEN: That is because a person from the north west is in charge of water supplies
for the first time in a long while.

Mr Bridge: And a good one at that.

Mr MASLEN: I agree.

I wish to cover two other items. The first provides another instance of bureaucratic
obstruction. I refer to the nomination of areas as national parks. It seems that every now and
again the academics of the nation have a twinge of conscience and decide that the fanmers are
cutting up too much land or that too many people are driving around in off road vehicles.
They assuage their consciences by nominating more areas on a map as national parks.
Somebody then draws lines on a map and decides that a certain area is far enough away from
everybody else to be a good choice for a national park. I refer, for example, to the Hamnersley
Range National Park and the Rudall River National Park. There is also the undeclared one in
the Kennedy Ranges, unfortunately brought in by a Liberal Government. It is good for
nothing but breeding vermin and causing all sorts of problems. Those areas have never been
investigated in terms of their national wealth potential. That is not to advocate sending in
bulldozers to rip up the areas. Exploration can be done in a very orderly maniner. Once it is
found that an area has no mineral wealth, it can then be put aside for the preservation of fauna
and flora. Exploratory work does not have to be harmful to the environment. The national
parks, if superimposed on a map of the South West Land Division, can be seen to be as big as
that land division. Rudall River is one such park.

The World Heritage listing issue has had a fair bashing here in recent times. It should be
quite clearly pointed out to whichever Government is in power in Western Australia that the
custodians of the State's welfare in the Parliament of the State will not tolerate any
interference in the administration of conservation of the environment in Western Australia. I
would debate that with anybody because it is our area. The people who live in the area
should have control over the way it is conserved. As I mentioned before, World Heritage is
not about conservation: it is about power and influence. It is an insidious way by which
Canberr a can take control of such things as local authorities.

Mr Thomas: That's a load of mumbo jumbo.

Mr MASLEN: It is not. The member for Welshpool is one of those who thinks the world is
flat after Wanneroo.

It is time that we considered getting the north moving again. We really got things going in
the 1960s and early 1970s. Since then the area has been on a fairly steady decline. That has
been brought about by a number of factors, not all of which have been local in nature. When
we consider how best to utilise the wealth of our north and get the area moving again, we
have to be very careful that the policies we develop do not become our masters rather than
our servants. We must ensure that policies which have been developed for urban use with
respect to things like town planning, sewerage and water are not applied without thought
equally to country areas. We must consider the ramifications such policies would have on the
advancement of the north west.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: For some years, I lived in the north west and enjoyed it very much indeed.
It is a harsh environment, as my firiend and colleague, the member for Gascoyne and future
member for Northern Rivers, has said. Not a great deal of ahtention is paid by this
Government to that vast area of Western Australia. The Governimert, naturally enough in
survival or electoral terms, concentrates on the urban area where almost three quarters of the
Western Australian population live. Certainly, over three quarters of the Public Service live
here for some reason.

One aspect on which my colleague touched this afternoon and which I will amplify is that of
the vast unharnessed resources of the area, the rivers. Some time last year the Parliament
approved a Bill assenting to the Channar iron ore joint venture. That was a joint venture
between the People's Republic of China and CRA, the giant mining house domiciled, if not
owned, in Australia. Part of the environment that was necessauily tested by that venture was
an area on the Ashburton River known as Turee Creek. By necessity, it involved the
measurement of water past a certain point. It was found that Turee Creek on average flooded
twice a year. Sometimes it flooded four times a year. but during the period of inspection it
flooded twice a year. During that period of flood, measurements were taken. The water was
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measured in terms of inegalitres. From those figures, we can extrapolate that in a 24 hour
period the Three Creek, a subsidiary of the Ashburton River and not a river itself, would have
filled the Mundaring Weir 2.3 times. The Mundaring Weir is that retainer of water in the
Perth hills chat eventually finds its way to the goldfields and Kalgoorlie. A phenomenal
amount of water runs into the Ashburton River from a smallish creek.

The Gascoyrie River, which one may describe as the heartland in more than one sense for the
member for Gascoyne, is vastly longer and bigger, and when in flood is one of the major
watercourses of Western Australia, if not the major one.

Mr Thomas: How often does it flood at that rate?

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Is the member referring to Tunee Creek?

Mir Thomas: Yes.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: It floods twice a year.

Mr Thomas: That is news to me.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: I appreciate the interjection from the member for Welshpool as he has an
interest in that part of the country. I appreciate the interjections offered by the member, albeit
they arm of a slightly intellectual nature.

One could look at the Gascoyne River, one of the mightiest rivers in this State, and at what
could happen in what area of the North West - and I have never included in my interpretation
of the north west the Kimnberley area, represented here by the Minister for Water Resources -
which I think of as that area bounded by the Indian Ocean, around Carnarvon, north
including the Pilbara and certain areas just south of the Gascoyne River. In geological terms
the north west is that particular area. The Pilbara block, as is known in geological terms, is
different from the Kimnberley, which is Archaean in the Pre-Cambrian period of geological
time, and the Pilbara is predominantly, if not totally - and I am talking of in situ igneous
rocks here as opposed to sedimentary rocks - protozoic, which is slightly younger than the
Kimberey in geological terms. It is also slightly younger than the Yilgarn block, where our
major gold deposits are. It is a different area geologically. If one knows the member for
Gascoyne as I do, then one knows that some of the people from there are different, too.

Notwithstanding the difference, the water resource there is the same as any other resource
running from a river in Australia, but it runs completely unharnessed to the sea. There are
times when it is in flood and when it would not just FLl the Mundaring Weir but would fill an
area the size of Sydney Harbour. However, it runs out into the Indian Ocean and is
completely lost to the State. I know that during the period the member for Kimberley has
been Minister for Water Resources he has mentioned the harnessing of the Kimberley,
particularly the area from Lake Argyle. The hypothesis is that that water could be brought to
the south, here. It is my opinion that that would be impractical. I think the Minister will
admit that it is impractical in today's dollars.

I have sought professional advice on whether that could be achieved in economic terms. I am
not saying that it is not desirable, but pointing out that professional advice is that it could not
be achieved in economic terms. It would be far better;, in economic terms, if we were to set
up massive desalination plants here in Perth or further north and use sea water to manufacture
potable water for the metropolitan or inland populated areas of this State. It would be safe to
say, notwithstanding that I might be accused of being negative, that harnessing Lake Argyle
water and bringing it south is a dream that will. not happen in the near future. I say that on
the basis that the Gascoyne River, which has massive supplies of water, should and could be
harnessed. [ have sought professional advice and been told that there are at least five areas on
that massive river where artificial concrete darn walls could be built to retain sufficient water
to feed the burgeoning city of Perth and, more particularly, the outback areas of Kalgoorlie,
Leonora, Laverton, Leinster, Meekatharra, Cue, Mt Magnet, Newman, and so on, that suffer
quite depreciated standards in their quality of water. By that I mean that it is sometimes
difficult to even wash in that water as it is so laden with salt - not common salt but dissolved
salt.

I understand from a professional hydrologist that if a danm were built on the Gascoyne River
sufficiently high up - that is, east of Carnarvon - it would be practical because that river rises
some 200 to 300 metres above sea level at that point and the pumping costs would be far less
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than if a dam were built at or near sea level. This means that if a feasibility study were done
with respect to a pipeline from that proposed dam down through the goldfields picking up the
areas I have mentioned of Meekatharra, Leinster, Leonora, Laverton. Menzies, Kalgoorlie,
Coolgardie, etc, the pumping cost would be far less per megalitre than when pumping water
from Mundaring Weir up 300 metres above sea level to Kalgoorlie. Not only that, but in fact
the existing pipeline munning from Kalgoorlie to Mundaring Weir could be used in reverse;
that is, if we had sufficient retained water on the Gascoyne in the eastern areas that surplus
water - and there is a critical shortage of water in those areas - could be recirculated through
the existing Mundaring-Kalgoorlie pipeline to the Mundaring Weir for the benefit of people
in the metropolitan area. I repeat that that was not just an idea that I had; I extended that idea
to the same professional hydrologist who then confirmed in a cursory way, at least, that that
could be practicable.

Some of the water that we use in those areas is in what is known as palaeo channels, ancient
channels of water that probably would not be replenished, which are super saline - in some
places up to 20 times saltier than sea water. Notwithstanding the water position in those
areas, particularly with developing gold mines, it is so critical that that water is used. It has a
Ph factor not conducive, ultimately, to the extraction of, say, gold and certain elements.
Hydrated lime must be used to adjust the Ph factor so that there is no loss of extraction which
makes the areas there sub economic. I say that because I am firmrly of the belief that one
responsibility of this Government, and all Governments, should be to ensure that not only
people, who are so important, have access to adequate amounts of fresh or potable water, but
that industry that keeps us alive and makes this place function should also have access to a
corresponding amount of water. I do not mean for waste; I mean that they should have
access to water that enhances their viability and projects as a result.

There would be one spin off from a damn on the Gascoyne River, or on any of those rivers -
and there are a multitude of rivers there - the Yule, DeGrey. Turner, Sherlock. Peawah and so
on. It need not necessarily be the Gascoyne that is used; I mention it because it is the
mightiest of all the dhy river beds fed from what is referred to in geological terms as a peno
plain or that nearly flat country around that area. There are certain problems associated with
the reclamation and acquisition of land there, but I believe this is one instance where the
Government could use its legislation to acquire compulsorily sufficient land, only on the
basis that there would be proper recompense for holders of that land whether it be freehold
land - which is limited in those areas - or pastoral leasehold land.

That is, of course, a very necessary prerequisite if that land should be acquired for water
retention purposes. That area of Australia is not only important for Western Australia but
also nationally. It has there the world's biggest iron ore mine, massive amounts of gas.
petroleum, manganese, talc, cassiterite, and one could go on. There is gold, of course.
Domiciled in that area is the Telfer mine which is partly owned by the American company,
Newmont, and BH-P, Australia's largest company. It could grow. It should be made pleasant
for people to live in.

One of the spin off effects with retained water is the tourism and recreation that fresh water
lakes bring. I see a vision of that area supplying permanent water to the growers of
Camnarvon and to others. I see new industry being started up there, and I see whole new
towns being built as a result of the foresight that is needed.

Mr Donovan: We use those water resources very well, I think.

Mr LIGH-TFOOT: The member for Morley-Swan has spent much time there and, unlike
most members of this House, has travelled extensively through the areas I am talking about.
The north west is or should be an industrial heart. It has the resources; it has the people who
wish to Live and bring up their families there, but it does need Government support. I often
wonder how much of the north west could have been developed with Government support if
there had been no dabbling in the free enterprise system down here. Those millions of
taxpayers' dollars which have been spent and wasted here could have been used to establish a
vision which would be the envy of all other States in Australia. I think the lesson has been
learnt. We can raise the money, and I hope that this Government and the Government that
succeeds it looks to the north west and develops that part of Western Australia so that not just
we but all our Australian compatriots can be proud of the development there.

Mr REQ TUBBY: We have heard in this debate this afternoon of the great benefits of water
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and what it can do. I support those remarks. It has been well demonstrated in my electorate
this year, with the magnificent season we have had, what water can do. It will have an
enormous influence on the region. There is no doubt that we have some wonderful country,
and given sufficient water, the productivity of some of our land would be unbelievable. The
member for Murchison-Eyre spoke about the contribution people in these outlying areas
make through taxes to the economy of the State and their region. They are deeply incensed
when they see the colossal waste which appears to be going on with the financial dealings of
this Government at present.
Referring to the administration of regional developments, a ministerial office was established
in Geraldton by the Minister for Regional Development some two and a half years ago. It
was claimed to be one of the greatest achievements of decentralisation. For the life of me I
cannot see any benefit to the community from this regional office. It is seen locally as a
waste of taxpayers' money, and particularly with the establishment of the Geraldton Mid-
West Regional Development Authority there seems even less need for it. I have yet to find
anybody who has received any benefit from the establishment of this regional office. If it
was a success and there was the need the Minister indicates for it, why have regional and
ministerial offices not been established in other centres throughout the State?

Points of Order
Mr CARR: This item being referred to is part of the Minister for Local Government's office,
and that was dealt with earlier under Division 32, Local Government. It does not have a
place here.

Mr REG TUBBY: I looked closely at where I could raise this matter. Whenever the subject
has been mentioned before, the Minister has not associated the need for this office with local
government; he has indicated the need was there because of regional development.

Mr Can: It is a branch of the Minister's office. My ministerial office appears under Division
32 on page 69 under item I, and it is the second item, Minister's Office. That is where it
should have been debated.

Mr REG TUBBY: That office is the local government office.
Mr Carr: That is a branch of my ministerial office which relates to al] my portfolios and to
all my ministerial responsibilities.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Gallop): It would seem to me that in Division 34 you ought
to be debating either matters related in this general debate to regional development in the
north west, as other speakers have done, or you should specifically refer to the administration
of that department. The point made by the Minister about his office is correct, and that was
dealt with in Division 32. 1 suggest you move on to discuss the administration of regional
development, as you indicated you would, but in fact you went on to speak about the
ministerial office. If you debate that issue, your speech can continue quite happily; otherwise
[ shall have to call you to order.

Committee Resumed

Mr R.EG TUBBY: Thank you, Mr Deputy Chairman. I did honestly look at the simuation to
see where I could raise the matter fairly. I thought the area where I raised it concerned the
main function of that regional office. However, I will leave it at that and indicate that it is
something of great concern to the people in Geraidron; the ministerial office is seen as a
waste.

Mr CARR: I thank those members who have spoken on this Division. Most members have
been seeking to put on the record their particular views. I do not know that any matters

requiring specific responses were raised.

[tern I.- Salaries, Wages and Allowances -

Mr COURT: The member for Greenough has really touched upon what I mentioned at the
beginning of my comments on regional development, and that is the confusion as to who
does what in the regional development field. The point the member made concerned the

* number of offices in Geraldton.

* Mr Reg Tubby: It is absolutely ridiculous; no-one knows where they are.
M40 1- 14
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industry that that position seems to waver and change at times depending on the venue or the
forum the Minister is using to communicate.
As for the port, which was also raised by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I ask the
Minister to make 'very clear his view, as the Minister responsible for the Mid-West
Development Authority, in respect of the joint venture proposal that has been put by the port
authority to the private stevedores who are currently operating in the Port of Geraldton. The
Minister will be aware that I recently asked him a question in Parliament about whether he
supported the deepening of the port. His reply, to the best of my recollection, was that yes,
he supported the deepening and was not aware that the current depth of the harbour was
preventing any minteral deposits being mined at this stage, and I accept that. I also support
the deepening of the harbour. Certain mining operations wil have to identify the need for
that deepening and the viability of their project, if it is to proceed. As far as the stevedoring
operation at the port of Geraldton is concerned, I want to know from the Minister whether he
supports the current joint venture proposals. Is he aware of them?

Mr Carr: l am. aware of them in general tenms, but I would not claim to have a detailed
knowledge of them.

Mr CASK: The people of Geraldton are obviously very interested in the Minister's position
because it will have a great impact on those private stevedoring companies. The proposition
at the moment is that the port authority will enter into an arrangement with the unions
operating on the wharf and the private operators to create a consortium. The interesting thing
is that should the consortium make a loss the union movement will not be responsible at all
for that loss - the Government will pick up any deficit that is created. However, any profits
will be distributed. It is almost a no lose situation, and something that I find, at best,
bewildering as to why the Government should enter into such an arrangement. There has
been correspondence between the Geraldton Port Authority and the three operators, which are
Conaust (WA) Pty Ltd, Patrick Agencies and F. G. Strang Pty Ltd. It is only in the last week
that those parties have met to discuss the proposal with the Geraldton Port Authority.

From the Liberal Party's point of view, and having regard to our current transport policy, we
would not be prepared to agree to any extension of such arrangements with the port authority.
We believe that whilst the port authority performs a most important task and should, in
general terms, remain autonomous in its general direction, this is not the sort of thing for
which port authorities were created. Private operators can quite successfully shift the cargos
on those wharves, and they have been doing it for many years; they have been working, while
not in legal partnership with the unions, certainly in an employee -employer relationship, for
years. That relationship has been relatively successful. It seems to me that the only reason
why the Government should be supporting such a proposal is to strengthen the hand of the
waterfront unions in such a way that they would not be responsible for losses, but would
share in the profits. There is no worthwhile purpse to be served in that sort of arrangement.
The Liberal Party is opposed to the proposal as it has been put forward at this stage.

I might say to the Minister that while I raise the matter of the Port of Geraldton because we
are dealing with the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority, the idea is not restricted to
the Port of Geraldton. There have been discussions in respect of the Ports of Albany and
Bunbury. Fremantle is looking at the proposal, although perhaps not in the same light as the
regional ports because it will be a significant change of policy if the huge Fremantle
operation is converted to a company organisation, with the unions and the current stevedores
in partnership.

The other point I want to raise, Mr Deputy Speaker, under this item is the statement that the
Minister made only yesterday in this House, in which he accused or, at least, implicated me,
in a mistake that was found in Hansard, I want to put my position clearly before the House.
Given the current shortage of staff and the limited resources available to Mansard, I am
surprised that there are not more mistakes in the general reporting process. That, in itself, is
really a compliment to the Hansard staff. They work under very difficult conditions at this
stage. Given the very limited number of mistakes that appear, I think the House, generally,
would regard the Hansard team as doing an admirable job. Regrettably, there was a mistake
the other day and it is fair to say that it came about by way of the new electronic machinery.
The name "Cad'" was printed in Mansard rather than the name "Cash". As I understand it,
they are fairly close in the coding of the machine,
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Points of Order
Dr ALEXANDER: I submit that this explanation, following a statement yesterday by the
Minister, while it may be a reasonable reply to that statement, is not within the amnbit of a
general debate about the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority.

Mr CASH: Mr Deputy Chairman, cast your mind back to last night and the situation where
the Minister wanted to raise something and it was suggested that it was not necessarily within
the ambit of the general debate. There was a dissent from the Deputy Chairman's ruling
which took 25 minutes to sort out.
[ am using this opportunity to put to the Minister, in his capacity as Minister responsible for
the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority, something which impinges quite clearly on
his portfolio, given the advertisements that have appeared in the paper in recent times. I
suggest it is in the interests of the Chamber and, I would have thought, the interests of the
member, to have me at least make clear the situation as I understand it. If the member for
Perth, for reasons of his own, wishes the matter not to be fully discussed and, in so doing,
possibly detrimentally affect the Minister's current position, then so be it.

It seems to me that, given the consideration that Deputy Chairmen have afforded speakers in
recent times, there is a general latitude allowed - perhaps not necessarily in strict accordance
with the rules of the Chamber, but certainly from a commonsense point of view - to allow an
orderly debate to flow through this Parliament.

Mr CARRK I would like the member to have the opportunity of stating his position.
However, I agree with the member for Perth that it is really a mailer that has nothing to do
with the item before the Chair. I suggest to the member for Mt Lawley that if he sought an
appropriate time to make a personal explanation under Standing Order No 117, he could
probably do that fairly quickly without wasting time and without our breaching the Standing
Orders.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Gallop): On the point of order raised by the member for
Perth, I refer to Standing Order No 11 7 which reads as follows -

By the indulgence of the House, a Member may explain matters of a personal nature
although there be no question before the House; but such mailers may not be debated.

I respect the point being made by the member for Mt Lawley. In a sense he was trying to
achieve the same objective by way of general debate on Division 35. The Standing Order on
this matter is clear, and 1 am under an obligation to carry out the provisions of Standing
Orders as they are written and as they are intended to be explained to the Chamber in the
course of debate.

I ask the member for Mt Lawley to continue with his reference to the Geraldton Mid-West
Development Authority and refrain from his personal explanation, which does not have
relevance to this Division.

Committee Resumed

Mr CASH: Thank you, Mr Deputy Chairman, and obviously I acknowledge your ruling.
The member for Perth was foolish to take that point of order, because he leaves the Minister
hoist with own petard. I have an opportunity of bringing this matter forward not only using
this Chamber, but also by making the situation clear to the people in Geraldton in order that
they axe aware of what is behind this matter.

Mr Cart They understand it well.

Mr CASH: They will understand it better when I finish. It is regrettable I cannot raise the
matter with the Minister in a civil manner. There is no doubt that he spoke with the member
for Perth and asked him to raise the point of order.

In respect of the item dealing with the Geraldton-Mid West Development Authority, I refer to
the Minister's office which is presently located in Geraldton and I ask him to outline clearly
to the Chamber the functions and roles of that office and of the officers who work mn it-
There is no doubt in my mind, having visited Geraldton frequently as a result of the
Minister's general position in respect of the heritage legislation which has been debated in
this place, that the people living in Geraldton are confused. They cannot understand the
reason the Minister needs an electorate office, a ministerial office, and the Geraldton.
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Mid-West Development Authority office, which are all located in the same building and have
large numbers of staff.

The allocation of funds to this Division last year was $370 000, and this year the estimated
allocation is in the order of $843 000. That, in itself, tends to signify to me that the people of
Geraldtort are right when they raise the question of just what the Minister's staff do in that
area. What is it all about? Is the Minister lacking in capability, competence, or even vision
that he needs that number of staff to hold his hand? Having seen him operate in this
Chamber, I have obviously formed the view, along with other members on this side of the
Chamber, that it is all three of those things [ mentioned - he is, in fact, incompetent, he is
unable to do the job in a reasonable manner without support, and he needs people to keep him
on the straight and narrow.

Several members interjected.

Mr CASK: The member for Greenough raises a matter that is being bandied around the town
of Geraldton; that is, that the Minister's huge ministerial office is now known as, "The Carr
Care Centre".

I question the reason the Minister does not see the need to locate his ministerial office in
some other regional town. I agree he is entitled to have his electorate office in Geraldton; and
given that this Division deals with the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority, it is not
unreasonable to locate that office in Geraldton, although people will question it. However, I
question the reason he needs to locate his general ministerial office in that town.

Mr Can: It is a matter of promoting the region.

Mr CASK: Do members know what the Minister is doing to people in Geraldton?

Mr Carr: He is giving them an excellent service.

Mr CASK: They do not believe that is occurring at the moment.

Mr Carr: You are not in touch with the people up there as much as you think you are.

Mr CASH: I accept that I do not live in Geraldton and at times the Minister does, but he
should not suggest that I anm out of touch with the people in Cieraldton because that is what
everyone is saying about the Minister. They are saying that Jeff Canr and the Labor Party
have lost touch, and that he needs the Canr care centre just to stay afloat.

Several members interjected.

Mr CASH: I am not surprised that the member for Morley-Swan has been door knocking in
Geraldton. I would not be surprised if the entire Cabinet and all Government members have
been door knocking in Geraldton in recent times to save the Minister. It is panic stations in
Ceraldton, and we know the reason the Minister has lost touch.

I ask the Minister to justify to this Chamber the huge expenditure of taxpayers' funds
required to support hin, If he cannot do it himself, it is time for him to call it quits. The
people in Geraldton recognise that he has lost touch, and this was demonstrated in his
comments during the heritage legislation in which he was quite clearly not prepared to
support the fishing industry or other primary producers in the area. The people who have
supported him in the past have now woken up and will now transfer their allegiance to the
Liberal candidate for the seat of (3eraldton, Mr Vic McCabe, who will make a good member
for Geraldton.

Mr REG TIJBBY: This is the first full year in which the Geraldton Mid-West Development
Authority has operated. It has been an important year for the authority, and it has established
the guidelines within which it will operate and has made its plans for the future.

When the Bill dealing with the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority was debated in
this Chamber, I said that the authority should be named the Mid-West Development
Authority and not the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority. I indicated that it was
cumbersome to use the word "Geraldton" in the title. The Minister said at that time that it
was necessary to include the word "Geraldton" , but he has been proved wrong. I have
noticed that more often than not the authority is referred to as the Mid-West Development
Authority. To identify the authority as the Mid-West Development Authority is to the benefit
of all concerned.
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I appeal to the Minister to allow the Mid-West Development Authority, through its own
avenues of publicity and operation which have been established this year, to identify itself. It
appears to me that there is an unnecessary duplication in the publicity of activities of the
authority. It appears that the Minister has a go at something first, and the authority comes up
with a report on it at a later stage. It is creating a great deal of confusion and duplication as
far as clearly defining the guidelines of the operation of the authority is concerned. The
people in Geraldton and in surrounding areas are asking who is governing the City of
Geraldton. Is it the local government authority, the Geraldton Mid-West Development
Authority, or the Minister's office? I appeal to the Minister to allow the authority to clearly
identify itself, especially during its first full year of operation. That will put it in good stead
for the future. I have previously complimented the Minister on the composition of the board;
the members are top people who should be allowed to establish their identity and to give
some indication of the future benefit to the mid west region from this authority. I am suit the
members of that board with their wide backgrounds and experience in various fields are well
and truly capable, and they should be allowed to proceed without any offshoots which could
detract from the aims of the authority in that very important and vast mid west region.

Perhaps also the Government could give more support to the views of the authority. I refer to
the case given publicity in today's Farmers Weekly, which relates to the distribution of fuel
from the Port of Geraldton through the mid west region, dealing specifically with Morawa.
An iniquitous situation has occurred which I described in a grievance debate in this Chamber
a fortnight ago, and the Western Australian Farmers Federation has now taken up this issue.
I hope something good will come from it. I know that the Minister for Transport has
challenged the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority to come up with a plan for the
satisfactory distribution of fuel throughout the mid west region. I am sure that if a plan were
implemented it would be for the benefit of not only the distributors, but also the farmers and
surrounding towns. It will enable a satisfactory fuel supply service to be provided which will
probably be a more economical system.

I appeal to the Minister to consider the points I have made in a sincere way because my
genuine interest in regional development has extended over a considerable number of years,
since before the mid west was even named close to 20 years ago. The authority has been
established and given responsibility and some teeth to act through the legislation, and it is
hoped that the Government will allow it to do so and to establish its identity.

Mr CARR: A number of points have been raised by members which should be responded to.
First, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition said that with the establishment of regional
development authorities the Govemrment should be careful not to centralise services in the
regional centres. I hasten to say that I agree with that view, and the Government has been
trying as much as it can to move decision makers out of the city of Perth to the country
regional centres, rather than move people from small country towns to the larger regional
centres. I am aware of some examples of offices closing in small country towns, and I
understand the concerns that relate to the rationalisation of services. The Government is very
much aware of the point made by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

The same member spoke about a dowrnurn in fanning areas a couple of years ago and said
that the Government should keep up with the good times in readiness for the bad times. I
completely agree with him, and the activities of the Geraldton Mid-West Development
Authority have been very largely directed towards diversifying the economy for the whole of
that region so that its eggs are spread widely in many different baskets which would minimise
the difficulties associated with a downturn. With regard to agricultural matters in particular,
the decision to establish the major regional centre and research establishment is a step in the
right direction.

The question of port planning was mentioned by two members. I reiterate my support for the
development and deepening of the Port of Geraldton. I say that in the context that the port
needs to be deepened should there be proven demand to deepen it. At present I am not aware
of any project which is any way inhibited by the current depth of the Port of Cieraldton, with
the exception of the grain industry, which on some occasions needs two-port loading. The
port authority has considered a number of options as a possible means of developing a deeper
harbour or deepening the current harbour. All of the options are very expensive and would
only take place in a significant development project which was likely to meet a significant
amount of the costs associated with it. The member for Mt Lawley raised the question of the
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maniner in which the port is operated, and referred to possible changes in the future relating to
joint ventures involving the port authority, maritime unions, and private shipping companies.
In all honesty, I do not have a detailed knowledge of the proposal. I am aware that a series of
discussions have taken place and that those consultations are continuing. I simply have an
open mind on the position at this stage. The member mentioned the possibility that the State
could be liable for losses. I had not heard of that aspect before, and I reiterate that I would
want all the details of the proposition before proceeding to support or oppose it. In the
discussions in which I have been involved it has been put to me that it would enhance the
already good industrial relations at the port. If that were successful, it would be a significant
aspect.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition referred to the fishing industry and the development
that has taken place. He referred in particular to the need for skills related to the servicing of
the industry. I agree with the points he has raised, but I emphasise that a considerable effort
has been made by the regional college of TAPE to make sure that it is able to provide courses
which are responsive to the industry's needs. That college of TAFE has chartered a vety
good course in terms of its relationship with industry, and I am confident that it will be able
to provide courses to fill the needs referred to by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Two members mentioned World Heritage listing, and I was surprised to hear that the
fishermen in the Geraldton area may not be familiar with my position. [ thought!I had made
it absolutely clear time and time again. With regard to the Shark Bay proposal where World
Heritage listing has been suggested, my position is that of the Government; namely, the
Government is opposed to World Heritage listing unless there is clear support from the local
community. We all know that support is not forthcoming, and that makes my position quite
clear.

Mr Reg Tubby: Would it be possible for you to give an indication in writing to the Federal
Minister?

Mr CARR. Let us not be led down sidetracks. I have given a number of assurances day after
day; the Government's position, stated clearly in this Parliament, is that it will not support
World Heritage listing for Shark Bay without the support of the local community. That is the
position which I stand by, and I doubt whether anybody has any doubts as to that position.
With regard to the H-outman Abrolhos, it has not seriously been suggested by anyone that
there be World Heritage listing in that area, except in one private book published by the
Australian Conservation Foundation. Even that organisation only listed the Abrolhos as an
almost tag end of a few other places that could be considered. The Commonwealth
Government has given a clear unequivocal commitment through its Minister for the
Environment that it has no interest whatsoever in any proposal for World Heritage listing of
the Abrolbos. I have said time and time again that the commnitrment exists.

A number of members also referred to the ministerial office in Geraldton. I find it difficult to
understand why there is such sensitivity among Opposition members towards the
establishment of that office. I make clear that I am proud of having established the first
ministerial office outside the City of Perth and am pleased that two of my colleagues have
also established ministerial offices subsequently in the regional centres of Bunbury and
Broome. Quite frankly, for too long in this State all the decisions have been made in Perth
and any effort made to get decision making out of Perth and into the regional centres is
something I am proud to be associated with.

Mr Hassell: That is why you centralised all planning powers in Perth so you could get it
decentral ised.

Mr CARR: A lot has been done in the planning field to put planning officers in a number of
centres around the State to give them an opportunity to make decisions of a local nature. We
have done the opposite to what was suggested by the member for Cottesloe and have
decentralised out of the Perth head office to regional offices established in regional centres.
around the State.
Mr Reg Tubby: You already had an office from which you could make decisions.

Mr CARR: Is the member for Greenough talking about planning decisions?

Mr Reg Tubby: Your regional office is already located there. Why can we not have an office
for the Minister for Agriculture or the Minister for Fisheries there?
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Mr CARR: The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries, and The South West has an office in the
regional centre in Bunbury.

Mr Reg Tubby: Why does he not have one in Geraldton?

Mr CARR: I have an office there. Is the member for Greenough suggesting that we should
have two ministerial offices in Geraldton? I anm surprised that the member makes that
suggestion; the next thing he will be suggesting is that we should have 17 offices up there.

The member for Mt Lawley asked specific questions about the function of officers in my
ministerial office in (Jeraldton. The best way to answer that question is to refer him to
question No. 1521 asked on 15 September by the member for Cottesice where he will finid
detailed answers. The member for Mt Lawley also commented about the Geraldton Mid-
West Development Authority having a budget increase from $370 000 to $843 000. The
explanation for that is the fact that the first figure refers to a six month period of operation of
the authority and the second figure of $840 000 refers to a 12 month period of operation.

The member for Greenough raised a couple of points regarding that authority, the first
relating to its name. I remember saying in this place when we debated the legislation in
relation to that matter that I expected that with the passage of time people would become
more familiar with the ternm "Mid-West" and would understand what part of the State that
referred to. I think that process has commenced and that a time will come in future, but not
too soon, when it will be appropriate to change the name of the authority. The member for
Greenough also mentioned the need for the authority to operate in its own image rather than
in the image or under my umbrella as Minister. I have two comments about that: First, I am
the Minister responsible for the authority and therefore have an entitlement to work closely
with it; secondly. I am quite happy to let the authority develop in its own image and establish
its own standing in the community, and to make announcements in its own name.

It is a coincidence that this morning I happened to be reading the Geraidron Guardian of
Tuesday and in that edition there are two stories in which the Chairman of the Geraidion
Mid-West Development Authority, Mr Pepperell, is making announcements about authority
projects.

Mr Reg Tubby: That is good news.

Mr CAR.R: It is appropriate that the authority have the right to establish its own image, but it
is a Government agency and I am the Minister responsible for it, so I am entitled to be
involved.

The member also raised the matter of the supply of fuel to the Morawa area. That issue has
been taken up by the authority as well as by me and I understand that following the remarks
made by the Minister for Transport in this Chamber on a previous occasion there will be
further consideration of that matter when a further case is made out.

Division 35 put and passed.

Division 36. Great Southern Development Authority, $786 000 -

Mr WATT: The functions of the Great Southern Development Authority as defined are to
plan, coordinate, and promote the economic and social development of the great southemn
region. The authority has not only my full support, but also the support of the whole
Opposition. I was recently invited to attend a lunch which has become a regular feature of
the advisory committee of the development authority when it meets in different towns. A
number of people from the town are invited to have lunch with the advisory committee
members so that they can get to know them a little better and, no doubt, to enable them to
discuss the activities of the committee.

I was delighted on that occasion to not only be invited, but also to hear the Chairman of the
Advisory Commnittee - who is also the Deputy Chairman of the Authority, Ross Anderson, a
person for whom I have much respect - say that he saw the role of the development authority
as a facilitator and expediter. Again. I thoroughly agree that that is a good definition of what
the role of the development authority should be. On that occasion Mr Anderson explained to
those assembled at the luncheon that the committee was that day discussing a number of
projects all of which were community initiatives. He gave credit to the various community
bodies which had initiated the matters that were being discussed by the commidttee on that
day.
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Thai contrasts sharply, in my view, with the Great Southern Development Authority itself,
which seems to want to claim credit for almost everything that happens in the region,
certainly in Albany, even when it has had little, and sometimes no, involvement. I say again
quite categorically that I support the development authority concept. There is noting
particularly new about that concept, it is merely a shift of emphasis.
I think I made similar comments when we debated the Great Southern Development
Authority Bill. While in Government we established the Department of Regional
Administration and no doubt theire were critics of that establishment, but it was essentially
doing much the same sort of job as the development authorities are now being asked to do but
with not quite the same structure or the same degree of autonomy. However, the concept was
not dissimilar.

A short time after the Burke Government came to office in 1983 it put the activities of those
regional development administration officers under the control of the Department of
Industrial Development. Later the Great Southern Development Authority was established
and it was shifted again. It really comprises much the same sorts of people as originally. The
regional administrator in Albany was Ken Marshall who was unfortunately killed in a
yachting accident and who I think did an excellent job. It comprised the same sorts of people
in the same sort of structure doing the same sorts of jobs. They liaised with and assisted
industry in exactly the same way as the development authority does now, but did not claim
credit for every new job created. They liaised extensively with local government throughout
the region, and were appreciated for what they did. They played an active role in promoting
the region. I remember in the early days the regional 'administrator and his staff being
actively involved in promoting our region at the Perth Royal Show. They went to the Eastern
States on missions, seeking to establish industries associated with the wool industry They
were in many ways more pro-active in their search for industries for our region than was
what is now the Great Southern Development Authority, which seems to me to be a bit
reactive. They also provided research, and liaised with local members of Parliament. We
now have a structure which has grown substantially in terms of the number of staff
employed, arid which is highly politicised.

I questioned the politicisation of the authority at the nine of its establishment. I was
particularly critical of the method by which the executive officer was appointed, although I
have said many times since then that l am not critical of him as a person, nor of the job he is
doing, because he has done a good job. I was also critical of some of the appointments to that
authority. I believe recent events have proved me to be correct, because it has now transpired
that two of the six members of the authority have been endorsed by the ALP as candidates for
the forthcoming State election. It has been common knowledge for months that the Chairman
of the Great Southern Development Authority was to be the endorsed Labor candidate for
Albany, and that another member of the authority, Mrs Jo Lynch, was to be endorsed for
Labor for the upper House ticket. The announcement of their endorsement has been
deliberately delayed so that those two people could continue to obtain maximum exposure in
the community through their activities on the authority.
The Premier recently performed the opening ceremony for major extensions to the Albany
Prison. It was bad enough that the member for Stirling, in whose electorate the prison exists,
was not invited - and I am prepared to accept that was an oversight, although it was in my
view unforgivable -but the Premier, in addressing the gathering on the day, failed to
recognise the presence of the Shire President and the Mayor of Albany. By contrast the
Chairman of the Great Southern Development Authority was mentioned three times during
the Premier's speech, and if that is not blatant politicking, then I do not know what is.

The Great Southern Development Authority recently published a four page advertisement.
The first page of that advertisement was clearly promoting personalities: Half of the page
promoted the chairman, with a large picture, and the other half promoted the Premier and the
Minister for Regional Development. The photographs took up more space than did the
message which accompanied them. It was a blatant political advertisement, and everybody in
the community saw it for what it was. It seems that the Labor Party has not learned the
lesson of 1986, when it spent in excess of $50 000 of taxpayers' money on developing and
printing policies and on promotional videos. The cost would be far greater if we added to it
the free lunches, and the charter planes which Government Ministers used to go down to
Albany. The Labor Party has not learned that people were disgusted by that expenditure.
They are now disgusted by this sort of advertisement.
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I asked the Minister a question on notice: "What was the total of all costs associated with the
advertisement?" The answer he provided was that the accounts covering such costs have yet
to be received by the authority, but the estimated cost is in the order of $4 500. 1 would be
interested if the Minister could advise me of the exact cost when the accounts come in.
However, even if the amount is only $4 500, it is a scandalous waste of taxpayers' dollars in
trying to promote certain people. I asked the Minister, "Was the advertisement designed to
promote individuals and the Labor Party in the pit-election period more than review State
Government achievements?" The answer I received was no. I suggest that goes awfully
close to misleading Parliament. The advertisement included what the authority claimed was a
review of the "Albany Tomorrow" program and of the achievements of the State Government
in the Albany region.
I will mention some of the claimed achievements listed in that advertisement, and ask why a
Government agency needs to run a four page advertisement at a high cost to the taxpayers in
order to promote itself? There can be only one answer: For blatant political pre-election
purposes. Some of the claimed achievements are quite legitimate, and I am not suggesting
that everything the authority has done has been bad, because it has done some good things. I
checked the word "achievement" in the dictionary, and found that it used words like
accomplish, attain, acquire, and reach, which suggest that some positive result has been
achieved.
The first claimed achievement of the authority is the construction of the North Albany High
School. This school was in fact opened in 1982 by the then Minister for Education, the
member for Karrinyup, yet the Labor Party continues to claim that as its achievement. I do
not know how many times I have protested about that claim, and I am not allowed to say that
is a lie, but it is certainly the next best thing to it. It makes me sick that the Government goes
on perpetrating these untruths.
Mr Lewis: Propaganda!
Mr WATT: The member can call it what he likes, but I have my own name for it.

Mr Stephens: You could say the claim that the Labor Party is responsible for the sun rising
in the east and setting in the west would have as much validity.
Mr WAlT: I was not aware they had made that claim, but they probably will in the next
advertisement.
The CHAIRMAN: I do not see how that relates to the debate before the Chair, and I would
expect someone with the experience and wisdom of the member for Stirling not to become so
trivial.
Mr WATTr: Mr Chairman, I thank you for your ruling, but I thought it was a pretty good
interjection.
The next item in the list of claimed achievements is that tertiary courses have been increased
by 50 per cent, and 30 new tertiary places have been created. I have been involved with the
college of technical and further education for a number of years. and I do not want to take
credit for myself because politics is a team game. We all work together in our communities
to try to achieve results for the people who live in them. Unfortunately politics seems to want
to drag everybody down to the lowest common denominator instead of lifting them up to a
creditable level. The people responsible for the administration of that college and the college
board have worked hard and have negotiated assiduously with the former Western Australian
Institute of Technology - now the Curtin University of Technology - and with other tertiary
institutions to establish tertiary places which have been quite outside the scope of any
Government involvement and certainly outside the role of the Great Southern Development
Authority. I can tell members that those people are not impressed at having somebody else
claim the credit for all their hard work.
The State Government claims as an achievement the fact that a land purchase for the
expansion of the Great Southern Regional College of TAFE is being negotiated and federal
funding sought to further upgrade facilities. I have been urging the Government for some
time to acquire additional land in order to allow the college to expand because it is growing
and it needs additional space: but that land negotiation has been going on for a long time and
no doubt there are reasons why the success we all seek has not yet been achieved. I think it is
somewhat fallacious to claim as an achievement the purchase of additional land that has not
yet been bought.
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The Government claims credit for additional vocational training which has been provided
through Commonwealth training programs. That sounds pretty much like a Conmonweath
initiative to me; it is hardly an achievement of the Stare Government. [t claims credit for
$1 million worth of improvements to Katanning High School, which were completed this
year; I would be very surprised indeed if the Great Southern Development Authority had
anything whatsoever to do with that. The Government claims credit for land purchased at
Down Road, with a promotional package in preparation. Three years ago the Government
promised it would develop a package of assistance to attract viable industries, yet when I
asked a question in the Parliament a short time ago requesting details of that package of
assistance to attact viable industry, the Minister simply came back and said each application
would be treated on a case by case basis - hardly a package to assist industry in the region.

The Government claims as an achievement that the great southern investment portfolio is in
preparation. If it is in preparation it is not an achievement; it is something the Government is
working on. That should be listed in its future goals, and it is one I would endorse. The
Government claims as an achievement the fact that a Goverrnent funded consultancy led to
investigation of a number of avenues, but implementation prospects are poor at this stage in
respect of the establishment of an electronics industry. It is claiming that implementation
prospects for an electronics industry are poor, and yet it lists that as an achievement. It must
have been using the member for Pernh's dictionary.

The Government claims as an achievement the Great Southern Development Authority's
liaison with, and support for, companies seeking to establish aquiculture ventures in the
region. I grant that it has liaised with them, but again the credit for those aquiculture
industries rests with private enterprise - with people like Marine Industries, Mr Alan Bums
and his company who have done so much down there. It is the role of the development
authority to liaise with these people - it cannot claim credit for those substantial investments,
the introduction of new technology, and the creation of jobs.

Mr Bradshaw: Yes, they can - just ask the South West Development Authority.

Mr WATT: Well, it is dishonest, The advertisement also says that a major seminar will be
held in October 1988. This advertisement was printed on 27 October 1988. I am not aware if
that seminar has been held, but if it has been I was not aware of it.

Mr Can: It was held and was very successful. I am astonished you did not know about it.

Mr WATT: The Minister should not be too astonished because I have tried, politely and not
too publicly, to tell him before that the amount of cooperation that exists between the
authority and me is not all that great.

Mr Carr: How do you think the other 60 or 70 people there found out about it?

Ms Bradshaw: They were written to.

Ms Canr: Rubbish!

Mr WATT: I bet they were.

Ms Bradshaw: I bet you any money you like they were all written to.

Ms Carr. I bet it was advertised.

Ms Bradshaw: It might have been advertised, but I bet the ones who turned up were written
to.

Mr WAIT: Anyway, Mr Chairrman, let us not become bogged dawn on this point.

The CHAIRMAN: I was rather disturbed at the interjections.

Ms WATT: The aquiculture venture does have tremendous scope for expansion in the
Albany area, and I would certainly endorse any support that the Great Southern Development
Authority gave it, and would endorse that seminar's being held;, I simply said that [ did not
know whether or not it had been held. It would appear that the advertisement had been made
up for some time before it was actually published, from the way it is worded.

Another of the Government's claims of achievement is in respect of mineral exploration, to
update and upgrade the region's base geological data by producing the great southern
geological survey. The Government claims the survey has included geological map coverage
of the area, aeromagnetic surveys, review of mineral deposits and resources potential, and so
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on. -Before the Great Southern Development Authority was established we had the Great
Southern Regional Development Committee, which used to meet quarterly. Geoff
Blackbume, from one of the mining companies - and I am not sure which one - used to come
to just about every one of those meetings and bring with him to every meeting an update of
those maps for the committee to look at. That work has been going on for some years, and I
am sure the member for Stirling will agree with me.

Mr Stephens: I certainly will. It is working with the Mines Department in any case.

Mr WATT: Exactly. It is a typical example of how these departments are trying to pump up
people with all these figures to give them credit for something they have not done.

Mr Stephens: They are not giving credit; they are taking it.

Mr WATT: That is right - they are trying to claim the credit. One of the promises made was
to improve Government services, and a claim was made that a new Govemtment office
building to enhance the availability and efficiency of Governiment services would be
provided. The Government claims that detailed planning is completed and that timing and
location are now under discussion. I am aware of the report that was completed some time
ago now - many months ago.

Mr Bradshaw: Timing - just before the election.

Mr WATT: Precisely. The Government also claims as an achievement a new police
licensing centre now under way in Albany. It is one of the projects I have been making
representations to the Government about. Incidentally, I have been making representations to
the Government about many of these things, but the new licensing centre has had funds
committed for it in the Budget this year and it is a project I thoroughly welcome and endorse.

The Government claims achievement in having established the Rainbow Coast Tounism
Directorate with local and State Government funding to promote the region more effectively.
I also endorse that, but I think it must be said that that arose out of concern that the tourist
promotional effort in Albany was far too fragmented. There were far too many small
organisations each getting a bit of funding from here, there and everywhere and they were not
being as effective as they might. The Great Southern Development Authority, having some
funds available for this son of thing, was asked to convene a public think tank to which all
the interested parties in the region - tourist operators. local authorities, members of
Parliament, tourist promotion committees, and so on - came. In a number of discussion
groups one common theme emerged - namely, the need to combine and coordinate that
tourist effort so that better value could be gained from the money put into tourist promotion -
and the recommendation was that one body should be formed to promote tourism in the
region. That was the birth of the idea of the great southern development directorate. I
welcome that development and I am grateful that the GSDA was able to be involved. That
involvement typifies the role I referred to when I commenced my remarks and referred to in
the remarks made by the deputy chairman of the authority, Ross Anderson, when he
described the role of the authority as a facilirater and an expeditor. It is an excellent example
of how a community can come up with an idea and how an authority can put the idea into
practice.

Another acclaimed achievement is the $300 000 for the residency museum addition to house
the Eclipse Island optic. The optic has been a hobby horse of mine for a long time so I
support that. When the light was dismantled I had negotiations with the Federal Department
of Transport to obtain the light for Albany. The development officer for the Town of Albany
at the time, Brian Laurance, was also involved. A condition of our obtaining the light was
that it be housed within one to two years. The optic has been stored away and concern was
expressed that it was deteriorating. The Federal Government had commenced inquiries about
the light's being returned because we had done nothing about installing it. Actually the
Federal Government did us a favour by putting the pressure on because we now have a
building which is almost completed. The building and the light will certainly be a welcome
tourism attraction.
I welcome the State Government's contribution to the Albany Forts Project which is to be
officially opened the weekend after next. I strongly support this project. It is entirely proper
for Governments to provide all these sorts of community facilities. The authority should act
as a facilitater and an expeditor in negotiating with the Government to gain funds, but that
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does niot mean the authority is responsible. The credit for the project belongs to the town
council and people such as Max Berryman who have pestered officers into action to ensure
the project became a reality.
Another claimed achievement is the $6.5 million spent on stages I and UI of the Albany
Regional Hospital development. Stage III is scheduled for 1989-90. However, when I asked
a question about the funding of stage IIl, I was told that an allocation would appear in the
1989-90 Budget, subject to the availability of funds. So I am not sure about that commitment
as it is rather a wishy-washy one.

Mr Macinnon: They left out the small print.

Mr WATT: Yes. When the plans were announced for the extension to the Albany Regional
Hospital. the civic leaders were told quite categorically that stages I and El would be
comnmenced immediately, and that when stage 11 was completed, stage ml would follow
imnmediately. I am not sure if the member for Stirling attended those briefings but the
statement was clearly made; it has not been denied whenever I have mentioned it. However,
on the completion of stage 11, we found there was no money for stage Ill. Then the surprise
is that a large allocation has been made for upgrading the Geraldton District Hospital. I do
not begrudge the Geraldton people the upgrading of their hospital, if necessary, but I object to
promises being broken in relation to funds being set aside to upgrade the Albany District
Hospital when those funds are so desperately needed. The Government also claims the credit
when the Lions Club of Albany has been responsible for bringing to fruition its magnificent
day care project. Of course, the Government provided some of the funds, but had it not been
for the Albany Lions Club's initiative the day care centre would not have been established.

Mr Stephens: As a member of that Lions Club, 1 can say that the project was well under way
before the GSDA was set up.
Mr WATT; The member is absolutely correct.

Several members interjected.

Mr Carr: If you do not want the money you can send it back.
Mr WATT: That was a stupid comment for the Minister to make because he knows very well
that I have not criticised the Goverment's funding the projects. The Minister should not
mislead the House. I have welcomed the provision of these funds. Credit should be given
where it is due. The Government should not claim the credit to the political advantage of
people who are standing for Parliament when those people have done nothing.

A number of the claimed achievements are nebulous and vague. Towards the bottom of the
advertisement is a small section headed "Future Programmes' which mentions finalising
plans for the redevelopment of the Albany foreshore now that the decision has been made to
relocate the railway activities. In a recent Press article announcing the name of the ALP
candidate for Albany the statement was made that the Opposition had not supported that
project. Mr Chairman, that is blatantly untrue; the Opposition has always supported that
project. When the Leader of the Opposition was last in Albany. shortly after the options had
been announced at a public meeting. I took him down to the development authority where he
was given a personal explanation of the four options and shown the plans and the site. We
made a commitment at that time that not only would we support the project but also that in
Government we would give it the same support. We also stated that we believed strongly in
the method that was being followed in that the people of Albany were being given the
opportunity to become involved in the development. We have always said that, and we will
continue to say that. Anyone who wishes to spread untruths about our comrmitment should
refer to the record.

Other "Future Programmes" outlined in the advertisement include an industrial locations and
waste water study of the Albany area which is aimed at providing a clear strategy for
industrial development under environmentally acceptable conditions. I strongly support that
program. I will cooperate in any way that I can. Both the Government and the Opposition
promised prior -to the last election that they would acquire industrial land for Albany. A
study was carried out by Max llipkins who identified what he believed to be the most
environmentally suitable land. The first proposed industry to be established on that land was
a tannery. However, the conditions imposed on that project by the EPA would have doubled
the costs which made the situation impossible. Obviously the Government's future program
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is aimed at finding a suitable area where industry can be established without that sort of
consequence.

The Government also plans continued support for che expansion of the region's tourist
industry. I thoroughly support that and I always have. Commencement of the 'Working
Together" project is planned and this will provide a detailed statistical base for assessing the
region's community service needs. Again, that has my support, as does the preparation of a
detailed investment portfolio to publicise the region's development opportunities. The
development authority has established a great southern regional profile which lists the
essential features of the region so that anyone planning to invest in or establish an industry
would have ready access to the necessary information. That is a very useful document.

All in all, I believe that the Great Southern Development Authority has a role to play. I also
believe it has been blatantly political in many of the things it has done. However, when we
are elected to Government we will ensure a continuing, but, hopefully, less political role for
that authority.
Mr STEPHENS: My first comments will be fairly profound. The only reason the member
for Albany got to make those comments before me was that he received the call before me.
Having said that, I endorse everything that he said with respect to the Great Southern
Development Authority, and particularly his remarks with regard to the blatantly politically
orientated advertisement that appeared in the Albany newspaper which he said cost
approximately $4 500.
The National Party also supports the concept of a Great Southern Development Authority. I
have said from the beginning that I would not criticise the GSDA and thatI would give it an
opportunity to prove itself. However, at the end of three years a cost benefit analysis of the
authority should be done. The authority has been operating for a little over two years. In that
time it has spent a great deal of money, but the people of Albany have not seen many
developments, and hence this advertisement appeared in the local newspaper trying to shore
up public support for what it has achieved. Nearly everything that has been achieved to date
would have been achieved regardless of the existence of the GSDA.

In relation to the program for development of the foreshore, I hope the authority takes note of
public opinion because my sampling of it as I have moved around my electorate is that it is
substantially against some of the grandiose schemes that have been proposed. Most people
want to see a more cost efficient and effective method of dealing with the problem. Time
will tell whether the development even goes ahead. Certainly, many of us hope that if large
amounts of money are to be made available, that money could be better utilised to establish
industry in the town to provide sustainable employment for the people of the town, It appears
at the moment that some of the schemes that have been advanced for the foreshore
development may bring only a limited amount of work at the development stage and provide
no long term employment. For the benefit of the region, we should try to establish industries
that provide long term employment. The member for Albany adequately covered these
matters, and I know that we are not allowed to make repetitious comments.
Mr Want: Only if they are tedious.
Mr STEPHENS: Some of those advertisements and comments are pretty tedious.

I wish to make one further point in addition to the points made by the member for Albany
relating to the establishment of the Great Southern Development Authority. At the time the
Bill was passed, many people involved in local government were apprehensive that the
authority may try to take over its role. That fear still exists. I think we have to be careful that
nothing is done to pre-empt the role of local government and support that fear.
Recently, I was amazed to discover that the Executive Officer of the Great Southern
Development Authority had become involved in what I believed was a shire matter. Concemn
had been expressed in Albany about library facilities, and some members of the shire sought
the advice of consultants about the future construction of another library to be run by the
shire. I believe that is a proper role for the shire to play.
I will not get involved in the merits of whether Albany should have another shire or not. I
was surprised to learn that the executive officer of the authority wrote to the shire president
pointing out that it was not a desirable move. It took two pages for the authority to explain to
the shire president what it thought about the idea. I expressed my view directly to the
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executive officer, and I pointed out that the council is an elected body, and if the electors are
not satisfied with their councillors' performance, they have the opportunity to get rid of them
at the next election. Unfortunately, the ratepayers do not have the same opportunity to get rid
of the executive officer. I believe that his actions were outside the parameters of his
responsibility as head of the authority. [ do not think it will require many of those types of
actions before the authority loses the confidence and support of the people in the region and
particularly those who support the continuing role of local government. [ urge the Minister to
urge caution by officers of the authority. The Minister should ensure that that type of
interference does not take place. [f it continues I am afraid confidence in the authority will
diminish.

The National Party supports the concept of the authority but is keen to see a more cost
effective operation.

Mr CARR: Members seem to be a little sensitive about the role of the Great Southern
Development Authority. I am a little disappointed to hear that that sensitivity is continuing.
Some of the criticisms made firstly of the GSDA by the member for Albany -
Mr Wart: You are a fair minded person. What would your attitude be to the authority if the
boot was on the other foot?
Mr CARR: I was about to say that the criticism by the member for Albany was a little unfair,
at least in some respects. For example, his first criticism was of the GSDA being political. I
have gone to considerable lengths, as Minister for Regional Development, to convince
members of the authorities that I do not want them to be political. The allegation was based
largely on the fact that two members of the board have been selected as Labor Party
candidates for Parliament. Many people on each of the authorities and on the advisory
committees are of varying political persuasions. We have deliberately appointed people to
those authorities and advisory committees who are of political persuasions opposite to ours.
Members opposite know from the composition of those authorities that what 1 say is true. I
hope they are not suggesting that we should be so careful of being political that we appoint
all Liberal and National Party members and no Labor Party people.
It happens that two members of that particular board are Labor Party candidates, but [ hasten
to make the point that these candidates have taken leave of absence from the board. That is
an attempt to say that what they are doing as political candidates is separate from the work
they have done as members of the authority and separate from the continuing work of the
authority. It is an attempt to protect the integrity of the authority. There would have been
much more scope to criticise the authority for being political if the two people had accepted
endorsement and then said, "We will continue to be members of the authority and actually
function as members of the authority, notwithstanding that we are political candidates." The
case is the opposite of what the member has alleged. The two people involved have taken the
right action, one which is in the best interests of the authority during the course of the
election campaign.
The member for Albany criticised the use of a newsletter from the authority which was
inserted in the local paper and which publicised the achievements of the authority. First, it is
a legitimate role of any Government organisation to tell people what it is about. it is
pointless having an authority doing things in a region if it cannot tell people what it is doing.
I would defend the general action of having a newsletter that publicises the activities in which
the authority has been engaged. [ can understand that there are always sensitivities when
various agencies want to claim credit for various achievements. There are always activities in
which a number of players are involved. Most of the items which were read out by the
member for Albany were legitimately items in which there were a number of players.
The member for Albany began his speech by saying that the role of the authority should be to
facilitate, coordinate, and expedite regional development. I agree that that is the role of the
authority. It is difficult to assess the part played by such an authority when it has that
general, far reaching ambit to be involved in facilitation and coordination without being a
prime doing agency. I believe that the authority had an involvement in each of the projects
which were referred to in that paper. That is not to say that in my view it was the prime
doing agency and should have sole responsibility.

Mr Wart: It is like our job as members of Parliament. People come to us for help and we
give it to them, but we do not claim credit for it.
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Mr CARR: We do claim credit for bringing to fruition projects in which we are involved.
We do not claim the total credit, but we do claim credit for being involved. When there are a
number of players in a particular event, there is the difficulty that the different players might
have different views as to how much credit they should claim. I simply make the point that
the development authority since its inception has been involved in a very wide range of
activities and that as a result of such involvement a number of projects have been brought to
fruition. A significant degree of credit is due to the authority.

I was disappointed to hear the member for Stirling say that local governments were still
sensitive in their perceptions of the authority. I had picked up the fairly clear impression with
regard to both the authorities within my jurisdiction that they had managed to reach out to
local government and establish fairly good working relationships with it and a fairly good
understanding of it. I am disappointed to hear that there is still some fear of the authority in
sections of the local governiment community. I simply concur with the member for Stirling's
comment that the authority needs to be very careful not to intrude into areas which are
properly within the jurisdiction of local government.

Item 1: Amount required for Services for the year -

Mr WATT: Under which heading would we find the cost of sending members and staff of
the authority to attend conferences? On 24 August 1 asked a question about the number of
members and staff of the Great Southern Development Authority who travelled to Bunbury to
attend the Australian Labor Party Rural Conference at the Lord Forrest Hotel. I asked a
multipartite question about aircraft charter, who attended, and in what capacity, and whether
any accommodation expenses were incurred by the people who attended. I also asked about
other expenses such as meals and registration fees. The Minister replied that the conference
was a public conference or seminar and suggested that it was a rural and regional seminar
entitled "Pathway to the 1990s'. His answer, in part, reads -

This seminar, while organised by the Australian Labor Party, was open to the public
and attended by a wide range of people, including Hon Mick Gayfer, MLC. The
seminar was held to enable the broader rural community and agribusiness leaders to
participate in discussion on rural and regional matters.

The fact that the Minister explained that the people attending were rural community and
agribusiness leaders suggests to me that Hon Mick Gayfer probably attended in his capacity
as Chairman of Cooperative Bulk Handling Ltd. In any event, it would not matter to me who
was there representing any particular political party. I think it is poor form that members of
development authorities are invited to attend clearly party political conferences at
Government expense. What is more, it is entirely unacceptable that when a question is asked
of the Minister about the expenses incurred for such activities, he fobs it off completely and
gives an answer consisting of generalities that do not answer any of the specific questions
asked. I ask the Minister under which heading in this item those expenses appear and
whether any Budget allocation has been made to cover that sort of activity during the year. I
suggest to him that it is not legitimate for development authorities to be engaged in such
activities.

Mr CARR: The Bunbury seminar referred to was organised by the Labor Party but it was not
in any way restricted to Labor Party members. A range of people from all sorts of
backgrounds attended the seminar. I see no reason why anybody in the State with an interest
in regional development should not have attended. I see no reason to consider it improper for
people from the Great Southern Development Authority to have attended that seminar.
With regard to the specific question of where that expenditure occurs in the Budget, I refer
the member to the line "Other Staffing Costs" under the broader heading of contingencies.
The vote of $83 000 includes travel costs.

Mr Watt: Does it also include advisory conmittees?

Mr CARR: Yes. It includes travel costs for staff, board and advisory committees, and
provision for staff training costs, employer superannuation contributions, which take up
$20 000 of it, and fringe benefits tax. A range of items are covered under the vote of
$83 000, but the item referred to is one of the parts of that $83 000.
Mr BLAIKIE: I want to continue the -
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Mr Can: The filibuster.
Mr BLAMKE: What did the Minister say?

Mr Carr: I[thought that the member for Vasse was about to say he wanted to continue the
filibuster, and I was just helping him out.
Mr BLAMKE: I will expand on the remarks made by the member for Albany, My remarks
are in line with a series of questions asked in relation to this area yesterday of a series of
Ministers. The Minister for Mines was asked a similar question last night relating to
expenditure under the item "Contingencies" which he promised last night would be available
to the House today.

The DEPUT'Y CHAIRMAN (Dr Alexander): Order! We are debating the Great Southern
Development Authority.
Mr Can: I have it here in my bag, but members opposite have been filibustering for so long
that I have not had timre to get it out of my bag and take it across the Chamber to the member
for Vasse.

Mr BLAUCIE: This is not a filibuster. There are a number of matters that [ take exception to
on behalf of the ratepayers I represent. The Minister has already said that part of the funding
approved this year for the Great Southern Development Authority was for personnel to attend
a rural policy seminar run by the Australian Labor Party in Bunbury in August this year. My
objection to this matter - and you might not have the same sort of objection, Mr Deputy
Chairman - is that I do not believe that any Government officer should be directed to attend
such seminars.
Mr Can: Nobody was directed to go.

Mr BLAIKIE: They were directed to go and their fees were paid by taxpayers, as was their
at-tendance and accommodation.

Mr Carr: Who directed them to go?

Mr BLAIKIE: Their transport to an Australian Labor Party seminar was also paid far by
taxpayers.

Mr Canr: Who directed them to go?

Mr BLAIXIE: If they had refused to go, we know what the bully boys of the Minister's
organisation would have done to them.
Mr Canr: Refused to do what?

Mr BLAMKE: If they refused to go to the seminar we know what the Minister and his
cronies would have done to them.

Mr Canr: How can the member for Vasse say they could not refuse?
Mr BLAIKIE: I will tell the Minister what he would have done to him if he had not attended;
he would be an Aboriginal Affairs officer at the back of Balgo, that is what the Minister
would have done to him. I take strong exception on behalf of my constituents to the ALP
having seminars of a totally political nature, attended by the Prime Minister, that Government
officers had to attend. The Government gels its officers to pay into the ALP for a political
sem-inar to bolster the number of people attending. That is a ront. What the Labor Party did
was a political ront, and [ take great exception to it.
Mr Hodge: It did not need bolstering; it was sold out.

Mr BLAJIKIE: Of course it was sold out. Will the Minister indicate the number of
Government officers who attended the seminar and whose entry fees were paid by taxpayers?
Mr Can:. 11ow would I know that? Since when have I been responsible for the finances of a
Labor Party seminar?
Mr BLAIKI: The Minister is guilty by association. The tort pulled in relation to this matter
was quite disgraceful. If people look back at the days of Sir Charles Court, those sort of
matters were not the order of the day, and should not have been. The people who went to the
seminar would have stayed at the Lord Forrest Hotel and paid their $ 100 a night. I have no
objection to people doing that of their own free will and accord, but [ take the strongest
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exception when it is purely for parry political purposes, and that seminar was for no other
purpose than that.
Mr Can: Rubbish! People from all walks of life were there.

Mr BLAIKIE: Good luck to the people who went there of their own free will and accord.
However, the Government officers who attended did so at the direction of the Government.
Mr Hodge: Show us one Government officer directed to attend.
Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister for Conservation and Land Management should tell us which
Government officers paid their own way and were not paid for by the Government.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! The level of background conversation on my left is far
too high for me to follow the debate, so could members please desist.
Mr BLAIKIE: Will the Minister provide - and not only to me because I think the member for
Albany has a great interest in this matter - a breakdown of the figures under "Contingencies"?
Mr Want: How much a night is it at the Lord Forrest? Are the taxpayers paying?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Albany should not interject out of his
seat.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Government has to provide a far broader detail of expenditure for people
who attended that conference, which was nothing more nor less than a conference held for
party political purposes. I rake great exception to that happening, particularly when their
capitation, transportation, and accommodation fees were paid for by taxpayers. It is a trt
with which I totally disagree.
Mr CARR: So that there is no doubt in anyone's mind, the seminar referred to was organised
by the Labor Party and was a conference to bring together people from a whole range of
backgrounds and walks of life with an interest in agricultural and country and regional issues
in Western Australia. There were hundreds of people at that conference, including large
numbers who were not members of the Labor Party and including a considerable number of
people who were members of other political panties who were brought together at that
conference of their own free will because they thought they could get something constructive
and positive from it in terms of what is happening with the development of policy for the
country areas of Western Australia. They got good results, because it was a very successful
conference and many important issues relating to regional development and country issues
related to agriculture were raised. There were some Government officers among those people
who contributed to the general pool of information supplied to the people who participated at
the conference. I see absolutely nothing wrong with that and make no apology for it.

Mr HASSELL: I have no evidence in relation to this matter of whether Government officers
were directed to attend that conference.

Mr Can: No-one was directed to attend.
Mr HASSELL: I have no evidence about that. The member for Vasse is dealing with this
matter, but it appears to be admitted by the Minister for Regional Development that the
Government of Western Australia paid accommodation and registration fees for Government
officers to attend the Labor Party conference.
Mr Can:; It was not a Labor Party conference. The Labor Party conference was at Collie the
next day, and nobody from the Great Southern Development Authority attended that
conference.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister has said specifically on occasions that the conference was
organised by the Labor Party. Therefore, as a matter of plain, common language, it was a
Labor Party conference.

Mr Can: It was a conference available to anybody interested.

Mr HASSELL: Will the Minister tell me who received the funds? The Labor Party received
the funds.

Mr Can: There were no funds; it covered costs.
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Mr HASSELL: There were funds received by the Labor Party. The Minister said that there
were funds received by the Labor Party.

Mr Taylor: All sorts of people attended that conference.

Mr HASSELL: I do not deny that all sorts of people attended the conference. I do not deny
that Government officers attended the conference. What I am trying to get clear is that the
taxpayers supported Government officers of this State attending a Labor Party conference
and paid for their accommodation and for their registration fees.

Mr Taylor: You have been caught out twice this week.

Mr HASSELL: I have not been caught out at all.

Mr Taylor: You have been caught out twice - with the BLE and LandCorp.

Mr HASSELL: The ELF received preference, and LandCorp -

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Alexander): Order! I ask the speaker to return to the topic,
and for interjectors to stick to the topic if they must interject.

Mr HASSELL: This is the way Government Ministers have been answering questions on
Rothwells for weeks on end. This is the kind of twisting which has been going on. The
Minister assisting the Treasurer is saying that a conference organised by the Labor Party is
not a Labor Party conference.

Mr Taylor: Of course it is not.

Mr HASSELL: A conference organised by the Labor Party is not a Labor Party conference!
Is that the proposition this Minister expects the Chamber to accept?

Mr Blaikie: It was a rort.

Mr HASSELL: Obviously. Let me take the stance, on the basis of supposition, that it was
not a rort.

Mr Canr: It was not a rort.

Mr HASSELL: Would the Minister seriously suggest that the Government would arange -

leave out the word "direct" - to charter an aircraft, and to pay the registration fees and the
accommodation for Government officers to attend a conference organised by the Liberal
Party?

Mr Can': Yes. These are people whose specific responsibility relates to regional
development and matters of country policy. It is perfectly proper for them to attend any
conference relating to country policy organised by any organisation.

Mr HASSELL: We axe talking about the impropriety of them being paid for by the
Government, not the impropriety of their attendance. About two and a half years ago we had
a rural seminar in Northam. The member for Vasse was there, if I remember conrectly, and a
number of other Opposition members. It is a funny thing, but no Government officers turned
up'

Mr Cart: Did you invite them?

Mr HASSELL: None of them paid registration fees. No Government aircraft were chartered.

Mr Carr: You did not 'invite them; how did you expect them to come?

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! The level of interjection is affecting the proceedings.

Mr HASSELL: It is a scandal! The Labor Government of this State fails to distinguish
between its party political activity and its role as a Government. It is using the facilities of
this State to provide Government officers at a Labor Party seminar, as somebody called it.
The payment of charter aircraft fees, registration and accommodation for those Government
officers to go along to what was a promotional exercise for the Labor Party was a scandal. Is
anyone seriously denying that if one holds a political party conference on a particular subject,
or a seminar, one of the objectives, if not the sole objective, is the promotion of that political
party?
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Mr Blaikie: Of course it is!
Mr HASSELL: When we held our rural seminar in Northam it was to promote the image of
our party in the rural areas and the projection of our policies on behalf of our party in the
rural areas in order to get input from the people who attended.

Mr Can: Is that why you did not invite any Government officers?

Mr HASSELL: I have a number of functions planned which are not totally dissimilar, in the
sense that there is a guest speaker and an invitation list. A number of Government officers
are on that invitation list. Would it be imagined for one minute that a Government officer
will be paid for by the taxpayer to attend those functions? Would it be thought proper for
him to be paid to attend? I cannot believe that the Government is seriously defending this. I
cannot believe that the Minister can sit there barefacedly and say it is okay. This tells us
something about the standards of a Government which has said this week that it will be
honest, open and accountable.

We are talking about the Budget of this State and the spending of taxpayers' money. I do not
deny that it is appropriate on some occasions for Government officers to attend seminars
organised by political parties and to give a non partisan, expert input of their knowledge
relevant to the subject in hand. But the idea of their attendance being subsidised by the
Government, or by the taxpayers, for a purely and undilutedly political purpose of the
Government of the day - not on a bipartisan basis but on the basis that it is the Labor Party in
Government and the Labor Party will cook this up to suit themselves and to suit its friends -
is scandalous. This is the level of morality of this Government. This is the basis upon which
we are told about its openness and accountability.

Mr Cash: How many other functions have been held where the Government has been
pouring money into the Labor Party's pockets?

Mr HIASSELL: That is a very good question. The Government should have the decency and
the good grace to admit now it was wrong and give the clearest undertaking that this will not
happen again, instead of the Minister sitting there and brazenly attempting to defend it. I
cannot believe, after the events of recent weeks, that the Government has the face to defend
it. Only this week the Premier said, "WA Inc is dead; we will be good boys.' Dead, my eye!
The structure and the activities are in place, and when the Government is confronted with its
past activity it defends it instead of admitting to its wrong doing and saying it should not have
happened, as is obvious. Who could possibly suggest that that was appropriate conduct? If
the Labor Party wanted Government officers at its conference, the Labor Party should have
paid for them, and that is the standard which should apply.
Mir WATT: I come back to the point that when [ originally asked a question of the Minister
on 24 August 1988 inquiring about expenses paid for Government officers and development
authority board members, I complained about the fact that I had asked for details of those
costs. It is a legitimate exercise for me to raise these sorts of issues in the Parliament, and as
far as I am concerned it is proper for the Minister to handle those questions as asked. After
all we are dealing with the expenditure of Governiment money. I was fobbed off originally on
24 August, when the Minister basically tried to paper it over by saying that it was a right
because Hon Mick Gayfer was there. What utter rubbish. When he did answer the question
he still fobbed me off and tried to justify it by bringing in all sorts of issues. Is the Minister
going to give me the information I sought, and if he is not, why not?

There are other issues about the staff of the Great Southern Development Authority. I would
like an undertaking from the Minister that what occurred at the last election will not occur at
the coming election. The Great Southern Development Authority now has a staff of 10,
including two or three research officers. I do not want my remarks to be construed in any
way as a slur upon those research officers, because I know and respect two of them.
However, some staff of the Great Southern Development Authority last election wrote policy
for the ALP in that office. I want an assurance from the Minister that that will not happen
again in this election. I also want to know whether he will answer the question I put forward,
and if not, why not. It does not matter what they call it - a conference, a seminar, a meeting,
a get together, a think tank - because when it is sponsored by the ALP it clearly has one
objective, and that is to promote the political party which is sponsoring the event.

Mr BLAIKIE: The members for Contesloe and Albany have already expressed their
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displeasure, concern, and distaste for the Government's operations in what I call putting out
the pig trough to further its own ends. What the Government has done with this conference
in Bunbury is a disgrace. This is but one example of the many which will come forward in
respect of a few areas.
I am quite concerned about the number of people who approach me and who have been to
Parliament House -

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Alexander): Order! We are talking about the Great
Southern Development Authority.
Mr BLAIKIE: I can assure you, Mr Deputy Chairman, that I am talking about the Great
Southern Development Authority -

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please do so.

Mr BLAIKIE: These people are from the great southern. They come to Parliament House -

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The point is that we are discussing the item under the Great
Southern Development Authority. [ ask the member to respect that in his remarks. There is
another place for the sort of remarks he wants to make, and that is in the general debate.
Mr BLAIKIE: The item I am discussing is certainly under the matter of contingencies. I
have already expressed concern about the way the Government is allowing the taxpayers'
funds to be used simply to extend its pure political motives. The Government has done this
with conmmunity leaders' luncheons at Parliament House for people from the great southern.
Literally hundreds of people from the country have been invited here, believing that members
of Parliament pay for these lunches, when everyone in Parliament House knows that the
taxpayer is picking up the tab. Mr Chairmian, you would understand that under contingencies
it is a ron. The difficulty lies in finding out which Ministers are misappropriating it -
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! Two things - the member is in a sense inviting me to
respond and clearly I am not in a position to do that, and secondly, we are discussing the
Great Southern Development Authority. That does not give the member licence to talk about
anybody from the great southern.
Mr BLALKIE: Mr Deputy Chairman, I can understand how you, like myself, are
embarrassed by the Government using -

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! I think the member was close to reflecting on the
Chair, which is totally out of order.
Mr Bradshaw: No, he wasn't.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I believe he was and I will not tolerate that sort of behaviour.
Mr CARR: I cannot understand the way the Opposition carries on about things which are
perfectly reasonable and normal.
Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr CARR: Could I just put this in a little bit of perspective? I am not going to talk about
lunches because the lunches the member spoke of have nothing to do with the great southern.
Let us talk about the Great Southern Development Authority. It is made up of people who
have a mandate to be involved in issues concerning country people around the State. The job
they are paid to do is to assist with regional development, with decentralisation, and with the
promotion of issues that assist country people. It is perfectly within their rights to attend any
range of functions and seminars which promote regional development or country issues. If
those seminars are organised by the Country Women's Association, the Farmers Federation,
the Country Shire Councils Association, the Liberal Party, or the Labor Party, it is still
perfectly reasonable for them to attend those functions and to engage in an exchange of views
concerning the best way to promote particular developments in country areas of this State.
For the Opposition to try to create the thought that there is something wrong with people
from the Great Southern Development Authority or any other development authority or the
Department of Regional Development travelling Mround the country areas of the State and
attending seminars where matters of concern and interest to country people are conducted is
quite simply failing to understand that the people in the Department of Regional
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Development and the development authorities have the opportunity to be involved in a range
of issues affecting country people.

The member for Cortesloe asked specifically whether [ had any objection to people in those
sonts of development authorities and Governiment departments attending a Liberal Party
function. Quite frankly, if the function or seminar is organised by the Liberal Party and
brings together people from a range of backgrounds who are involved with a particular
subject discussion relating to their responsibilities, I would have no objection. I think it is a
perfectly proper role for people to attend functions that relate to the subject areas of their
work, and it is perfectly proper for them to receive reimbursement of expenses. I do not
know what the Opposition is going on with.

Division 36 put and passed.

Division 45: Conservation and Land Management, $76 189 000 -

Mr WATT: I will be fairly brief on many of the issues under the general area of this
Division. The first relates to a question which - surprise, surprise - was not terribly well
answered. However, I was interested to look at the Budget figure for Department of
Conservation and Land Management because that was exceeded by something in the order of
$7 milion, or 12 per cent, last financial year. When I asked the Minister for details of why
that budget had overrun by so much, and who authorised the expenditure, he gave me an
answer which was so general as to be not terribly informative at all. Apart from the fact that
he endorsed the request for additional funds, the Minister explained that there was a variety
of reasons for the overrun, which included a higher level of commercial operations than
budgeted for, fighting major bush fires last summer, and the purchase of land for addition to
the D'Entrecasteaux National Park. In asking a question of that type it is perfectly reasonable
to be given details. A generalised answer of that sort could be a cover up for anything. I am
not suggesting that the Minister is trying to cover up anything; all I am saying is that I think a
question of that type deserves an answer that is a little more informnative than that which was
given. The Minister might, during his response to this debate, add a little more detail to that
question- I become very concerned that the questions we ask in this place are frequently not
answered adequately.

Mr Hodge: They are frequently not asked adequately. You asked a generalised question and
you got a generalised response.

Mr WATT: I asked for the nature of the overexpenditure. I have been told by people in a
number of Government departments - when one has been here for 15 years one makes a few
friends in departments - that the word has gone out to the people who prepare parliamentary
questions to tell the Opposition nothing. They have been told that if a question is asked in
such a way that it can be given a yes or no answer, give it. That is smart alec stuff.

Mr IHodge: If that word went out, it went out long before we came to Government.

Mr WATT: I ant telling the Minister that more than one person has received that instruction
from the Government.

Mr Troy: They thought you would be stupid enough to believe it.

Mr WATT: If the Minister wants to resort to personal abuse, so be it.

Mr Troy: It is absolute rubbish.

Mr WATT: It is not rubbish. The Minister is denigrating the Public Service now.

Mr Troy: And so are you.

Mr WATT: Absolutely not. The fact is that those claims have been supported by the types
of answers we receive. Some of the answers that we receive to questions without notice are
bad enough, but the answers we receive to questions on notice are a darned sight worse.

The fact is that the department overran its budget by $7 million, or 12 per cent. [ regard any
extra expense incurred in the fighting of bush fires as legitimate. However, if the Minister
had been half smart he might have told us how much of the extra amount was used for the
purchasing of land and how much was used for the fighting of bush Cutes.

For most of us there are times when we would like to see land purchased in our electorates
for a particular purpose but we cannot persuade Government departments to allocate extra
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money for that purpose because there is never enough in the Budget. However, when the
Minister wants a bit of land, never mind whether the purpose for wanting it is good or bad, he
is prepared to approve of probably millions of dollars - we do not know how much because
he will not tell us -for that purpose.

Recently I participated in the Greenhouse 88 Conference held at the Superdrorne. Although I
regret that I could not attend on Thursday evening because I had a commitment in my
electorate, I spent all day Friday at the conference and found it quite interesting. I suspect
that a significant number of public servants attended that conference, no doubt at the
taxpayers' expense. It cost me $30 and I presume it cost other individuals the same. That is
an interesting observation, following the debate on the Great Southern Development
Author ity.

We share a comnmon concern for the Greenhouse Effect. Clearly, it is a matter that transcends
all party political barriers. I think it is one that all agencies, both in politics and in other
areas, need to address with concern for our future. There is no doubt that, individually, we
are able to do little which would have any profound influence on the factors that are adding
carbon dioxide in significant amounts to the atmosphere. Therefore, any action needs to be
taken on a global basis. It will require commnitment, a lot of money for research, and
cooperation between all the parties. Everybody will need to be tolerant of the points of view
of others.

Perhaps the most glaring example of a lack of understanding of the point of view of others at
that seminar was the differences of opinions over the use of nuclear energy. The conference
was divided into a number of discussion groups to consider different questions. One of those
groups considered the possible alternative to nuclear energy given that, in terms of
atmospheric emissions, it is a much cleaner form of energy than that supplied by burning
fossil fuels. It was the greatest single issue and it caused the most division at the conference.
There was a high level of agreement on most of the other matters that were considered. We
will have to keep abreast of that and ensure that we are up to date with our technology.

I want to suggest something to the Minister that crosses political barriers. Different weeks of
the year have been allocated for different activities. I believe we should give consideration in
the future to having a greenhouse awareness week to educate people by way of television and
by supplying materials to schools, colleges and universities so that everybody will become
better acquainted with the deteriorating changes in our weather patterns. They also need to
become aware of changes to agricultural activities, water conservation and a whole range of
things. [ believe there will be many benefits from that sort of program. Clearly the public
needs to be informed because it will need to cooperate to control and manage this problem.

[Leave granted for speech to be continued.]

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again at a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr
Pearce (Leader of the House).

(Continued on p 4539.1

LIQUOR LICENSING BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council with amendments.

FORESTRY - REVOCATION OF DEDICATION
Assembly's Resolution - Council's Concurrence

Message from the Council received and read notifyinig that it had concurred in the
Assembly's resolution.

[Questions taken.]

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 71JS pm
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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL

Committee

Resumed firomn an earlier stage of the sitting. The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Dr
Gallop) in the Chair; Mr Peter Dowding (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Division 45: Conservation and Land Management, $76 189 000 -

Progress was reported after the Division had been partly considered.

Mr WAIT: The next matter I want to raise relates to emus.

Mr Hodge: Which item is that?

Mr WATT: I think we are debating conservation and land management in the general debate.
It is my understanding that CALM has something to do with the management of emu stocks,
and if I am wrong the Minister should teUl me quickly and save a lot of trouble.

On 24 August I asked a 15 part question of the Minister on behalf of a person who is very
experienced in trapping or shooting emus in the pastoral areas in the north of the State. He
was quite anxious to try to establish an industry based on emus. After this 15 part question
was asked, an answer was given which simply said that the required information would be
sent mn writing to me. I have not yet received that information and I would like to know how
long the Minister regards as a reasonable length of time?

Mr Hodge: What date was the question asked?

Mr WATT: It was asked on 24 August, which was two and a half months ago. I think that is
enough time.

Mr [lodge: So do 1. I think you should have had a reply.

Mr WATT: There is the potential for an emu industry to be established which does not
involve just the breeding of emus. An emu farm has already been established and the people
who established that industry have done so on the basis of tanning emnu hides. The
production of emu oil is another industry which has considerable potential. The problem that
this person put to me was that there was open season on emus, and although emus are - I do
not know about officiall1y, but unofficially - regarded as vermin, it is not possible for
commercial shooters to obtain a permit to kill them for commercial gain.

Mr [Hodge: They are protected fauna.
Mr WATT: That is amazing when there is an open season for them. That is my
understanding. lamn going only on what this person has put to me.
Mr Hodge: It can be declared from time to time when the numbers get too great and damage
begins to be done.

Mr WATT: What this person is asking for concerns the open season. Kangaroos are in
exactly the same situation. A considerable amount of employment is created as a result of
allowing people to have a pernnit to capture a certain number of kangaroos for per food, and
their skins are used for making toys and things of that sort.
Mr Hodge: The matter is much more complex. I will respond in a moment.
Mr WATT: It is hard to base an argument until I get the answers to the questions I asked two
and a half months ago. I have been waiting for those answers. There is a potential for
employment opportunities and for people to exploit a new industry, and we should look at it
carefulfly.
Referring to the export of birds, the Minister would be aware of the concerns of many fruit
growers about the damage caused to fruit crops by some varieties of parrots. It was my
intention to raise this matter during the debate, but about a month ago - on 19 October - an
article appeared in The West Australian under the heading "Breeder snared in bid to get

eg". It concerned a Swiss who tried to smuggle native bird eggs out of Western Australia.
Unfortunately for him, and fortunately for the officials, I suppose, he was caught. Some of
the birds of Western Australia fetch very high prices in some countries. I am told that in the
United States, particularly in California, one can obtain just about any Australian bird one
wants. I am told they are bred, and exported, having been smuggled in from Mexico, which
is a little way down the track. They are being well cared for and there is nothing inhumane
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about the breeding of those birds. I am told one can get weeros, rosellas, cockatoos and a
variety of parrots. If we have an excess of birds in some areas, particularly parrots, and they
are being bred overseas, dealers should be pennitted to trap the birds for profit. I am not
suggesting we should open the floodgates and allow the wholesale selling of our birds, but in
those areas where parrots are causing considerable damage to fruit crops some consideration
should be given to the licensing of trappers and dealers so that it can be turned to same
advantage. It is already going on, but if dealers were licensed and allowed to sell birds
legitimately, this would make a big dent in the illegal activities going on. I mentioned
America, but I am sure some of our Australian birds fetch high prices in Europe as well. We
have something we do not want, but we do not seem to want anyone else to have it. It would
represent an alterniative for some fanners.

I was recently approached by a professional fisherman concerned about his inability to fish in
the Hamnersley Inet adjacent to the Fitzgerald National Park some 50 kilometres west of
Hopetoun. I understand the area is open to amateur fishermen but not to professionals. Let
me correct that. It is open to professionals, provided they come in by sea, but that is not
practical, so effectively it is not accessible to professional fishermen. Professional fishermen
are allowed to fish in a number of areas outside national parks - incidentally the l-amersley
Inilet is outside the national park - but where access can be gained only through national
parks, fishing is not permitted. That includes access through the Fitzgerald National Park and
areas such as Doubtful Island, Gairdner River, Gordon Inlet and Triglow Beach.
I understand I-arnersley Inlet has not been fished professionally for many years. The
fishermen argue, with some justification I would think - I cannot discuss the merits without
actually having been there - that they use the same boats, the same equipment and the same
vehicles to get in and out through the national parks, and it seems very strange that amateurs
can go through national parks to reach areas like this and fish with considerable quantities of
net and take out quite large quantities of fish, yet professional fishermen are not able to do the
same. They argue that they are responsible because it is their profession. They know they
have to look after the resource and the area they want to work in and therefore they take a
responsible attitude to the environent where they work. I think some would question that
and I suppose the degree of responsibility would vary from fisherman to fisherman. Some
obviously would be mare responsible than others.
I had a similar situation recently with the Two Peoples Bay reserve, where the fishermen -
mulie fishermen in the main - were concerned that they would be prevented from driving
through. I took that up with the Executive Director of the department, Dr Syd Shea, and he
was able to resolve that for me. I have now taken this matter up with Dr Shea and he has
advised me that in this case they are not prepared to change their ruling. I find that very
difficult to understand. The fishermen told me that in the Stokes National Park the
Department of Conservation and Land Management has set aside a camping area for
professional fishermen which is separate from the camping area where others, including
amateur fishermen, are provided for; that system works really well. As I said before, the
situation is the same there - the fishermen go out with vehicles, boats and nets and are not
bothered by CALM. It is making life very difficult for the professional fishermen. The
number of inlets and areas available for professional estuarine fishermen on the south coast is
limited. Princess Royal Harbour and Oyster Harbour, with their pollution and algae
problems, have dimninished in their capacity to provide fish for professionals - and, of course,
for amateurs. I would like the Minister to look at that and give consideration to providing the
access the fishermen need.
My next point relates to the renewal of the woodchip licence for WA Chip & Pulp Co Pty
Ltd. As I have said before in the House, I support the renewal of the WACAP licence with
the proper environmental conditions being imposed, and by and large I have no difficulty
with the conditions which have been recommended by the Environmental Protection
Authority. However, I was concerned about a couple of them and some weeks ago I went to
a public meeting in Manjimup where these conditions were debated. The farmers of the area
were clearly unhappy with those recommendations which would prevent them from selling
the timber cleared off their land where they want to use the land for some alternative purpose.
As I understand it, the EPA is trying to prevent farmers from clearing land in order to take
advantage of the cash value of the trees for some short term gain rather than really wanting to
take advantage of the increased availability of the cleared area for a legitimate fanning
purpose.
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I think that now comes under the Minister's responsibility and I simply want to endorse the
very strong views expressed at that public meeting, which I anm sure have been conveyed to
him, and to say that I share those views. I think what the people of the Warren Shire area
generally are saying makes abundant good sense. Members will recall the strong wind that
recently went through the area - and I understand that wind was stronger than when cyclone
Alby passed through. On one. farm near Albany 100 large trees blew down. That fanner was
told he could not sell those trees to the chipper. I took that matter up with Dr Shea also and
he has referred it to one of his officers in the Department of Conservation and Land
Management at Albany. I referred the farmer to him but I am not sure what the outcome was.
The fact is that because of these conditions he was told, initially at least, that he was not
allowed to sell that timber 10 either McLeans or the WACAP woodchip mill.

Mr Blaikie: Just while you are on that point, the Minister might comment on it because I was
going to raise the same subject. Someone rang me tonight to say there had been a directive
that they cannot sell timber to the chipper; it has to be felled or pushed down.

Mr WATT: I am sure the Minister will discuss that, because it is an important issue. [ think
it demonstrates the inflexibility of the system. It is a bit of a nonsense when the only
alternative is probably for the owner of the Carn to hire a bulldozer to push the the trees up
into windrows and bum them, thereby incurring a lot of expense. If the fanner came out with
nothing at all - if the proceeds from the sale of the chips were sufficient only to meet the costs
of transport - I think most people would be happy to see that occur so that there was no
waste.

The next matter I want to raise is similar to one which has been fairly well aired in the
Geraldton area. It relates to a farmer by the name of Mr Menv Heinrich who has a farm on
which it was claimed that a rare or endangered species of wattle, I think, was found. Part of
his farm was declared a protected wildflower area and he was prevented from fanning that
area, which of course effectively deprived him of pant of his income. As I understand it - and
I am sure the Minister will tell me if!I am wrong - he cannot sell the part of the farm on which
the flowers are supposed to be growing; he cannot farm it because that would disturb the
flowers; and he is not entitled to any compensation. Therefore, he really has been a victim of
a Government action which clearly has deprived him of part of his income. Worst of all, I
arm told that it has now been very adequately demonstrated that the species of wildflower on
his property has been found not to be rare and is certainly not restricted to his property.
There are plenty of others around which have that species of wattle growing on them.

I do not know what Government policy is on these things. I know another farmer in the
Geraldton area was in a similar situation and he had a long and very hitter battle with the
Government over compensation. I suppose it is hardly surprising when these disputes are
being settled that the parties do not agree on what represents fair value, but at least in that
other case negotiation took place. My understanding of this case is that the fanner is not
being offered anything, and if that is the case I really think the Government cannot have it
both ways. If the Government tells somebody that his property will be locked up and he
cannot do anything with it, he has to be compensated at market value.

Mr Hodge: We never said that.

Mr WATT: As I said, it is a while since I discussed this with the gentleman concerned, and I
would be. interested to hear the Minister's version; if it is favourable to the gentleman, I arm
certain he will be happy with such an answer.
Mr GREIG: I wish to raise some matters in connection with the Minister's portfolio, almost
exclusively concerned with the Swan River and its associated waterways.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Division 47 deals with the Waterways Commission; we are
dealing with Division 45 at present so it may be better if you wait for that Division.
Mr GREIG: I will deal with those matters later. The issues I wish to raise now relate to the
general way in which the field officers of the Department of Conservation and Land
Management conduct their responsibilities. I draw the Minister's attention to two matters,
both of which concern my electorate of Darling Range. I am concerned not so much with the
issues but the way in which the officers went about their task.

The first matter relates to a quarrying or transport company which has licences and approvals
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for gravel pit mining operations in the Darling Range, and provides, mainly for shire councils
in the eastern and southern suburbs of Perth, a road base of high quality. A situation occurred
with the Vinci family, based at Pickering Brook, which had difficulties over a period of time
in which the previous Premier and my predecessor. Mr George Spriggs, were involved. I do
not want to go into the history of the matter. The issue I want to raise with the Minister -
perhaps it does not warrant an answer tonight, but I will leave it with him - was the dictatorial
attitude adopted by the field officers who virtually arbitrarily closed down that operation.
The company had contracts at that time with the Shires of Belmont and Kalamunda, and was
left in limbo, with no clear understanding of whether it could continue its operations. This
occurred in October last year. At the time the company was loathe to raise the matter. The
Minister will recall that was the time of the by-election and members of that company had
discussions with me as I was then the candidate. The company was concerned that if the
matter was raised publicly, or in Parliament after I was elected, the continuation of its
business could be put in jeopardy.

I am not certain now what has happened. The company has continued to operate, but
whether it has managed to achieve a level of approval which gives some ongoing
permanency for its operations, or whether it is operating on a day by day, week by week, or
month by month approval, I do not know. At the time the company certainly worked on a
permanent basis, and the department's officers virtually put a stop to it. The company is most
concerned about that. I raise this matter in a general way and ask the Minister to treat it with
some sensitivity, bearing in mind that the family company involved did not in any way wish
to create public embarrassment. It did seem to me that a better method could have been
adopted by the officers in the department.

Similarly, in almost the same location there are a number of orchardists in Pickering Brook
Road, to the south and east of Pickering Brook, who have, for some years, practised a form of
vermin control over parrots getting into the orchards. There are about half a dozen
orchardists along the south east side of the Pickering Brook Road. and on the north east side
there is Crown land. Further in there are gravel pits, a swamp and a lot of dead trees where
parrots nest. When the parrots find a nice source of food supply they fly across the bush and
into the orchards. The orchardists found that the most effective method of control was a
deterrent. They would venture across the road, up to 100 or 200 metres onto Crown land, and
deter the parrots by shotgun. Officers from the Minister's department prevented that.

My memory does not serve me well on this, but I assisted one of the orchardists to write to
the Minister and, as I understand it, he has not received an appropriate answer. That
orchardist continued, through last summer's stone fruit season, to use that form of verm-in
control. H~e was told, "You cannot cross the road. You can only shoot a parrot if you can
show that that parrot is eating the fruit." I ask members to picture the scenario of waiting
until the parrot starts to eat the fruit, the orchardist blasts at it, and half the tree and its fruit
goes down as well. With parrots, particularly 28s. once they get the taste of the fruit they
continue to eat it all the time. The orchardists found that by stopping the parrots, particularly
the young ones, they had a fairly effective preventative program. The orchardists were
provided with all sorts of environmental suggestions for deterrents such as hanging disused
magnetic acoustic rape over the trees, putting balloons on them, and flying kites. Those
methods were unbelievably labour intensive and ineffective.

Again this was a problem not so much because the orchardist was in a position where he had
to seek proper approval, but more the way that the officers went about it. At the time I did
not go into the detail of getting the name of the officer or officers involved. I had some
consultation with the orchardist, agreed on a course, and that sems to have been okay. It
seems that this has been okay, but I ask the Minister to consider how field officers behave
because in many instances they are almost public relations officers for the department when it
comes to interaction with the public. In my judgment a lot was left to be desired in those two
instances. In both cases the end result was that people who were initially constrained by what
can only be described as the fairly high handed, dictatorial, hands on hips, shot gun approach
of "You shall not" became antagonised; they received no answers and consequently they have
continued to do what they were doing previously. That has left the Government and this
Minister in the situation of leaving people without a clear yes or no. I suppose a wink is as
good as a nod but I ask the Minister to consider that and to look at the way officers
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of his department relate to people, because it seems to me that they may need to improve their
manner and behaviour.

Another matter, concerning waterways, which I intend to raise in the next Division but which
can be dealt with in its own right, is related to a motion I raised earlier in the year relating to
the Orange Grove chemical waste dump. As the Minister knows, that matter was not
pursued; unfortunately as a result of administrative concerns I have been involved in
litigation with cwo of the Minister's colleagues and under those circumstances it was not
prudent to continue wit that matter. I am aware the Government has agreed to establish a
toxic waste disposal facility, and I hope the Minister will use this opportunity to provide the
Chamber with a report on the progress of that facility. At the time the matter was raised there
was quite a lot of public debate about it. I ask the Minister to give some assurance to the
people in that area, who were and are concerned that toxic materials are still being dumped at
Orange Grove and after next winter's firrst heavy rains will be discharged across their
properties. They are concerned about the problem of heavy rain, overfill in the area
generally, the problem of disposal within the general tip area, and the hydrological pump
concept. They are concerned that as a result of the continuing fill into the tip there may be a
syphoning effect, with some of the residues in the tip again being discharged across the
Tonkin Highway, through those open farming areas and special rural areas, and into the
Canning River.

Concerned residents have continued to raise this matter with me. The residents are partly
aware of why it has been difficult for me to proceed with this matter in Parliament. I do not
wish to canvass that side of it. However, this matter is still sitting on the Notice Paper - today
it is Order of the Day No 52 - and with the recent curtailment of private members' business, it
will not now be brought on. In a genuine way, therefore, I ask the Minister to take the
opportunity to do two things: Firstly, to report on the toxic waste facility; and, secondly, to
bear in mind that in May or April next year the season will break and the first of the heavy
rains will come. The residents have told me that over recent years when it has rained heavily
there has been a discharge across their properties. As the Minister will be aware, some of
those residents have had their own chemical analyses taken. There was a lot of controversy
about that, but the residents would like to be assured not only that the discharge will not recur
because of alternative disposal but also that there will be greater control and monitoring of
the tip itself so that the residues do not continue to be discharged across their land.

I wish to refer to studies undertaken by the department in respect of Prestige Brickworks and
airborne emissions from it. Studies have been undertaken about the likely area and impact of
those emissions, particularly on residential developments to the east of the brickworks site
and the Helena Valley. As a result of proposals for urban development in the Helena Valley
the matter of noise pollution from Perth Airport was recently raised with me, as was the issue
of airborne emissions from the brickworks. Diagrammatic information was provided to those
residents when the brickworks was approved. I have seen that information; however, the
studies undertaken indicated that the prevailing winds would be easterly and the plume which
would come from the brickworks would be generally dispersed to the west of the brickworks
into an industrial area close to Perth Airport. The Minister would be well aware that the
majority of prevailing winds are westerly and south westerly; if one takes a line into that
proposed urban development - which I am confident and hopeful will not proceed - in the
Helena Valley, one finds it is almost exactly due west of the brickworks. I may well have
been provided with only half of the information by residents who may have vested interests,
but the facts I have seen indicate that all of the studies undertaken by the department into
airborne pollution from the proposed brickworks ame based on prevailing easterly winds.
That is patently a false premidse and almost could not be true.

I seek an assurance from the Minister that the studies into airborne pollution from the
brickworks have been properly and scientifically undertaken in a way which has real
credibility. In respect of the Helena Valley - and the Minister will recall that we had some
correspondence about this - there arises in my judgment a significant void between the
Mimister's portfolio and the portfolio of the Minister for Planning. It relates to the issue of
the Helena Valley itself. The area is unique in the sense that not many watercourses of that
nature come down from the Darling Scarp. The Canning River ins down from the scarp,
with a few minor tributaries, as does the Helena River and the Avon-Swan. I accept that the
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studies undertaken by the Minister's department indicate that no specifically endangered or
exclusive species inihabit the Helena Valley, and it does not contain fauna of a particularly
exclusive nature. Nevertheless this is a natural rural precinct which is unique, and bird life is
abundant. As a community, from a planning point of view, we should acknowledge that the
area is worth preserving for the metropolitan area - in the same way that ouir forefathers had
the vision to give us Kings Park. The Minister could argue that the area is not unique.
However, the situation may be looked at from a planning point of view. If we consider the
area is not environmentally important - and that tends to be the response of the department -

that removes the problem from the Minister's plate. The Minister for Planning says more
urban land is needed but [ hope that he will take on board the concerns of the Helena Valley
residents. Perhaps the two departments could take the opportunity to consider the situation
and come to realise that the rea does have environmental and planning value and that
cooperation should take place between those two departments. At the moment the residents
of the area feel frustrated that the buck is being passed between both departments. I have
explained why that occurs but nevertheless people are not satisfied. I place these matters
before the Minister in the hope that he will respond to the concerns of the residents of the
Helena Valley - the airborne emissions likely to be emitted from the Prestige Brickworks
when it comes into operation, and the general issues of environmental protection and
conservation and associated planning.

Mir GRAYDEN: Under this Division I wish to discuss the destruction of flora and fauna as a
consequence of the actions of feral animals, particularly feral cats. An urgent need exists for
the Government to fund a program to control and, as far as possible, eliminate the feral cat.

Recently, the Australian Conservation Foundation held a conference in Sydney, subsequent
to which The Australian and one or two other newspapers published summaries of the papers
delivered at the conference. The Australian newspaper of 10 October 1988 ran an article
under the heading "Feral animals wipe out S0pc of desert mammals" as follows -

Half' the mamtmals native to the vast Australian arid zone, an area comprising more
than two-thirds of the continent, are now extinct.

The Australian Conservation Foundation's (ACE) national conference in Sydney, held
at the weekend, heard disturbing evidence of unfolding disaster among Australia's
native outback species from Dr Mark Stafford Smith of the CSIRO's Division of
Wildlife and Ecology in Mlice Springs.

Further on the article reads -

The lengthening list of rid zone extinctions reads like a knell for Australian wildlife.

The western quell and the greater stick-nest rat, four species of bandicoots, four kinds
of wallabies, four mice, a numbat, a bettong, a lesser bilby and a dunnart have
vanished from a region where once they were plentiful.

Dr Smith listed a further 14 species that are either close to extinction or else have
sustained a significant reduction in their range.

Further on, Dr Smith said -

The arid zone today is a battleground of competing species, with the powerful
introduced pests and predators vanquishting so many long-established natives, and
ever-increasing pressure on all species from humankind.

The Bulletin of 25 October 1988 also ran a summary of the papers delivered at the
conference. The article, in part, reads -

Ecologists around Australia have unearthed startling evidence of a new wave of
extinctions coming in the next three decades. Native populations of many species
have reached bedrock, with 70 mammal, bird, reptile, frog and fish species likely to
be lost within 30 years unless urgent action is taken. Australia has already lost 1.8
species of birds and mammals and 78 species of plants in the past 200 years ...
..The arid zone, comprising 70% of the continent, has lost 35% of native mamnmals

in the past 35 to 50 years.

Further on, the article states -
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Population growth, habitat desrmction, introduced predators, reduction of Aboriginal
burning and exploitation of plants and animals all1 threaten Australia's 540 bird
species, 530 reptiles, 245 mammals and mare than 155 amphibians.

Mnother paragraph reads -

Steve Morton, the principal research scientist of CSIRO division of Wildlife and
Ecology in Alice Springs .. - says that, of the 71 species of terrestrial mammals
known originally from the arid zone, I I have become extinct, five have disappeared
from the mainland and are confined to offshore islands and 15 have declined
dramatically in range, often becoming absent from the arid zone and persisting only in
the semni-arid fringes.

In Western Australia all sons of things contribute to the decline of our fauna - the clearing of
land, poisoning, foxes, but also feral animals. Fauna or its habitat is affected in many ways,
first of all by cats which are probably the most important of the predators, together with pigs,
rabbits, buffaloes, cattle, brumbies, donkeys, camels, and goats. As an aside, tonight I heard
a news report of a black panther appearing between Bunbury and Albany. A landowner in
the area came to the fore and said that he had often seen the animal relatively close to his
home; he said it was a particularly large feral cat. Of course, many feral cats are at least
twice the size of normal domestic cats.

Strangely, cats came to Australia with the First Fleet. Unlike our native animals which do not
breed prolifically, cats, when they become wild, have up to eight litters a year. In 1883, the
New South Wales Govermnt introduced a Bill which I think was called the Rabbit
Nuisance Bill in which the Government extolled the virtues of introducing cats and releaing
them into the wild. Shortly after the Bill was introduced thousands of cats were released in
New South Wales in order to combat the rabbit. They have since been introduced into the
other States and now are right across Australia. The only habitat in which they do not exist in
any quantity is rainforest.

As everybody knows, cats are extraordinarily effective hunters. They kill more than they
need for food. Anyone who has a domestic cat knows that, irrespective of how weli fed it is.
it will kill bird life or mice or anything which is of a reasonable size. In the agricultural areas
and particularly in the dryer areas, these cats frequently take up abode under a water tank or
trough and simply sit and as the birds come for water they put up their paws and catch the
birds. They also take up abode near rock pools, soaks, or something of that kind and are
decimating our bird life and our smaller mammals. We have many tiny animals that are no
bigger in some cases than mice, with many being only the size of rats.

Feral cats in Australia have few enemies. The only likely enemy they have is the dingo and
once a dingo has attacked a feral cat it will not do it again in a hurry because feral cars are
more than capable of standing up for themselves. They can also climb trees and escape that
way if necessary provided there are trees in the area. They are very formidable animals
indeed.

People who go out shooting foxes by spotlight in the agricultural areas seldom waste
cartridges on feral cats which they see all the time but seldom shoot. They are only trapped
by accident if people are trapping rabbits or foxes and they stray into the traps. Poisoning is
also effective and, naturally, feral cats in certain areas where baits are laid often take the bait.
Apart from that, they are multiplying at an incredible rate, particularly in the pastoral areas
and in the arid inland of our country and are killing increasing ntumbers of our fauna.

The situation today is very different from that which existed 30 years or so ago. In 1953 1
had the opportunity of going to the Rawlinson Ranges which are in central Australia near the
Western Australian and Northern Territory border. At that lime Aborigines in Australia did
not receive social services. Rations were made available to indigent natives, to the extremely
old and the incapacitated. All others had to fenid for themselves. We had wit us an
Aboriginal interpreter who was from that area and the whole of the area between Laverton
and the Northern Territory border was occupied by nomadic Aborigines. No matter where
we went, whenever we came in contact with Aborigines, through the interpreter - the
Aborigines in that area came from the Pitjantjatjara tribe - they all spoke about the feral cats
being a basic source of food. Because there is no surface water in central Australia, only rock
pools, soaks and watering points of that kind, there are virtually no kangaroos because
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they are dependent on surface water; but there are cats. Obviously, they are able to gain
sufficient water from dew or from small marsupials and birds which they consume.
However, it seemed strange at that time that the Aborigine was dependent on the feral cat for
much of his protein. There were no rabbits because it was too arid for them and dingoes were
half starved. Aborigines certainly ate the dingo but they really went out of their way to eat
feral cats. As a result, of course, the cat population in that part of Australia was controlled.
The situation today is very different. Every Aborigine throughout the State is employed or
receives social services of one kind or another. Not one single Aborigine does not fall into
that category, according to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 1 have not been to the
Warburton Ranges for about 15 years, but when I went there then no self respecting
Aborigine would think of going anywhere on that reserve unless he went by vehicle. They
had given up their nomadic way of life. There was no way that they could continue to control
the number of feral cats throughout that vast arid area of central Australia.
It is for that reason that we hear the comments to which I have already alluded from the
National Conference of the Australian Conservation Foundation. It was stated that half the
mammals native to the vast Australian arid zone, an area comprising two thirds of the
continent, axe now extinct. They are extinct principally because of the feral cat. They have
never had to contend with a predator of that kind. Of course, the cat is eminently suited to
taking small marsupials and the ground frequenting birds which exist in that vast central area
of this country.
There are, of course, various means of reducing the numbers of feral cats. The three basic
methods are trapping, poisoning and shooting. However, those methods have limited
application. They are principally practised in the agricultural areas, seldom practised in the
pastoral areas and not at all in the central arid zone. Itris extremely important, therefore, if
we are to protect the fauna of Western Australia, that the Government sponsors and funds a
program for the control, and if possible the eradication, of feral cats. Such a program could
take various forms, the most desirable of which is a combination of the various methods that
are available. A bounty on dingoes has long existed in Australia and it is one of the principal
means of controlling dingo numbers. Aborigines in this State kill them to claim the bounty as
do people living in the mining and pastoral areas of the State. It would be relatively simple to
extend a bounty to feral cats. It would have to be a fairly substantial one, but if it were
extended we would soon have a situation akin to that of the dingo. People would go out of
their way, if they were shooting foxes at night, to kill feral cats if they knew they were going
to be paid, say, a $5 bounty for each one they shot.

Another way in which we can control feral cats is to interest the gun lobbies because they
could do a great deal if they were so disposed - I am sure they would be - to controlling feral
animals, particularly the feral cat. All sorts of organisations are involved with shooting and
they would welcome the opportunity to make a contribution to the preservation of fauna in
Western Australia.
Another means by which we could control the number of feral cats in this State would be to
involve the Aboriginal communities. We have Aboriginal communities in the central area,
the Kimberley and virtually all other areas of this Stare. In many areas, particularly the
central area, employment is non-existent and the Aboriginal communities could form units, or
whatever one would like to call them, for the purpose of controlling and, if possible,
eliminating feral animals. I am certain that they would make a very good contribution. The
Aborigines, with their expertise and instinctive love of hunting, would be perfect candidates
for any wildlife program designed to eliminate these threats to wildlife in the State.
Another point which must be considered is the need for research. At Mlice Springs the
CSIRO has a division of wildlife and ecology which is studying the various species of fauna.
I do not know whether their research extends to feral animals, but CALM could liaise with it,
if it has not already done so, to be kept informed of any research that takes place at Alice
Springs. If there is currently no research into feral cats then, without question, some research
should be commenced.
In the past we have done little about feral animals which have been introduced into the
country unless, of course, they have presented some sort of threat to agriculture or pastoral
activities. In such instances, action has been taken. I refer to the shooting of donkeys in the
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Kimnberley and the shooting, poisoning and trapping of foxes in the agricultural areas. If a
feral animal does not present a problem in agricultural and pastoral areas nothing is done
about it, irrespective of the damage it is causing to fauna in this State. In that respect, feral
cats affect wildlife not only because they are predators, but also by carrying serious diseases.
Such diseases are not only confined to cats, but also extend to Australian fauna, domestic
animals and even human beings. For instance, the feral cat carries sarcoptic mange which is
caused by several varieties of mites.
Another disease called toxoplasmosis produces cysts and strangely it has very little effect on
cats, but it does have a serious effect on some species of fauna and domestic animals. This
disease can cause spontaneous abortions, ulcerations and blindness in domestic animals.
Sheep and cattle can also be affected by this disease and it is a major cause of abortion in
ewes. The feral cat is a serious predator as far as our fauna is concerned and it is an animal
that carries serious diseases which can be a threat to fauna, domestic animals and humans.
Mr BLAIK-IE: I am concerned about some of the pressures that have been placed on people
wishing to enjoy those areas under the Minister's control and I refer specifically to national
parks. Some 12 months ago a proposition was put forward that the Boranup State Forest be
declared a national park. The proposition was originally put forward by the Liberal Party and
subsequently the Government indicated that it intends to declare the forest a national park.
Part of the area consists of karri forest and it is located in the vicinity of the caves system in
Margaret River and is adjacent to Caves Road. While I support the forest being declared a
national park - it will add to the Leeuwin National Park - I am concerned that once it becomes
a national park the access to the State forest which the public now enjoy will cease. People
now have access to State forests, provided they are not blocked off for quarantine purposes.
and they are able to ride horses and generally appreciate a State forest, but the same does not
apply to national parks. There is a growing concern that national parks should be available to
the public for recreational activities.

In my opinion, once the Boranup State Forest is declared a national park the same level of
access which the public have enjoyed should be maintained. One of my constituents has
pointed out that, with the knowledge of Governiment officers, she has been riding horses in
the area for over 40 years, but she has been told that as soon as the area is declared a national
park access will be denied to her and other horse riders.
I ask the Minister to take the matter on board. We should look at a system of classification of
national parks which would take into account the differences between them. In some areas it
would be appropriate to have wilderness areas designated. In other areas the vegetation
might not be unduly affected if safeguards could be put in place when granting access in a
controlled way to those areas. The member for South Perth, who has just resumed his seat,
raised the matter of feral animals in national parks. I support his comments because feral
animals are most destructive.
With respect to land management, I refer to a Class C reserve at Dunsborough in the Shire of
Busselton. The reserve runs from the Duntsborough townsite to Eagle Bay. Some time ago
the Minister announced that the Government intended to upgrade B and C class reserves
throughout the State to A class reserves. The principal reason for doing so, in the
Government's view, was to give it a more effective control over the operations of the mining
industry. I believe this particular C class reserve is the south west's equivalent to Kings Park.
The land ought to be made a Class A reserve and accorded the full status of that
classification. Already a number of developments are proposed for the area in Curtis Bay. A
marina development and onshore developments with hotels and condominiums are among the
fairly extensive developments being suggested for that Class C reserve. I am concerned that
not enough information about what is being considered for the area is being made available to
the public. The commuunity should be fully informed of what is contained within these land
areas.

The Minister's department has a very significant role to play in any decision to allow such
developments to proceed and in what manner they should proceed. It is not simply a mailer
of passing it off to the planning or land admidnistration people. Before the day is out, the
Department of Conservation and Land Management will conduct an environmental review.
Officers of the department will thus have a very significant impact on whether any use will be
made of the land. Already that has happened.
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I turn now to an area of land on which the Dunsborough Lions Club warnted to build housing
for the aged. It wanted some 10 acres of Class A reserve land. It required the approval of the
local authority and the Minister of the day. The approvals were granted, but the Department
of Conservation and Land Management, in spite of total community support, wrote back to
rte secretary of the Lions Club in Duns borough in the following terms -

Dear Sir,

RE: SURVEY FOR RARE FLORA - PROPOSED RETIREMENT VILLAGE SITE1
DIJNSBOROUGH

I refer to your letter of September 18, 1987 to Mr. Kim Williams of our Bunbury
Office and request for a flora survey of the proposed retirement village site,
Dunsborough.

The release of a portion of reserve 26129 as proposed by the Lions Club of
Dunsborough for development purposes would not meet with our approval regardless
of the result of such a survey. The reason being that uses of this Parkiand reserve for
purposes other than conservation of coastal flora would create a conflict.

This is the punch line. To continue -

Although the proposed site may not contain rare species itself, the general area has the
potential to support such species.

Thus it can be seen that the Department of Conservation and Land Management has
considerable influence on what does or does not happen within areas. This is a very
important case in point because although there are no rare plant species in the area and
qualified botanists have so indicated, the department has stopped the project because the area
could grow rare and endangered species. Such is the influence of the department! The
Minister should be aware of the mattens raised in such letters and his department should be
far more objective in its views than was the case in this instance.

In recent weeks the Minister for Agriculture attended a function where kangaroo meat was on
the menu. Kangaroo meat in due course will be sold to domestic consumers. I wonder how
heavy an involvement the Minister for Conservation and Land Management had in acquiring
approval for that course. I note that a number of people were opposed to the concept. I
support the proposal, if it is car-ried out in a very positive and sensible way. It will add to the
catering industry's opportunities to trade and follows similar legislation in other States. It
makes no sense to have a management program for kangaroos under which they are simply
slaughtered and left where they were shot. In some cases the carcasses have a residual value
and are sold for pet meat. It makes much better sense to sell kangaroo meat domestically. It
is important for the public to be satisfied with the quality of the product and that it be
marketed in a controlled, orderly fashion.

A further mailer has been causing the horticultural industry a great deal of concern. It relates
to the damage caused by birds to horticultural crops. It has been estimated that in various
regions of the State the damage caused in that industry could run into several millions of
dollars each year. Earlier this year there was some Press coverage of the events in some of
the principal horticultural areas. The problems which have arisen this year are similar to
those which have occurred in past years and which will occur in the future. On 3 February
this year an article appeared in the Warren-B lackwood Times under the headline "Fruit farmer
strikes out at parrot plague". It would have been a dangerous place to be at that time. The
article stated -

Seven Day Road orchardist Gordon Maslin shoots and poisons anything that flies
through his apple trees.

It continued -

It is the only way of controlling the problem with parrots Mr Maslin has in his
valuable orchard ...
Mr Maslin says it is hard work which would be made easier if the Conservation and
Land Management Department had not stopped the only bird trapper, Kevin Osborne,
from using his mist net to help farmers such as Mr Maslin control the bird problem.

It further stated -
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Mr Maslin said the birds were in plague proportion during 1985 when he killed about
1000 by using a sheep dip and oats mixture.
Then in 1986 about 1000 birds were trapped in the mist net in the orchard.

It continued -

Mr Maslin sees killig parrots as protecting his livelihood.

In the same newspaper in a different article it stated -

Manjimup Fruit Growers' Association secretary Dianne Fry says the orchardists are
receiving no help in protecting their crops.

It continued -

"A survey in 1984 estimated that orchardists in the area lost $1 million because of a
bird problem"

During an active bird trapping operation from 198110o 1986 NIT Osborne captured
2000 birds a year ...
"From October, 1986, Mr Osborne has been not been permitted to operate his mist net
and bird numbers have increased rapidly by between five to seven birds a pair".

That is the dilemmra which faced the people in that area. They received no response from the
Minister. An article in the Warren-B lackwood Times on 2 March under the headline "Legal
action only course: Orchardists" stated -

Manjimup Fruit Growers' Association is considering taking legal action against the
Conservation and Land Management (CALM) Department for losses incurred by
orchardists since the mist net trapping of birds was stopped by the deparment ...
Seven Day Road orchardist Gordon Maslin who has shot more than 300 birds, says
his losses amount to about $ 10,000 ...
Graphite Road orchardist Harvey Giblett supports moves to recover fruit losses from
CALM through legal means.

Mr Giblett says birds have caused at least $ 10,000 worth of damages to his fruit.

That is part of the scenario in which growers approached the Minister asking that mist nets be
put in place. Those nets trapped the birds as opposed to the other method of shooting them.
The Minister eventually replied to the orchardists in an article in the Warren-Blackwood
Times on 15 June. He is quoted as follows -

Shooting bird pests in orchards has been advocated by Conservation and Land
Management Minister Barry Hodge.
In a letter to Manjimup bird trapper Kevin Osborn, informing him his permit to
operate a mist net for trapping birds had been refused. Mr Hodge said shooting birds
was still considered the most effective method of control.

That is part of the argument that had developed and which is continuing. I remind the
Chamber that the Western Australian Fruit Growers Association has now taken up the cause
and is concerned at the response it has received to date. That association has a very
competent secretary, Mrs Helena Whitman, and she wrote to the Minister of behalf of the
fruit growers on 24 June 1988. In her letter under the heading "Re: Bird Control" she wrote -

At a recent meeting of the full Executive of the Western Australian Fruit Growers'
Association (Inc), the following motion was put and carried:-

"That due to research activities being ineffective in curtailing bird damage in
orchards, the appropriate authority issue Licences to as many trappers as apply
in specific areas where the damaging birds are affecting orchardists
livelihoods".

The letter continued -

Some orchardists stated that due to bird damage they were lucky to salvage 10% of
their crop.
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It is not simply an isolated case. The matter is of great concern to the whole horticultural
industry . The letter continued -

The situation was becoming quite intolerable and apart from the inhumane and at
times dangerous means of eradication, the only acceptable alternative is trapping.

In the name of conservation, the grower is being discriminated against and denied a
means of earning a living. The alternative for him is to sell his orchards at a loss, as it
is not a viable proposition, and join the dole queue.

The orchardist does not dispute the need for conservation, but what about the
conseration of the species "orchardist".

That is an important paragraph. It is about time the Government conserved the species
known as "orchardist". The final paragraph reads -

In a recent press article you advocated "shooting' the birds. The orchardist feels that
this is inhumane, dangerous and expensive. Bird trapping does not attract birds to the
orchard, the fruit does, therefore in your logic, if we get rid of the orchards we will
get rid of the birds - end of problem.

That strikes a very important note; the Minister must be far more amenable than he has been
to date because, as Mrs Whitman wrote, it is not bird trapping that attracts the birds to the
orchard, it is the fruit. If we got rid of the orchards, there would be no problem. I want to
place on record part of the Minister's reply to the orchardists dated I I August 1988. He
wrote that while he and the department fully recognised -

... that parots cause significant financial hardship to many orchardist some years and
are as keen as the Growers' Association to find a method of controlling the damage, I
do not believe that trapping birds is the answer.

Records kept by the Department of Conservation and Land Management show that,
because of the limited market for parrots, there is a limited number of bird trappers
find profitable to trap and once they reach this number they reduce their catching
effort. Increasing the number of licences would simply make it harder for individual
trappers to operate full-time: it would not have a significant long-tenm impact on the
number of parrots caught because the size of the market for parrots would not alter.
Red-capped Parrots, which as you know are the principal cause of damage in
orchards, are not a suitable species for aviaries because they remain very nervous long
after capture and the males are extremely aggressive.

One could probably say The same about some people I know. The letter also stated that work
had been done on a property in the Kendenup area using mist nets. He finally stated -

Shooting not only removes birds from the population; it also scares the remaining
birds out of the orchard and thus further reduces damage level.

It may be the Minister's view that the humane way of controlling birds is to shoot them, but I
do not think that is humane at all. A far more satisfactory way would be to catch the birds
and remove them and, if there were substantial numbers, there could be a possibility under
strictly controlled conditions of selling them out of the country. The Minister is quite
prepared to allow kangaroos to be slaughtered for human consumption, so why shoot literally
thousands of parrots each year and leave them to rot on the ground? Why should there not be
an opportunity - and again I stress and re-emphasise, under strictly controlled methods - for a
trapping program approved and controlled by the Government - Heaven help us, organised by
the Government, but I would not want to go that far - to allow those birds to be trapped. the
orchards to be protected and some significant income to come back to orchardists? There
would also be a fairly substantial licensing fee back to the State.

[ regard that method as not only being more humane, but also probably making better sense.
If the bird shooters are in fact shooting literally thousands of birds each year - and people will
say that they are shooting them - and if the Minister wants to claim that shooting is a more
humane way to control birds when they could be left with broken wings or damaged in some
way - left to either good fortune, good luck, or hopefully the predators will not get them,
which might be agonising - I do not agree. I believe netting would be a far more humane
way to go. The Western Australian Fruit Growers Association (Inc) replied to the Minister's
letter in a letter dated 15 September, as follows -
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Re - Bird Control: I fid it hard to believe that genuine bird collectors would be
concerned that Red-capped Parrots were aggressive in captivity, as these birds are
collected more for their beauty and breeding prospects than for handling, or to be
trained as pets. All animals kept in captivity tend to be nervous - you only have to
visit any Zoo to confirm this.

It went on to give a response to the Minister saying he had requested the Department of
Agriculture to carry out a survey in the Kendenup area on the property owned by Mr de
Pledge, the fruit grower. The letter continued -

In January the number of parrots in the orchard on a daily basis was between 1 000 to
1 500. By the time the tests were carried out in late March and early April, there was
little, if any, fruit left to attract the birds. Regardless, a large number of birds were
trapped.

The letter continues later -

Shooting is very expensive and does not have a long term effect on bird numbers. It
scares birds away for only a short time - at times only a matter of hours. If you
believe shooting is the best method, why nor give orchardists licences to kill these
birds and make the guns and bullets tax deductable as necessary tools for their
livelihood.

They carried a resolution saying that they expressed their disapproval of the Government's
attitude and wanted to do all they could to persuade the Government to allow the use of mist
netting by professional bird catchers. The final comment in the letter was as follows -

That this Conference supports the live export of fruit damaging birds.

Orchardists have a degree of frustration about this matter. That was in 1987 when the
licences were, in fact, restricted for mist netting. There has been one season when large
numbers of birds have been shot. I do not believe that is the most humane way to control
their damage.

The horticultural industry is very important to Western Australia. This is a case of living
with a degree of harmony. This is so important that the horticultural industry deserves a
degree of protection. A very strong case can be raised to allow a controlled catching program
leading to a program of actually selling birds. I do not know what these birds are worth on
the overseas marker, but they are worth about $200 so we are talking about 2 000 to 3 000
birds each year being trapped in a humane way and being sold, which involves a considerable
amount of money. The alternative is that the birds are shot and their carcasses left to rot on
the orchard floor. That does not show good sense. I do not believe that people genuinely
involved in conservation would approve the method the Government is currently allowing. It
is time for a change. The Minister should note what I have said and respond in a positive
way.

Mr LEWIS: Two or three weeks ago I spoke in this Parliament about apiarists of Western
Australia and the threat from the Department of Conservation and Land Management and the
desire of certain of its officers to try to phase out beekeeping in Western Australia.
Subsequent to that, the Minister took appropriate action. I understand that the consultative
committee met with the beekeepers through the Western Australian Farmers Federation as
early as Monday this week. 1 thank the Minister for taking that action. It seems that there is
something of a misguided prejudice existing within CALM or that certain officers of CALM
have a prejudice against beekeepers.

I have been contacted in recent days as to where these officers of CALM should be directing
their attention. I suppose that most people on the committee have heard of Echium
plantagineum, commonly known as Paterson's curse, Salvation Jane, or Lady Campbell
weed. That noxious weed has been around Western Australia since about 1881. Over the
years, because of grazing and the lie, and spraying, it has been contained to some degree. It
is still a problem in agricultural areas. Research was done by the CSIRO in the 1970s and it
identified a biological means of containing or eradicating it. The proposal was to introduce a
particular moth from Europe called a minting moth which attacks the leaves of Paterson's
curse with the ultimate effect of diminishing its spread. There is a down side to that. Over
the past decade the CSIRO had injunctions placed on it by private citizens and farmers
preventing them from using or importing that moth. Over the years there have been High
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Court decisions to the effect chat it should not be imported. The South Australian and
Victorian Governments were constrained from importing this biological control agent.

It just so happens that, because of a technicality in the law, the South Australian Government
is now importing this moth in an endeavour to control Paterson's curse. The Department of
Conservation and Land Management has been concentrating on the humble honey bee, which
has been in Western Australia for over 150 years - although it is not an indigenous species -
without having any detrimental effect on our forests. The beekeepers believe the department
should concentrate not on trying to destroy their area of business as honey producers but
rather on the goings on of the CS1RO and the South Australian Govertnent in relation to the
importation of this moth. The technical name of the moth is Dialectica scalariefla, and ir is
commonly known as the leaf mining moth. This moth has the ability to attack a particular
species of vegetation which goes under the species name of boraginaceae. There are 55
described species of that plant indigenous to Western Australia. Paterson's curse is one
species of boraginaceae. The view of the Western Australian Farmers Federation is that
rather than chasing beekeepers around the State, CALM should be looking at the
environmental effect of this moth on our sand plain savanna forests.

Dr Alexander: When does savanna forest ever grow on a sand plain?

Mr LEWIS: Does the member know what savanna means?

Dr Alexander: Do you know?

Mr LEWIS: Yes. I have studied forestry, which may be news to the member.

I believe that the Department of Agriculture is under some pressure to import this moth into
Western Australia to combat Paterson's curse. The beekeeper section of the Western
Australian Farmers Federation passed a motion at its executive meeting on 8 November. in
the following terms -

That the section respectfully requests CALM to justify its failure to respond to its
charter of protecting the native environment against Paterson's Curse biological
control agents, while devoting substantial resources against beekeeping which has
been an ecologically integrated part of conserved areas for over [50 years.

I would like the Minister to accept the case that has been put and to see whether any of the
zealousness which has been directed towards the beekeepers could be directed in a more
positive way towards the importation of this moth.

Mr FRED TUB3BY: I ask the Minister whether people from the former Forests Department
are supervising people who have come from what was traditionally known as the Department
of National Parks and Wildlife. I have been told by some of the national parks people that
forestry people are acting in a supervisory capacity in the wildlife and national parks areas.
These people are saying that, in their area of expertise. they do not need people from the
former Forests Department to tell them about conservation because they consider that one is
opposed to the other. I ask the Minister whether these people have a legitimate complaint.

My second question relates to the rangers in some of these national parks. [ believe that there
is often only one ranger on duty at national parks on busy weekends. People have been going
to the national parks with their grog and barbecue equipment, and have been consuming a bit
of alcohol. The ranger on duty has found it difficult to handle those people and to control
their actions within the park. I know there are mobile rangers moving around the park -

Dr Alexander: What is a stationary ranger?

Mr FRED TUBBY: He is the man on the gate, trying to control the people coming into the
park. These rangers are fearful of being left on their own because there are some very unruly
elements in the community who go into the national parks. I ask the Minister to consider
having two rangers on duty at the entrance to national parks on busy weekends.

My next question relates to the wood gathering areas. I have written to the Minister on this
issue, but the reply I received did not answer the concerns of the constituent on whose behalf
[ wrote. Areas are to be gazetted - I presume towards the end of this year - for the gathering
of wood for the next winter. People have been going to these gazetted wood gathering areas
with their trailers, and they have travelled along the tracks, but there has not been any wood
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which is dead and available for gathering; so having given up in disgust they have gone
looking for another track, and have been heading off in all directions. I do not know how
often these areas are checked, but they must be looked at regularly during the wood gathering
season to ensure there is actually wood available within a reasonable distance of the track.
The situation at the present time is that we may as well not have gazetted wood gathering
areas because people have been going into areas which are not gazetted, and where they have
been able to find plenty of firewood. If the reason for the regulations is to stop dieback, may
I suggest checking these areas more regularly so that plentiful supplies of wood are available.
If they are not, people will give up in disgust. They will go all over the place looking for
wood, so we may as well not have the area gazetted in the first place.

Wr TRENORDEN: 1 want to ask about the connection between CALM and farmers. There
is a constant debate on firebreaks and responsibility for them around forestry areas. There is
a constant problem of damage to fences, particularly with fallen trees. Arguments develop
between CALM and people in the farming industries when stock gets out. There is also the
question of who is responsible for trees overhanging fences, and although I know farmers do
not have the right, I would like to know whether they can prune some of those offending
limbs or trees, or whether they should ask CALM to do it.
There is a constant problem in the forest areas with dingoes. Their numbers are growing in
the Mundaring catchmnent area, particularly around York and Beverley. There are reports of
between 30 and 50 dogs in that area. As far as interaction between CALM and the three
doggers in the State are concerned, someone turns up occasionally in the York and Beverley
area to control those dogs. Nobody wants to see anything other than the offending dingoes
killed, but some of them cause a considerable amount of damage - up to 400 or 500 sheep lost
in the last 12 months. If we multiply those out at $20 or $40 each, depending upon the type
of sheep, we are talking about a fair bit of money. It is a matter of considerable concern to
those individuals who suffer the losses.

Turning to the figures on page 86, may we have a comment on the debt servicing costs,
which are some $12.5 million, environmental protection expenses, which are $4.4 million,
and commercial operations, which are nearly $4 million?

One last point is a very important one, although it may seem small and niggly. Most shires mn
my area are happy for the reserves to come under CALM's control. One thing which causes
quite a bit of heartache is that valuable resources in the form of gravel pits fall within those
reserves. There seems to be a reluctance by CALM to allow access to those gravel pits, and
this costs some local government communities a considerable amnount of money, particularly
if gravel has to be hauled some distance. The Minister for Local Government would also be
aware of that considerable expense. In many cases these gravel pits are beside the road and
do not protrude much into the reserves. Very often these reserves are water reserves set aside
many years ago. Local government does not want to get stroppy over this matter, but it
would like to makce sure the valuable resources of useful, suitable gravel are made available
when CALM gains control over parks and reserves.

Mr HODGE: I thank all members who have contributed to the debate this evening. A huge
range of issues has been raised, and I will try to respond to as many as I can tonight. In some
cases I will have to refer to the department for further information.

The first question raised by the member for Albany concerned the budget overrun by CALM
of approximately $7 million. He complained that he had asked me a question about the
matter and my reply had not been detailed enough. He made a few general comments about
how I had apparently issued an instruction for the department to be unhelpful in answering
questions. My recollection of the question the member for Albany posed was that it was a
very vague and generalised question. My recollection of the answer is that it was a
reasonably generalised response. I can assure the Chamber that I have never issued any
instruction of the kind the member suggested - that the department should not be helpful in
answering questions. I would not have thought that the department answers questions any
differently now from when the previous Government was in office. I remember when I was
in Opposition I asked a considerable number of questions of Ray Young. the Minister for
Health, and I was constantly frustrated. I never seemed to get the answers I wanted. Most of
the time I was not asking the right question or phrasing it in the correct way. I was not
sufficiently familiar with the operations of the department and its intricacies to ask the right
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question. If one is careful with phrasing a question, and explicit and exact, the department
always seeks to give a fuill and comprehensive answer to what is asked. But one must be
careful in asking the question. It is no good asking an imprecise question and complaining if
one does not get the answer one wants.

The member for Albany asked for a further breakdown of the $7 million, and I can give that
to him now. The main components of the excess are these: Salaries and allowances,
$600 000; fire suppression, $1.25 million; that makes $1.85 million. The salares and
allowances referred to were mainly involved with the suppression of bushfires and were extra
expenses. Nearly $1 million - $939 000 - was for extra purchases of private enclaves of land
within the D'Entrecasteaux National Park. A figure of $3.1 million was for commercial
operations caused by an increase in commercial activity in the department, and this was offset
by a very large increase in revenue raised by the department, but it is shown for budgetary
purposes as an excess. There is a figure of $580 000 for superannuation. This was as a result
of a change in Government policy in respect of how superannuation would be paid for, and
the superannuation payment was debited for the first time to the department rather than being
paid for by the Treasury.

There was an additional pay period in the year, which amounted to another $650 000. The
equivalent of management plans cost $92 000. A number of other small extra costs
associated with the Bailey report amounted to $89 000. The bicentennial tree project was
$50 000. The Aboriginal development program was $67 000, All these total nearly $7
million. That is a breakdown of the excess, and I hope it is what the member for Albany was
looking for.

The member for Albany mentioned the Greenhouse conference, which I think was excellent.
I had the pleasure of opening the conference and all the reports I have had from people who
attended indicate they agree it was excellent.

Mr Want: The timing was not quite right - you were cut off in your prime.

Mr HODGE: I agree, but we will not go into that now. At the moment I am in the process of
signing letters to every person who attended, sending them a copy of all the resolutions
passed at the conference. That was an undertaking given at the conference by Barry Carbon,
and about 1 000 letters are being sent out. The resolutions have been sent to the
interdepartmental comm'ittee of senior officers chaired by Colin Sanders of the
Environmental Protection Authority. That committee will consider those recommendations
and give advice to the ministerial subcommnittee on the Greenhouse Effect. I am the chairman
of that committee so [ look forward to receiving that advice in due course.

The member for Albany complained that he asked a question about emus on 24 August and
received a response to the effect that due to the detailed nature of the reply he would receive a
written response, which he has not yet received. I can only apologise to himn if that is the
case. If there has been such a long delay in responding, that is not good enough and I will
follow it up and try to get a speedy reply to the member.

The member for Albany also talked about the fledgling emu farmning industry in this State.
The Minister for Agriculture and I have been putting a lot of work into trying to get this new
industry off the ground in such a way that it will be a viable industry for the State but at the
same tune will not pose any serious threat to the conservation of emus in the wild- I am quite
happy to support an emu farming project provided it is genuinely just that - exploiting emus
that have been bred in captivity and farmed specifically for the purpose of having the
products used. I accept the point that all the products should be used - not just the skins but
also the feathers and the oil. That is part of our plan. We fuilly intend to allow all those
products to be used.

Mr Watt: Why can't you have an emu cull, the same as the kangaroo cull?

Mr HODGE. Because we do not have an emu management program. Before a product taken
from an animal that has come from the wild can be commercially exported from this country
it has to comply with certain Commonwealth legislation which is designed to protect our
native fauna from overexploitation. Kangaroos happen to have a management plan that is
acceptable to the Commonwealth, which issues an export licence for chose products to be
exported out of this country. Even with that, the member will be aware there is a great deal
of controversy in other pants of the world about our exporting those products; nevertheless
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the Commonwealth has satisfied itself the State has a proper management plan and believes
no species is threatened by that commercial exploitation. We do not have an equivalent
management plan for emus and we are not in a position at this stage to export products from
emus that have been taken from the wild. In addition to that, I am told that most of the
products that would come from emus taken from the wild are not suitable for use - the leather
is often damaged and marked, for instance.

Mr Want: One of the products they want to use is the oil. Apparently it has very good
qualities.

Mr HIODGE: Yes, I know that, but we must be very cautious and not get carried away With
our enthusiasm for these new industries that export our native wildlife. We cannot allow
ourselves to be put in the position where a new industry is built and is dependent upon taking
animals from the wild, because while it may be that in certain bumper years we have an
abundance of a certain animal - in this case, emus - and an industry can be built upon it, jobs
created and investments made, if in the next year we have a poor season or drought which
results in a vastly reduced number of emus in the wild, where does that leave the industry? It
puts it under terrific pressure to continue to exploit it and perhaps to threaten the conservation
status of the animal. That is why precautions have been built in over the years and have been
supported by all Governments of all political persuasions at both State and Federal level.
Therefore industries should not be built on taking animals from the wild; but where they can
be bred in captivity it is a different matter.

Moving on to the export of birds, again this is strictly prohibited under Commonwealth law
in this country and the Commonwealth has signed international treaties to this effect. In fact,
in most countries of the world it is illegal to export indigenous birds. It is unlawful, and the
member for Albany referred to a recent case where a Swiss national was apprehended and
prosecuted for trying to smuggle native birds and eggs out of this country.

Mr Watt interjected.

Mr [HODGE: I appreciate that and I commend the department for its diligence in
apprehending that person. I think it did an excellent job. That person was fined quite heavily
and I hope that serves as a warning to other would-be smugglers.

The member for Albany also referred to the difficulty professional fishermen have in gaining
access to the ocean through national parks in some instances. I know that this is a difficulty
from time to time, but again one has to be careful about allowing national parks to be used for
commercial purposes. There is no doubt that allowing professional fishermen to use our
national parks for commercial purposes does pose a threat to the national parks. In some
instances negotiated agreements have been able to be reached where the department is
convinced that damage and detriment will not occur to the national park if some limited
access is ailowed. The member for Albany mentioned the Two Peoples Bay nature reserve.
That is an example of where, after very long and detailed negotiations and discussions, some
limited access has been made available for a trial period to fishermen there, and there are
some other instances where that sort of arrangement has been negotiated. Generally
speaking, however, the policy is to avoid the commercial use of national parks by any sort of
businessmen, be they fishermen or other people who want to have access to the national
parks for commercial purposes.

Mr Watt: But they are not using the park for commercial purposes. They are fishing in an
area that is not part of a national park.

Mr [HODGE: I understand that, but they are still causing damage or there is the potential to
cause damage with heavy vehicles and trucks going through the parks on a very regular basis
disturbing the peace and enjoyment of the parks for other users. People in this State
complain that we do not have enough areas under national parks. Quite frequently I see
complaints from various members of the public that we have only X per cent of the State
under national parks and we should have more. Therefore it does not seem unreasonable to
me that the relatively modest area preserved under national parks should be kept for
conservation purposes and the enjoyment of the public at large rather than for the benefit of
people who want to use them for commercial purposes. However, from time to time
agreements have been able to be negotiated where we are convinced that no detiment will
occur, and I support those agreements.

4955



The member for Albany also mentioned Mr Heinrich of Geraldton and the problem he has
had with his farm. I am very familiar with this case. The gentleman has corresponded with
rme on many occasions and in fact I granted him a very long interview not so many months
ago in company with Winston Crane as his representative. We discussed this matter at great
length and in great detail and I have reviewed it a number of times. The position is not as the
member for Albany has had it explained to him. The Department of Conservation and Land
Management has never attempted to stop this person selling his farm as the member was told.
He has never been told he cannot farm it. It is true that a large area of his property has
growing on it an important native flower which is on the rare and endangered species list. He
was apparently under the impression that he had been refused permission to clear areas where
the flower grew. That was not the case and when he made a written application to me to clear
the part of his farm where the flower species was growing, I immediately granted permission.
He claims that for a number of years he was under the impression he had been prohibited
from clearing it. However, he admitted he had never made an application to clear the area
where the rare and endangered species was to be found. I have looked at this case closely
and I cannot see any justification for offering compensation to that person.

The member for Darling Range referred to the Vinci family and its gravel pit in the hills.
Again, I am familiar with this case. A number of letters have been sent to my office from the
Vinci family and there have been almost daily telephone calls for several months from the
family. I have studied the file closely and I do not think the position was quite as the member
had it relayed to him. I am in a bit of a dilemmna about whether I should go into the details
and intricacies of the case in this public Comum. The member for Darling Range indicated he
did not want to cause embarrassment or ill feeling in any quarters and I cannot help feel that
if I were to go into all the details, it might cause just that. However, I can give some details.
There was a serious dispute between the Department of Conservation and Land Management
and the Vinci family over how much gravel was extracted from the pit. It was agreed that a
certain amount of gravel could be extracted and the department was strongly of the view that
a large amount in excess of the permitted amount had been extracted. There was a protracted
dispute over that and it almost ended up in court. I intervened and reviewed the matter; I had
an independent assessment done by two outside organisations and I decided that we should
not proceed with legal action. I permitted Mr Vinci to proceed to remove further gravel up to
what he maintained was the level to which he was entitled. He has now made application, as
I understand it, under the Mining Act for permission to mine in State forests for gravel, and
that is being processed through the normal channels in the Department of Mines. 1 do not
think I will say any more. if the member for Darling Range wants to discuss the matter with
me privately, I am willing to do so.

The member for Darling Range also raised a number of other issues, one of which was about
birds attacking an orchard. I listened closely and I sympathise with the points he made but
the department also has a difficult job because it cannot allow indiscriminate shooting of
native fauna in State forests. The member indicated he thought a small distance into State
forests around the orchard would be reasonable, but one gets into a difficult area when trying
to make subjective decisions about how far is reasonable and how far the rules should be
bent. I think the constructive way to resolve this problem is at a local level between the
district officer of the Department of Conservation and Land Management and the orchardist;
if necessary the local member could act as an intermediary to get them talking if any
difficulty occurs, and perhaps a bit of give and take and commonsense could apply in that
case.

Mr Watt: Why could they not license competent individuals to do the shooting? That is what
happens with pig shooters.
Mr HODGE: To shoot native fauna?

Mr Watt: No, to shoot feral cats in particular.

Mr HODGE: The member for Darling Range was talking about parrots; I have not yet
reached feral cats.

The member for Darling Range mentioned the Orange Grove waste disposal facility and the
disposal of hazardous liquid waste- I am not as familiar with this area as is the Minister for
Health, who has the primary responsibility for managing these facilities. I have a secondary
role because of the Environmental Protection Authority. I happen to know that the
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Government committee on waste disposal is currently evaluating proposals received for the
construction of a hazardous liquid waste disposal facility. The ministerial committee is
expecting a report and recomnmendat ions from the committee on waste disposal within the
next couple of weeks in respect of accepting propositions from companies which have
expressed interest in building a new facility.

The member for Darling Range also raised the question of the possible risk of Pollution to
housing developments built in reasonably close proximity to Prestige Brickworks. He
speculated on how thoroughly the air modelling studies were carried out when Prestige was
given environental clearance. I assure the member that very thorough assessment was
made but if the member or any of his constituents has any concerns, I invite them to contact
the EPA. The EPA would be only too happy to talk to them and to the member in order to
convince them that all those things were taken into account. If any member of the public is
concerned, it is their right to contact the EPA and refer the matter to it so that the EPA can
look at the problem and assess it. Every member of the public has that right; it is written into
the Act.

In respect of the Helena Valley development the member for Darling Range did not appear to
be familiar with the systems report. Many years ago - in fact I think it was commenced under
the Tonkin Government - one of moy predecessors, Hon Ron Davies, comnmenced an inquiry
into the systems report. and it was carried on -

Mr Want: I think it was made earlier than that under a Liberal Government.

Mr HIODGE: The Liberal Governent carried it on. A comprehensive study was done of the
entire State and identified areas worthy of preservation and conservation. As a result we have
the systems report starting with System 1.

Mr Lewis: They were not areas "worthy": they were areas to be considered. That is very
important.

Mr HODGE: Right. The Govemnment of the day is guided by the systems report. Whenever
any development is proposed for an area of natural bushland these days, there are invariably
protests and complaints. One has only to look at areas in the northern suburbs, which have
groups such as the Hepburn Heights protest group and so on. We are guided by whether the
area has been identified as art area of high conservation and special value which should be
conserved. If it is not in the systems report, basically the line we take is that it is therefore a
planning and not a conservation matter. That is the rule we usually use.

Mr Blaikie: That is not the rule you follow because the Shannon River basin area was
considered under the conservation of reserves; it was reported and it was determined that it
would not be in the interests of that area for it to be made a national park.

Mr HODGE: I do not think that is right.

Mr Blaikie: I can assure the Minister that it is.

Mr HODGE: Certain parts were to be conserved, and we have conserved a larger area than
originally recomnmended.

Mr Blaikie: Governments of the day make decisions about which recommendations in a
report are accepted. When that report came out it frightened the hell out of everyone in 1974.

Mr HODGE: This Government has accepted the report in principle and we shall endeavour
to implement it as far as possible.

The member for South Perth made an excellent contribution to the debate, as he usually does.
He drew attention to the serious damage to native fauna throughout Australia by feral cats.
He referred to cats, dogs, goats and so on and submitted interesting information flowing from
the conference of the Australian Conservation Foundation held recently. I listened closely to
the member's comments and I appreciate his concern. I will make sure that his comments in
Hansard are referred to the department of CALM. After the comments have been studied I
will seek departmental advice on ways to combat the serious problems highlighted by the
member tonight.

The member for Vasse has raised the question of the Boranup State Forest stating that he
approved of my plan to upgrade the forest to a national park.
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Mr Blaikie: I think we got in first and you followed later.

Mr HODGE: I[am not sure about that. It has been my intention to upgrade Boranup State
Forest for some time. I am a regular visitor to that part of the countryside; I have spent my
annual holidays in that area for the last 12 years.

Mr Blaikie: I can assure the Minister that the area will look after him well; in his current role
he is one of the endangered species.
Mr HODGE: The member for Vasse also raised the matter of access through Boranup State
Forest. He implied that somehow or other because the forest is to become a national park it
will be sterilised, and people will not be able to use it; that somehow or other the area will be
locked up. That is a completely false impression of national parks which I encounter often. I
do my best to destroy that impression. National parks, in the main, are areas for people to
enter and enjoy the natural environment, to learn about, and to use for suitable recreation.
We endeavour to draw up a management plan for as many national parks as we can, but it is a
long, involved process. That area in due course will have a management plan, but this will be
a long and tortuous process. The member for Vasse will be familiar with the way plans are
put together with comprehensive public input. In some national parks, a remarkable range of
recreational pursuits are permnitted. I have even permitted the use of power boats on Lake
Jasper in the D'Entrecasteaux National Park and I have been receiving abusive letters for
months on that.

Mr Blaikie: I did not blame the Minister for that; I thought it was his predecessor's doing.

Mr HODGE: The member is not the only one who writes abusive letters to me; I receive
them from other people as well. Because it was a traditional pursuit that had been conducted
in the park for many years, and because the expert advice I received was that it did not appear
to cause any grievous damage to the lake, we decided to allow power boats on a trial basis to
continue to operate in the area. We will closely monitor the situation; we will carry out
studies and tests on the impact of that. In some areas horse riding is allowed, but this
represents a problem. However, some areas of national parks can be zoned for different
recreational pursuits.

Mr Blaikie: The point I made was that I had a horse riding friend who had heard that once
the area became a national park she would not have access to it. I sympathised with her. She
thought that as long as the area was retained as a State forest she would be permitted to take
her horse through. I have sympathy for the national park concept but I wanr to ensure that we
can expand public usage.

Mr HODGE: I accept those comments. Judgments are made on each occasion, depending on
the national park.

The member for Vasse raised the question of a Class C reserve in Dunsborough, linking this
to the Government's decision to review and possibly upgrade all the State's nature reserves. I
listened closely to the member but I must admit I was confused by his comments. To the best
of my knowledge the Class C reserve referred to is not a nature reserve; it is not vested in my
departmecnt but in the Shire of Busselton. That being the case, my department would only be
asked for advice about nature conservation qualities. We would not have any veto over what
happens in the area because the land is not vested in the Department of Conservation and
Land Management. It has nothing to do with the upgrading of nature reserves. If the area
mentioned were a nature reserve, we would not be discussing whether development would
take place; it would be permanently vested in the Department of Conservation and Land
Management for conservation; therefore, no development would occur on the nature reserve.
The area referred to is a recreation reserve vested in the local shire and CALM's role would
be advisory. I understand the area has a high conservation value. The member for Vasse also
mentioned the use of kangaroo meat for human consumption. This is another initiative in
which the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for Health, and I are involved. A lot of work
is to be done before we have proof that this is a viable proposition. In this regard, a working
party is operating under the supervision of the Minister for Agriculture.

A lot has been said about the use of mist nets versus the shooting of nuisance parrots. A
point was made about selling the parrots overseas. Under Commonwealth law the sale of
Australian native birds overseas is strictly prohibited. Most countries are subject to

4958 (ASSEMBLY]



[Thor sday, 10 November 19881 45

international treaties; they do not sell native fauna from the wild. In some circumstances,
native fauna bred in captivity can be exported but, generally speaking, birds from the wild
cannot be legally exported from Australia.

Mr Blaikie: Koala bears are sent out of Australia, and they are from the wild.

Mr HODGE: Most of those koala bears would be bred in captivity. Again, this involves a
long, involved process to obtain Commonwealth Government approval. Those animals
would not have been taken from the wild.

The member for East Melville spoke about beekeepers in national parks. He stated that he
thought the Department of Conservation and Land Management wished to move beekeepers
out of national parks and forest areas; that CALM is attempting to stop beekeepers producing
honey; and that CALM has a misguided prejudice against beekeepers. That is not true. It is a
distorted view of the situation. The member for East Melville should not be implying that a
large Public Service department has such objectives.

Obviously, the department is charged with a very important conservation job. It takes that
job seriously and in my opinion does it excellently. It is not true to say that the introduced
species of bees in the last 100 years have done no damage. A number of scientists contend
that they have. I concede that there are others who can argue the other way. The area is
controversial and is not black and white as the member for East Melville implied. I assure
the member for East Melville that CALM holds no prejudices against apiarists and is not
trying to close down the beekeeping industry. Officers are tying to discharge their
conservation duties in a proper way. Members of this House would be the first to jump up
and down if, in years to come, they were seen to be negligent about the way they conserved
our native flora. A lot of interaction is going on between the department and apiarists and 1
am pleased to see them discussing their problems. I have asked them to talk through their
differences and come up with a workable solution with which everyone can be happy.
However, it is not a case of the department being anti beekeepers; it is a matter of the
department having real concerns about possible damage to species of flora caused by honey
bees.

I will refer the member for East Melville's concerns about Paterson's curse and the imported
moth to CALM and ask it to investigate that matter and advise the member directly.

The member for Dale referred to the amalgamation of the various departments to form
CALM and went into the history of it. I know that allegations were made in the early days of
CALM. Most members know that CALM was formed by amalgamating the former Forest
Department, part of the Fisheries and Wildlife Department and the old National Parks
Authority. It was fairly tortuous trying to weld those three identities into one department. I
believe that most of the difficulties have been overcome. There is no point denying that there
were teething problems. However, it is certainly not true to say that forestry officers occupy
all of the senior positions of CALM and are directing operations in national parks and in
wildlife beyond their competence. I think I have met almost every senior officer in the
department in the three years that I have been Minister and I have been amazed at the
diversity of their backgrounds. Many senior officers in charge of districts and regions in
CALM come from the old Fisheries and Wildlife Department. One of those senior officers is
now sifting in the Speaker's Gallery.
Mr Blaikie: A very good officer, too.

Mr HODGE: Many district and-regional officers of CALM came up through the Department
of Fisheries and Wildlife. It is true that there are many ex forestry officers in senior
positions. However, that is not unusual because it was a much larger department. But I do
not think it is true to say that ex forestry officers dominate the department. It is a fairly
harmonious department these days.

I am not aware of any cutback in the number of national park rangers, either generally or at
weekends. We are appointing more national park rangers as a result of receiving an extra
$6.5 million over the next three years which is part of a new policy on mining and
exploration in national parks and nature reserves. However, I will take that mailer up with
the department.
Mr Fred Tubby: There is a bit of a problem at Serpentine.
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Mr HODGE: I have made a note of that. I will ask the department whether that is the case.

I listened closely to what the member for Dale said about the firewood areas. Again, I will
rake that matter up with the department. In defence of the department, though, the member
will appreciate that there has been an enormous increase in the amount of firewood being
taken by the public from State forests. The popularity of pot belly stoves and solid fuel
heaters has mushroomed enormously in recent years. People do not understand how much
firewood they consumne until they have them installed.

Mr Trenorden: They can get as much wood as they like in the forests dirt cheap.

Mr HODGE: Yes, people have been going into the State forests and helping themselves by
cutting down trees. In order to combat that we have provided firewood areas. They are being
used by enormous numbers of people. It may be that the number using them has caught us
out and stretched our supplies. I will rake that matter up with the department and see whether
we can improve the position.

The member for Avon referred to firebreaks around forests. He was not very specific, but if
the area in question is a State forest -

Mr Trenorden: Yes, it is a Stare forest. There are problems, obviously, if a pasture fire gets
into the forest or if a forest fire gets into a pasture. There are no adequate firebreaks. My
electorate borders a State forest and the member for Narrogin has the same concerns.

Mr HODGE: [ know the department spends huge amounts of money on fire suppression
activities. One has only to look at the budget for the department to see what wild fires cost us
when they get out of control. My advice is that these things are best settled at a regional and
local level.

Mr Trenorden: That is exactly the problem. There should be more communication between
local authorities, conservation groups and local fire brigade groups.
Mr HODGIE: There are regional and district managers of CALM fthoughout the State. I
would be surprised if any district or regional officer were not happy to talk with the local
authority or with farmers' groups or their representatives. Again, I think the best advice that
I can give in relation to trees that fall on fences is to have it dealt with at a local level. CALM
is conscious of having good relations with its neighbours in these areas. I would be surprised
if a farmer who was aggrieved by damage to a fence caused by a falling tree could not talk to
a regional manager and discuss compensation with hini. If he does not receive satisfaction at
the local level it is open to him to write to the executive director of the department and
request himn to intervene.

The final point raised referred to dingoes. The control of dingoes. fortunately, does not come
under my control. It comes under the control of the Agriculture Protection Board and it is a
mailer that should be discussed with my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture.

Mr Trenorden: I am told that CALM officers don't like daggers going into State forests.

Mr HODGE: I can only suggest that the doggers should discuss their problems with the
regional or district manager and sort their problems out with himr. Again, if they do not
receive satisfaction or believe the officer is not cooperating with them, they should write to
the executive director of the department and ask him to investigate the matter. That is the
best advice I can give the member.

I have dealt with all of the points raised fairly exhaustively and I thank members for their
general support.

Item 1: Amount required for Services for the year -

Mr WAlT: I suggest to the Minister that, as there appears to have been a problem with the
setting out of the Budget papers this year, next year his department make an effort to make
them easier to understand. At the end of this Division there is a note to the effect that the
Western Australian Herbarium has been transferred to this Division from the Agriculture
Division. That is all very well, but when one makes a comparison of the number of staff
employed by the department this year with last year's figures one must exclude the 21 staff
members of the Herbarium which leaves a total number of 1 444. Last year's Estimates show
a total of 890 people employed in the department and one might say that there has been a
tremendous increase in this area. However, when one compares the wages and salaries
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there is not a great difference. On further investigation one finds that under the heading of
Maintenance Services, 520 people are employed. There was no item for Maintenance
Services in last year's Estimates. It is very difficult to make an accurate comparison of the
figures. Under Administration and Services 470 people are employed at an estimated cost of
$ 14.596 million, while last year, under the same item, 345 people were employed. I ask the
Minister the reason for this large increase. [ do not know whether they have been classified
into different groups or whether there has been an increase in the number of staff.

Mr Hodge: I can assure you there has not been an increase. Treasury decides the layout of
the Budget papers and it has done it this way.

Mr WATT: I am sure that Treasury will listen to the Minister if he explains the problem. I
am sure the Minister would agree with me that it is difficult to follow.

Mr Hodge: It is hard to make a companison.

Mr WATT: [ can only make a comparison with last year's figures and it is very difficult to
do that under the circumstances.

The revenue for the Department of Conservation and Land Management is estimated to
increase by $5.6 million, or 39 per cent. Under the heading Commercial Operations the
allocation is $13,933 million and as it is listed under the contingencies column I assume the
figure does not include the cost of salaries and wages.

The actual revenue from forest conversion sales is estimated to bring in $8.877 million from
pine and $1 1.917 million from hardwood, making a total of $20.8 million. It would indicate
a profit of $6.8 million, but what we do not know is how much is allocated to wages and how
much is allocated to other costs and charges. I would like to know what is the real situation
in this area and how much profit is made or whether it is swallowed up with wages,
machinery costs and other charges. Forest conversion sales in the case of hardwood come
from karri regeneration and jarrah thinnings and in the case of softwood from pine forests,
but the income goes to the Department of Conservation and Land Management. In the case
of income from saw logs and chip logs the royalties do not go to the department, but into
territorial revenue. Like minerals this is regarded as natural assets which are owned by the
State. There has been no mention of the land purchases by the department for tree fanning.
We are aware there has been extensive tree planting program by the department and it is
something which I support. I wonder whether that program has been on private land or
whether there have been land purchases. If the latter is the cahe, I ask why there is no item in
the Budget indicating the cost of the land purchase. It is very difficult to obtain that sort of
infonnation from the Estimates.
Under the section headed "Contingencies" is an amount of $ 14.284 million for Corporate
Services. Actually, it comprises nearly 27 per cent of the total section under contingencies.
The item has increased by nearly 11I per cent or $14 million over last year's actual figure, I
ask the Minister to explain the reason for the increase. The total estimated amount for
Salaries and Wages is $41.012 million, but $14.6 million of that amount is for administration
and services, which is 36 per cent of the total salaries and wages item. Out of a total of 1 465
staff members, 470 are employed in the area of administration and services. On paper it
seems top heavy and I am interested to hear whether there is a special reason for it.
Territorial revenue has increased from $12.5 million to $15.4 million, an increase of 23 per
cent which is a large increase. I ask the Minister to explain whether this would indicate that
more logs are being taken or higher royalties are being paid. I am concerned that it might
reflect a higher price for timber and subsequently a higher cost for housing. The estimate for
Engineering Services has increased by nearly $1 million. Last year the actual Figure was
$1.85 million and this year's estimate is $2.894 million which is an increase of 56 per cent
and I would appreciate the Minister's explanation for this increase. I notice under the item
Recreation and Tourism Services that the estimated figure this year is $2.594 million. Last
year the actual figure was $3.25 million and this year's figure represents a decrease of 20 per
cent. I am interested in recreation and tourism services and if a decrease had to be made in
the Budget I would have preferred that it had not been for this item.

The most recent annual repont of CALM was tabled in the Parliament today and I have not
been able to make a comparison between that and the previous report. However, in June
1987 an amount was shown in the revenue column of $1.3 million which was received from
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the Main Roads Department as a grant. There is no reference to that amount in this year's
Estimates or last year's Estimates. How much was received in 1987-88 and what is the
estimated expenditure for 1988-89? 1 would like the Minister to explain how the MRD grant
is spent, why it is not shown in these figures, and whether it is spent on the purposes for
which it was intended.

Also under the broad heading of contingencies is a vote of approximately $12.5 million for
debt servicing costs. According to the General Loan and Capital Works Fund Estimates, the
borrowings for the department are $14.7 million, yet there is a vote of $12.5 million for debt
servicing costs. I would be grateful if the Minister could provide me with some information
about how much of that was principal and how much was interest. He might like to give
some indication of the state of the department's borrowings.

Mr TRENORDEN: I would like the Minister to supply details in respect of three areas under
the contingencies heading. Debt servicing is one. I would also like him to give a breakdown
of the figures given with respect to environmental protection and commercial operations.
Mr BLAIKE: The Department of Conservation and Land Management has been in
operation for a relatively short time. In that period we have seen a very significant growth in
its total expenditure. In the finiancial year ended 30 June 1986 the department, with a Budget
estimate of $47 million, actually spent $42 million so there was a $5 million surplus in that
year. In the year ended 30 June 1987 there was an estimate of $61 million and an actual
expenditure of $51 million. In the year ended 30 June 1988 there was expenditure of
$65.8 million and the estimate for the 1988-89 financial year is $76 million. There has been
a significant increase in funding of the department.
In previous years the Kings Park Board camne under the umbrella of the Minister. The
Minister might care to indicate what has happened to it?
Mr Hedge: It has gone to the Minister for Tourism.

Mr BLAIKIE: That is the wrong approach. I would have thought that it was more suited to
be the responsibility of the Minister for Lands, but different administrations have different
views.
We have raised in relation to other departments the general nature of the information given
under the broad heading of contingencies. This year the total figure for contingencies is
$53-3 million. In the light of such expenditure, details relating to those contingencies should
be made available to members in written form rather than in the general form contained in the
Estimates. The general way in which they are set out in the Estimates makes them basically
meaningless. There would be a protracted question and answer period if we sought details on
each of the contingency items. I ask the Minister to give a precis of the expenditure on those
items. More importantly, I ask him to ensure that in future his department briefs interested
members or at least makes available to those members the papers relating to that expenditure.

It is unacceptable that the Parliament, in endeavouring to undertake a reasonable scrutiny of
expenditure, should find itself in a totally unsatisfactory position. I am sure that Ministers
will also agree that it is totally unsatisfactory to them. There has to be an improvement in the
presentation of those matters. I ask the Minister to give whatever extensive details he can so
that this vety substantial amount of expenditure is accounted for in the record of the
Parliament.

Mr HODGE: 'This year the Department of Conservation and Land Management's total gross
expenditure will increase by 10 per cent while its total net expenditure will increase by 15 per
cent. As I have already said to the member for Albany. this year Treasury has made some
changes to the format of the presentation of the Estimates in the primted Budget. Although it
has recast last year's figures in the current papers, any attempt to compare last year's printed
figures with this year's has obvious dangers.

The full year costs of increases in salaries and wages will add just over $2 million. Debt
servicing costs will increase by $2 million. This will represent 16.4 per cent of our total net
expenditure. That has been caused by the increase in interest rates.

A member raised a question about recreation and tourism services and how it appears that the
figure for this year is lower than that for last year. The figure has been distorted by the fact
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that less than the $1 million extra allocation was spent last year on the purchase of the private
enclaves in the D'Entrecasteaux National Park.

A number of members raised questions about CALM's commercial operations. The
expenditure on those operations will increase by nearly $3 million or 24 per cent, reflecting
increased forestry activity. This increased expenditure is more than matched by the increased
revenue which will be generated.

A number of other specific points were raised by members. As I mentioned, debt servicing
costs have increased due to the increased interest charges. There is an increase of $1 million
for engineering services, due to the cost of preparing houses for disposal. CALM has been
selling houses that were surplus to its requirements. An amount of $350 000 was spent there.
There is a $600 000 carryover from the Main Roads Department for national park roads.
That is recoverable from the Main Roads Department. I have already mentioned the reason
for the decrease in the allocation for recreation and tourism services. That decrease is mainly
due to the fact that nearly $1 million extra was put in the Budget for the purchase of the
Moore blocks in the D'Entrecasteaux last year. As I say, the allocation for commuercial
operations has increased.

I do not have the details on contingencies that the member for Vasse has asked for. I will try
to obtain the extra information sought by members. It is on the record and in cases where I
have not been able to provide a full reply, I will go through the Hfansard and supply written
answers to the members, particularly the member for Vasse, so that they get the information
they sought.

Mr BLAIKE: In a parliamentary question on 27 October I asked the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management to provide details of the Government's involvement
with various timber industry groups in planning the creation of a public company to operate a
hardwood sharefarming and pulp cropping industry. The Minister replied in general terms
that his department was undertaking investigations. His final comment was that the project
was still in the conceptual stage and no further details could be provided. Forest
management, acquisition of State forests and expansion of private forests are very important
parts of the operation of Department of Conservation and Land Management. On 27 October
I asked the Premier to provide details of the Government's proposed tree corporation and
what role would be undertaken by WADC or any of its subsidiaries. The Premier replied -

See answer to question 1695. Neither the Western Australian Development
Corporation nor any of its subsidiaries have been involved, or are likely to be
involved, in the development of any hardwood afforestation program.

1 further asked the Minister whether the Government intended to involve any of the State's
resources such as land, forest hardwood or pine, and if so would he give details. He replied,
"As above". I further asked the Minister whether the Government intended to issue a
prospectus calling for public subscriptions before the end of 1988. His reply was. 'As
above."; this referred to question 1695 1 had asked the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, who replied in part, "Since the project is still in the conceptual stage, no further
details can be provided."
The reason I asked that series of questions was that I had attended a field day conducted by
the Department of Agriculture's Busselton district office on 13 October at the Vasse
Research Station. During the day an officer of the department, John Bartle, the principal
research scientist with CALM, gave a talk and also presented a discussion paper called
"Hardwood Sharefarrning Scheme". It stated -

During 1988 C.A.L.M. operated an interim hardwood sharefanning scheme. Some
2000 ha of Eucalyptus globulus (Tasmanian blue gum) were planted on 20 farms
distributed from Albany to Pinjarra, with a concentration of plantings in the
Peel/Harvey Estuary Catchment.

The State Government is presently involved with various timber industry groups in
planning the creation of a public company to operate a hardwood sharefarming and
pulp cropping industry. This 'Tree Corporation' is expected to issue a prospectus
calling for public subscriptions before the end of 1988. If successfully launched it
will proceed with plantings of some 5000 ha in 1989.

That is contrary to the replies given to me in the Parliament by the Minister and the Premier.
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My questions were based directly on information I had taken from this document presented
by John Baffle. I asked the Premier and the Minister whether the Government intended to
become involved with a tree corporation.

Mr Hodge: No, it is not contrary to the answers given. The reply stated that I could not give
more details because the matter had not been finalised.

Mr BLA[KIE: I can understand that and also that the Premier would have received his advice
from the Minister, but certainly John Bartle spoke about this project with great enthusiasm.
Mr Hedge: John Bartle is not the Minister.

Mr BL.AIKJE H-e is an excellent officer and [ do not want to get him into trouble.

Mr Hodge: You are doing a pretty good job of it.

Mr BLAIKIE: He made those comments to an audience of 100 people and in a published
paper presented at the meeting. I followed the matter up with questions in the Parliament.

Mr Hedge: I have given an answer, what are you quibbling about?

Mr BLAIXIE: The Minister said that the Government would not proceed.

Mr Hedge: The answer did not state that at all, it stated that it is in a conceptual stage.

Mr BLAIKIE: [ will put it in a different way. Although the Premier and the Minister have
commented in one direction, this could be part of the Government's election manifesto, and
the officer very openly and honestly has said that there will be a tree corporation.

Mr Hedge: That decision has not yet been made. The officer is doing work for the
Government in that department.

Mr BLAIKIE: Maybe the decision has not been made, but hrorn rny reading of the document
which I have presented to the Minister, I deduced that a tree corporation was onstream and
moving down the track.

Mr Hedge: It is a distinct possibility.

Mr BLAIXIE: I have not said whether I think it is a good idea or a bad idea, but why does
the Government not come clean?

Mr Hedge: We have not finished working out the details. We are still looking at it.

Mr BLAIKIE: Do you intend to announce it in the next four weeks?

Mr Hedge: It will be announced when it is ready and it is not ready yet.

Mr BLALKIE: I believe that the Government will announce it fairly soon.

Mr Hedge: Then you know more about it than I do.

Mr BLAIKIE: It is just pure conjecture on my part. Within the framework of this Budget
debate, I ask the Minister to put on the record whether the Government intends to become
involved in a tree corporation or something of a similar nature.

Mr Hedge: I have told you three times already.

Mr BLALKIE: The Government has a Budget of $20 million-odd to fiddle Mround with in
this area. I would like the Minister to answer my question for the record: Does the
Government intend to become involved in either the State's hardwood or softwood resources
by creating a tree corporation with other Government agencies? Bearing in mind the
importance and value of the resources to the State, and the amount of money available in this
area, I ask the Minister to respond.

Mr HODGE: The member for Vasse is merely going on a fishing expedition. I have
answered his question in a straightforward and honest way. There is a project under
consideration. We still have not made any decision. Various options are being looked at.
Most of them will not involve State forests, either hardwood or pine. It is no secret that the
entire country is looking at plantations and afforestation and we would be falling down in our
duty if we were not doing the same. The Federal Government and the Australian
Conservation Foundation, and almost everyone involved and interested in the timber
industry, are promoting the idea of plantations.
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Mr Blaikie: There was a strong suggestion some 18 months ago that the State Government
was at that stage looking to the Western Australian Development Corporation buying off or
taking charge of the State's softwood plantations to sell off at a later stage.
Mr HODGE: We have looked at a number of options. I have said that is not one of the
considerations that we are looking at.
Mr Blaikie: But it was considered.

Mr HODGE: We have looked at a number of options. When we have finalised all the derails
I will come here to make an announcement and the member will get full details when they are
ready.
Division 45 put and passed.
Division 46: Environmental Protection Authority, $7 120 000 -
Mr TRENORDEN: I have had a considerable amount of exposure to the Environmental
Protection Authority over the last couple of years, my first being in the seat of Avon and to
do with a wool processor and tanning factory in a small community called Bakers Hill. Apart
from long delays caused by the involvement of the EPA they provided a serviceable cause in
being able to talk to residents who were affected by two industries classed as noxious. They
were able to come up with a detailed explanation of the problems that could occur in those
industries. Those meetings were attended by a substantial number of members of the
community; in fact, a good percentage of the community was present at one of the main
meetings. The EPA played a healthy role in talking to those people about the effects of these
plants and I commend it for that.
That is one side of the picture. On the other side is my dealings with the EPA on the
movement of sodium cyanide. In the three years that I have been in this House I have never
previously seen a communication exercise with local government more severely bungled. It
was a disaster from start to finish. When we held meetings early in the piece between
interested parties, that is, the Transport Commission, Westrail and the EPA, all that happened
was that the EPA was able to get local authorities' backs up and was unable to answer simple
questions. The result was that there were some very angry people around, and with good
reason, because fair and reasonable people were asking fair and reasonable questions and
getting no answers, or answers that made no sense.
If it were not for the intervention of the chairman, Mr Barry Carbon - for whom I have a great
deal of respect and who has communication skills that other people in his department do not
have - no-one would have been able to talk to people about their problems. What was
interesting was that even though Mr Carbon was able to quieten down considerably a hot
situation he was not able to supply answers. He was able to say to me that, logically, certain
things would prevail. He is such a good salesman that he was able to say to the people of
Avon that the reason they would get sodium cyanide was that ther are 400 000 people
concerned in the metropolitan area and 40 000 in our area so, "Ten to one you will get it."
That was a disappointing point of view. I congratulate Mr Carbon for his ability to sell that
idea. He was not in an easy position and I am not attempting to say he was, or to denigrate
him in any way because he certainly cooled down a volatile situation.
The situation in relation to sodium cyanide has not gone away and its movements and the
problems associated with it will explode as soon as it is decided where the changeover point
will be from rail to truck. At the moment it looks like being Narrogin, but it could well be
Cuballing or Pingelly. Narrogin is obviously in the constituency of the member for Narrogin
and so is Cuballing. However, under the new boundaries it will be in Avon as Pingelly is. It
does not matter how one looks at the situation, if the sodium cyanide is to be unloaded in
either of those towns to be roaded to Boddington that is not good. If it is unloaded at
Pingefly the Wandering road is a narrow bitumen one which already causes residents a great
deal of concern regardless of the sodium cyanide. What concemns them now is that there will
be two 16 tonne trucks, as a minimum figure, using that road on delivery days and carrying
sodium cyanide. There will not be deliveries every day.
The Cuballing-Boddington road is gravel and even worse. It is not a high density traffic road
at present. The Narrogin option substantially means it is on Albany Highway. It is
interesting to note in this argument there is no way that sodium cyanide can move on Albany
Highway within the boundaries of the metropolitan area but that there is no problem moving
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it on Albany Highway outside the metropolitan area. The whole problem, no matter how one
looks at it, or how reasonable one is, is thar city Lives are worth more than country lives. That
sticks in the throat somewhat. Because an accident at an intersection in the metropolitan area
has the capacity to wipe out X number of people and a corresponding accident in the country
has the capacity to wipe out a great deal fewer people, we have to wear it.

The fact is chat the people in my electorate and the electorate of the member for Narrogin are
not looking forward to being wiped out at all. There are two arguments about the dangers of
sodium cyanide and the corresponding EPA argument that there is no danger and that there
will be one accident every 3 000 years so we have nothing to worry about. It is hard to
convince people in my electorate that there is nothing to worry about and that there is an
accident probability of one in every 3 000 years. If so, why can it not go through the
metropolitan area? That accident could happen in the first week, the first year or the first two
years if one accepts the statistics. The company CSBP in its first efforts wanted the sodium
cyanide to be moved directly from the manufacturer's site to Boddington through Albany
Highway. It is difficult, if one looks at the argument of the EPA on the safety of moving this
product, and the Transport Commission's argument - and I cannot remember the officer from
the commission but he was a capable individual whose name I should have noted because his
arguments and position were clear and he put a solid argument forward for his department.

His argument was that it could be moved via Albany Highway without there being any
problems. I have been told by the EPA that sodium cyanide cannot be moved through this
area because the escarpment is a defined area of concern; but no matter how many times I
have talked with the EPA, I have not been able to work out why the escarpment is an area of
concern. The argument seems to go around in a circle, but it basically boils down to the fact
that because there is acid water in the rivers in the hills, when sodium cyanide makes contact
with that water the gas which is given off is the same as that used by the Germans to wipe out
the Jews. It is actually a cyanide acid type gas. What concerns me is that the acid waters in
the escarpment, and in the Murray River and the other areas we have talked about, is the
same as that in the rivers in the Avon Valley and in the four substantial bodies of water which
cross the Albany Highway between Narrogin and Boddington. One of those bodies of water
is a catchment area for the Narrogin townsite. It is argued that if the sodium cyanide were to
get into the underground water system, it would quickly dissipate once it came into contact
with oxygen, and would not be a problem. It is also argued that it would be a problem if the
sodium cyanide were to spill into the Murray River, but that it would not be a problem if it
were to spill into the Avon River. I cannot work that out. A newspaper reporter who was
investigating this matter asked the EPA why it was concerned about the Murray River and
not about the Avon River. The officer of the EPA said the reason was that the Avon River is
a dead river. That does not go down too well with the Avon River management committee
and the people of Avon, who do not see the Avon River as a dead river. They see it as a
dying river and as a river with substantial problems, but they have not written it off by any
stretch of the imagination. A meeting of one of the State's shire council wards recently gave
unanimous support to opposing the movement of sodium cyanide through Avon until good
reason was given. The people of Avon want to be told why they have to accept the
movement of sodium cyanide through their area, and they want a reason other than that they
are not worth as much as people in the city. A lot of the sodium cyanide will be transported
by rail and will go through the marshalling yards at Northam. I have not heard a single
complaint from a constituent about the movement of sodium cyanide by rail - not because
they like it, but because they accept that sodium cyanide has to be used in the goldmining
industry and must be transported by rail through Northam, and a lot of other towns. The
route going through Northam, down to Narrogin and back to Boddington is three times
longer than the direct route, and is not acceptable; the people of Avon cannot understand why
they must suffer that movement. The reason we were having so much trouble with the EPA,
and the reason tempers got so heated, was that the EPA did not have the intestinal fortitude to
tell the people that they had to wear it. The game plan was that they had to cop it sweet,
because the EPA was not able to argue on a logical basis why the sodium cyanide had to be
moved via that mute.

I spent two days some weeks ago in Kalgoorlie, Mt Magnet and Leonora, looking at the
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goidmining industry. That is an important industry to the State, and I can understand why Mr
Campbell crossed the floor last night in Federal Parliament to oppose the proposed gold tax,
because if the gold industry declines in any way it will affect a lot of people. I was at
Leonora three weeks ago. I cannot say I am a reguiar visitor, but over the years I have been
there a number of times. I went there in September during the wildflower season, and I think
it is a magnificent pant of the world; it is second to none. The member for Murchison-Eyre
may be able to tell me what was the population of Leonora five years ago.
Mr Lightfoot: It was 300 or 400 people.
Mr TRENORDEN: It is now 1 500 people.
Mr Lightfoot: Yes; it has quadrupled.

Mr TRENORDEN: There are now three take away food outlets in the town, and it is a
prosperous, thriving and interesting town because it is a frontier mining town in this State.
There is a very good feeling about that town.

Mr Lightfoot: People have come from all over Australia to jive there.

Mr TRENORDEN: It is a great little community. The gold industry keeps it going, and if
the viability of the gold industry is affected, so too will be Leonora and Mt Magnet; and we
could go on and on. Sodium cyanide is very important to the goldmining industry. The
member for Murchison-Eyre may be able to correct my figures. but I believe the cost of
sodium cyanide has increased from $600 a tonne to $2 000 a tonne in recent months.
Mr Lightfoot: That is right.
Mr TRENORDEN: The availability of sodium cyanide has dried up, so it is important that
sodium cyanide be produced and transported. The point is that the people of Avon would
accept the movement of sodium cyanide if they were given a good reason why they should.
Mr Lightfoot: Why does it have to be liquid?
Mr TRENORDEN: The reason is that CSBP says it does not have the money to purchase the
technology to manufacture a solid form of sodium cyanide. I amn told there is a company in
Queensland which is starting to manufacture solid sodium cyanide. That is of some interest
to us.
Mr Lightfoot: There are many companies which refuse to use liquid sodium cyanide because
it is too difficult to handle, too risky, and it puts at risk not only the workers but also
everyone in the State.
Mr TRENORDEN: It involves the movement of a great deal more bulk, and I think a few
people in the member's pant of the world would be concerned about the movement of liquid
-sodium cyanide. In fact, all the mining companies in Leonora are going to use liquid sodium
cyanide. I have been informed that CSBP does not expect to cover the full range of
requirements for sodium cyanide in Western Australia. It is hoping to capture about two
thirds of the market. It has been told by a number of mining companies that they will not be
moving away from using solid sodium cyanide. I took time out when I was at the Harbour
Lights mine to look at the operation of the solid sodium cyanide plant and at how the sodium
cyanide is taken from the drum and put into the hopper. It is definitely a safe process. It is
mechanical, and there is no need for any individual to be in contact with the sodium cyanide.
Mr Blaikie: I made the point last night, when the member for Narrogin spoke about
transportation matters, that I thought the Government was crazy to have given approval for
the construction of a plant that produced liquid sodium cyanide when other processes, such as
the manufacture of solid sodium cyanide, were available and being used in Australia.
Mr TRENORDEN: I was going to get onto that a little later. One of the problems is that the
CSBP was given EPA approval to put the plant where it was. It was stuck in the beant of the
metropolitan area, and whichever route it takes it will pass many people.
Mr Blaikie: And it has to pass a number of water courses as well. If you wanted to try to
select the worst situation you could not have done much better.
Mr TRENORDEN: It would have been difficult to locate it in a worse position. That is the
cause of all the heartburn. Some of the people in my electorate have said that they do not
care if the sodium cyanide is never moved, but some of them do not wish to stop the
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movement of sodium cyanide to Boddington. However, they want to know why it must take
this crazy moute to get there.

I am concerned about the power of the EPA. I said I was very pleased to see what the EPA
did by explanation and cooling people down when the situation had been fairly volatile. I
have had some arguments with the EPA, because the process of getting EPA approval is a
long one which causes a certain amount of heartburn for businesses as well as for the local
community. That uncertainty extended for a fair period of time. At the other end of the scale
the EPA has approved the petrochemical plant in the heart of the metropolitan area. It has
approved the sodium cyanide plant in the heart of the metropolitan area. This does not make
a lot of sense. The arguments for moving the sodium cyanide in a certain way do not make a
lot of sense unless we apply a voting attitude to the movement. There are 400 000 people to
40 000; that is why my electorate has to wear sodium cyanide. My electorate is not too
impressed with it.

I have had a number of arguments with the EPA. If the Minister wants to improve the
operations of the EPA, he should send most of his staff on public relations courses. The
public relations exercise concerned with the sodium cyanide has been abysmal. The EPA has
promised consultation with each of my shires, but not once has it happened. The only time
there was consultation between the EPA and my shires was when my shires demanded it, or
when I demanded it. The EPA has not been forthcoming with answers. It has not answered
correspondence from the shires. That kind of attitude can only get people's backs up.

I can understand why it has not answered the correspondence, and I can understand why it
did not want the correspondence. The answer is because the EPA cannot supply reasonable
explanations for its projected routes. I know the moutes are put up by CSBP and not by the
EPA. Every time a route was put up it was knocked down until this route through Avon was
reached, which is the last possible route available. The acceptance of the moute through Avon
has been put off until February. 1 might be a cynic, but at the rime I thought it would have
been after the election. It will not be after the election now. Between now and February
nothing will change.

I ask the EPA to be very sure when organising the meeting with the shire councils, which are
composed substantially of farmers. Once these farmers get involved in their harvests and
then holidays, February will race on very quickly. When that happens we will have another
minor revolution. The EPA has not made a success of that meeting. Narrogin has requested
a meeting, and one will be held there shortly. The EPA did not meet its promises. I can
promise the Minister some trouble when this route is finalised. It will not be because people
like me are beating it up, but because no reasonable answers are forthcoming. Although it is
not my seat and it has nothing to do with me, if the sodium cyanide is to be off loaded in
close proximity to Narrogin, that area will be very concerned, particularly as only two or
three months ago it was never considered for receiving sodium cyanide.

The other two possible areas were Cuballing and Pingelly. There is a possibility of moving
back there because the fire might get too hot in Narrogin. This issue is far from over. I am
disappointed that no matter which location it ends up in, access to Boddington is very poor.
Narrogin has the best chance of wearing it because the Albany Highway is more acceptable
than a gravel road at Cuballing or the thin, bitumen road out of Pingelly. I am sure when this
issue comes up there will be a lot of heartburn and some members in this place, including the
member for Narrogin and me, will be very interested in the future activities of the EPA.
Even though it may have very strong points, it also has very weak ones.

Mr WATT: Having had a quick read of the newspaper, I think I have the answer to one of
the issues I wanted to raise concerning Argentine ant control spray. The Environmental
Protection Authority has put a hold on the use of heptachlor for Argentine ant spraying for
some time because of the uncertainty surrounding health matters.

Mr Hodge: Because of the environmental considerations.

Mr WATT: Particularly as those considerations relate to the health of people living in the
houres. As I understand that article, its use has not been banned, but strict conditions will be
imposed. I would like the Minister to let us know the latest position. I have had a number of
calls, one from Albany, and a number from Denmark. Although it is not in my electorate I
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know a number of people in Denmark who have been very concerned about the position. An
alternative chemical is being used at the moment, but it is by no means as effective as
heptachior. [ suppose it is also by no means as dangerous either. Obviously a solution must
be found because Argentine ants are a real problem. This takes me back to my childhood,
because I can remember living in the wheatbelt town of Wyalkatchem, where Argentine ants
used to drive us mad; they were in every house.

Mr Trenorden: When did you live there?

Mr WATT: I lived there for seven years.

Mr Trenorden: I knew you had a touch of sophistication about you!

Mr WATT: I lived there from 1940 to 1947. We will compare notes later. We used to buy
sheep dip, because I think it had arsenic. We had yellow trails of sheep dip around the yards,
the entrances to our houses, on our window sills and everywhere else to try to contain the
Argentine ant problem. The problem has been round for a long time and sooner or later I
suppose we will come up with an answer to it that is both environmentally acceptable and not
injurious to our health. I hope it will not be too expensive either, because the chemical that is
being promoted as an alternative at the moment is, I am told, very expensive and also requires
several applications before the problem is eradicated. I would be grateful if the Minister
could tell us what is going on in this regard.

I hope the next issue I wish to raise is appropriate under this item. A number of concerns
have been raised with me about the proposed housing development in the east Thomsons.
Lake area. The Minister is probably more familiar with the area than I am because he lives in
that general direction. As most members would know, the proposal for a residential
subdivision in that area is located at least in pant above the Jandakot mound, the underground
water supply. I understand that the metropolitan region scheme needs to be amended. That
was advertised in The West Australian on Saturday, 29 October and is being treated as a
minor amendment. The people who brought this matter to my attention have told me that
because it is being treated as a minor amendment it does not require any parliamentary
approval and they argue that because of the potentially adverse effect it will have on that
underground area it should be treated as a major amendment. Certainly it could be argued
that it will have a fairly significant impact on the environment in that area, especially the
water. I understand public meetings have been held in the area, when these matters have
been discussed and a considerable level of opposition and concern has been expressed about
the proposal. Submissions have been sent on the proposed amendment to the metropolitan
region scheme to, I think, the State Planning Commission; as well, submissions complaining
about the damage which will be done to the environment have been sent to the Environmental
Protection Authority. It is similar in some ways to the change that was made in the Mt
Claremont area, where LandCorp raced in and began its bulldozing before a plan of the
environumental assessment had been considered, and the people in this area who are
concerned feel that while the authorities may be conforming with the letter of the law they are
rather tending to flaunt the spirit of the law. Those people are certainly very concerned about
it. I have been told that a number of different proposals associated with the scheme are being
talked about, such as a requirement to lower the water table which will involve pumping out
much of the underground water. If that should occur is would seem to be a terrible waste of a
valuable resource.

Mr Hodge: It won't be wasted; it is going to be used.

Mr WATT: I think it is proposed to use it in some industry.

Mr Hodge: Part of it, and the rest will go into the Water Authority of Western Australia's
scheme water.

Mr WATT: I will1 certainly be reassured by the Minister's advice if that is the case.
Obviously he will understand that it is not possible, given the constraints of rime and lack of
research staff and so on, for me to personally investigate all these things; I can only rely on
and convey to the Minister concerns expressed by people as they are presented to me.

Mr Hodge: A public management document is being prepared about is and is available from
the EPA.
Mr WATT: I have a few general comments to make about the Environmental Protection
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Authority. People either love it or hare it depending on their point of view and how, if at all,
they are required to deal with the authority. One of the functions the EPA has to perform is
to assess and approve applications for development projects. The foreword in the latest
annual report gives some statistics. It says in pan -

The following statistics reflect the total average processing time for ninety per cent of
projects.

I do not know why it is only 90 per cent. The foreword continues -

Informally assessed projects: 20 days.

No-one could complain about that. The foreword continues -

Formally assessed projects without public review: 15 weeks.

Even that would seem to be a reasonably long time, with no public review. The foreword
continues -

Formally assessed projects with public review: 56 weeks from date of receipt
of proposal until release of assessment report: 20 weeks of this is direct EPA
processing time (from the start of the public review period until release of
assessment report).

In the context of development projects with environmental impact, these times are
very reasonable, and compare favourably with other states,

I am always a bit unhappy about comparison with other States to decide whether or not
something is reasonable. I would have thought that anybody putting together a project of
some magnitude who is required to find the capital to launch and pay for that project would
be pretty unhappy about having to wait for 56 weeks from the date of lodging the proposal
until they actually received their approval. It is more than a year and I really think that needs
careful investigation to establish if it is the best the EPA can do, because of the cost of
servicing the money the project developers must put together.

On page 1 of the report, under the heading "Imnplementation of the Environmental Protection
Act 1986", there is a quote which reads in part -

The Authority has no powers of decision in relation to environmental assessment, it
can only report on environmental factors and make recommendations as it sees fit.
There is nothing conclusive or determinative about its decisions.

I reject that. I do not think it is correct at all because it has a very real power in these matters;
that is, the power to determ-ine the level of assessment. I have just given examples of the
different time limits for approval of a project be ing assessed, and it can range from 20 days to
56 weeks. That is a very real power of the EPA. It goes an to say -

The advice the Authority gives goes beyond specific aspects of the individual
proposals, to include development of a comprehensive and rational set of principles
which apply throughout a regional setting, so that the total impact of a proposal may
be assessed.

That is fair enough but really the question of approval is a very big responsibility for the
Environmental Protection Authority. However, it is not fair to say, as it does in the report,
that it has no powers of decision in relation to the environmental assessment. The decision to
identify which form of assessment it will make is in my view very real.

Mr Hodge: You are not taking into account two rather important factors: Firstly, the
Minister can overrule the EPA and upgrade the level of its assessment; and secondly, the
Minister can demand that the EPA report within a certain time limit. If the Minister gives the
EPA an instruction that it must report within a certain period of time, it must do so.

Mr WATT: I am not overlooking that. It is interesting that the Minister has raised the point
about the Minister being able to increase the level of assessment, [ do not know whether the
Minister has taken legal opinion on that, but I understand that the Minister also has the power
to allow the level of assessment to be reduced.

Mr Hodge: That is specifically excluded under the legislation.

Mr WATT: I would like the Minister to provide me with that infonmation.
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Mr Hodge: It is in the Act. It was written in deliberately.

Mr WATT: The Minister has no power to reduce the level of assessment. On page two the
report says -

Provision is made in the Act, for the Minister to require the Authority to assess
proposals more fully or publicly, or both.

That is a fairly significant power when combined with the power of the authority itself. I do
not suggest that it has been misused but I am concerned about the amount of time it takes,

When the Minister responds I would like him to explain why the second application by the
Bond Corporation to develop the Knightsbridge residential subdivision is not to be assessed
publicly. We were told that it is a new proposal altogether and I would have thought that if it
is being created as a new proposal, the whole process should be followed again. Th1at is, it
should be publicly assessed. If it is a new proposal, the objections lodged with the EPA in
respect of the first application may not necessarily be relevant to the second. I think people
ought to have the opportunity to comment on that. We should be thankful for the System 6
report which was probably the means by which that land adjacent to Bold Park was rejected
in the first place. That System 6 report was written. I understand, by Maurice Mulcahy, who
is currently a member of the EPA, and it recommended that there should be no development
of that area at all. Somehow approval was given about three years ago for an open air theatre
to be established in that area without any environmental assessment.

Mr Hodge: It happened in the days of the previous Liberal Government. You would have to
ask it why it did it. It was before my time.
Mr WATT: It has only come to my attention in the last few days. I do not care who did it. I
think it was wrong that it was done and if these recommendations are to have any sense at al,
they need to be taken seriously.
On page four of the latest report there is a chart which worries me. It shows the EPA in the
centre of a circular arrangement showing a whole range of different Government departments
and statutory authorities, with arrows pointing towards the centrepiece of environmental
protection, planning and assessment. It creates the impression, rightly or wrongly, that the
EPA wants every Minister and every department to be in some way subservient to it.
Mr Hodge: You are misinterpreting it. It is meant to signify that numerous Government
departments and instrumentalities have environmental responsibilities and that the
environment is not the sole responsibility of the EPA. AUl of those departments have some
responsibility and the EPA sets the guidelines and the policy, while the other departments are
responsible for their implementation.

Mr WATT: I know what it is meant to say, but it gives the impression to readers of this
report that the EPA sees itself being -

Mr Hodge: You had better complain to Mr Carbon. That is his favourite speaker's aid,
which he uses all the time to demonstrate the role of the EPA.
Mr WAIT: Is that right? Perhaps if I had heard him give the explanation, it might have
had -

Mr Hodge: You would only have to meet him and he would be glad to give it to you.
Mr WATT: It sounds as though it is well rehearsed. However, it gives me a different
impression on reading the report. One reads on page one of the report that the EPA -

.i s essentially adjunct or ancillary to the political and administrative process of
government decision-making.

That sort of chart arrangement leaves me with the impression that the EPA would like chat to
be different.

Mr Hodge: It certainly would not.

Mr WAlT: Even if does not, going on a little fuirther through the report there is listed on
page seven some of the achievements of the EPA. Some of them are motherhood statements,
which I do not mind because that is quite fair, but one of them relates to the development of
chiorofluorocarbon regulations. Since those regulations have been framed, how many
exceptions have been given for the use of CFCs? I understand that quite a few have been
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given but I would be interested to know the number and the reasons in the main for the sort of
exceptions given and whether that does not tend to be self defeating of dhe purpose of
framing the regulations. There there was a fairly extensive debate in this place on the merits
or otherwise of Government legislation as against Opposition legislation. I suppose it
amounts to a matter of implementation. Obviously we both agree that there is a need for
legislation because we both introduced legislation. However, how best that legislation can be
implemented is the matter under discussion.

I do nut want to spend any more time on the EPA in the general debate but I want to re-
emphasise the concern the community feels about the time taken by the EPA to assess and
give approvals. Everything has a cost and when one is dealing with projects which are
required to reach the level of assessment, that takes an average of 56 weeks. We have to
remember that an average is made up of highs and low, which means that while some
projects would come out under the 56 weeks, others would come out above that time. That is
a long timne, and it has cost the industry. In some of the minor proposals there probably are
circumstances where the Minister ought to be able to shorten the public comrment period, in
the same way as the Minister for Planning has such a discretion.

Mr [HODGE: The member for Albany has ranged far and wide over a large number of
matters. I have answered some of the points by way of interjection; I will briefly comnment
on the others. I am proud of the role and function of the EPA. It processes a vast number of
complex matters with amazing speed, considering the size of the agency and the complexity
of the matters with which it deals. It is a credit to the officers of the authority that they are
able to process those matters so quickly. The longest proposal, since I have been Minister,
was the WACAP woodchipping Licence renewal, a major issue of public interest and concemn
to thousands of Western Australians. The proposal took more than 12 months to process.
The member for Albany has jumped to conclusions by possibly holding the EPA responsible
for the time these things take to come to fruition. In many instances it is the developer who is
slow and sometimes takes months to supply information requested by the authority. Matters
can grind to a halt until the proponent perhaps employs new consultants or technical people
to assist in the supply of information, which should have been supplied in the first place. The
member is unfair to jump to the conclusion that if delays occur they are caused by the EPA.
The Minister has the power to order the EPA to report within a time limit. Obviously, if the
matter is complex, the Minister is loathe to do that because the EPA may then not do as
thorough a job as it should. That power should be used sparingly.

The member for Albany mentioned the Thomsons Lake matter. Many of the issues he raised
are outside my portfolio. I am not the Minister for Planning and I do not intend to comnment
on planning matters connected with that development. The matter has been dealt with
exhaustively by the EPA and processed strictly in accordance with EPA recommendations. A
water management program has been published by the proponents, and is available from the
EPA. The authority is interested in receiving public comment on that program.

Mr Watt: Does that reflect a move towards acceptance of development over ground water
areas?

Mr [HODGE: In that particular ground water area, yes. That is the only ground water area
which has been assessed for housing development by the authority. The assessment was
made and a report was produced which laid down strict guidelines and requirements. The
conclusion was that if the guidelines were met, development could proceed.
Mr Wan: If deep sewerage is installed, and the storm water drained into a central point and
piped away, the only substance remaining would be domestic garden fertiliser - provided
industries handling noxious substances are kept out.

Mr H-ODGE: Yes. Herbicides, pesticides, and of course petrol stations, need to be kept out.
All of these things need to be taken into account, and have been addressed by the EPA.
Regarding Argentine ants, I refer the member to a very comprehensive ankile in tomorrow's
edition of The West Australian. The EPA was commissioned by the Government some time
ago to prepare advice on the continued use of heptachior. Initially the comrnission. was to
prepare advice on the public Argentine ant control program but later on, at the request of the
Minister for Health, the commission was widened to include the use of heptachior for termite
control in households. The EPA has reported to the Government on this matter; the
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Government has considered the report and accepted it in principle. We have asked the
hazardous substances advisory committee set up under the Department of Occupational
Health, Safety and Welfare to advise on any new guidelines or codes of practice which would
need to be implemented to provide for the continued use of heptachior in the household
situation under concrete pads but we are not aware of any effective substitute. As far as the
broad public Argentine ant spraying program goes, the Government has accepted the
recomnmendation contained in the report. The use of heptachlor was stopped when we asked
the EPA to report, and it will not recomnmence.

Mr- Want: So people will not be able to use heptachlor privately.

Mr HODGE: That is correct. Licensed pest operators will be able to use it under very strict
guidelines under concrete pads.

Mr Watt: The licensed operators cannot spray private properties?

Mr lodge: No. A disturbing amount of heptachlor has been found in Perth's ground water,
and in some of our lakes and swamps, and the aquatic fauna in those lakes have unacceptably
high levels of heptachlor. The chemical is a very mobile one which is transmitted fairly
readily through water and through the atmosphere.

Item 1: Salaries. Wages and Allowances -

Mr WATT: The Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority holds a fairly unique
position. being both the chairman of the authority and the head of the department. Under this
item he receives a salary. Does he receive any other emoluments for any other duties he
performs?

Mr HODGE: Yes. The chairman receives an allowance for the duties he carries out as
chairman of the authority, although I cannot recall the amount. The salary shown in the
Estimates is a Public Service salary covering his role as chief executive officer of the EPA.

Division 46 put and passed.

Division 47: Walerways Commission, $1 940 000 -

Mr GREIG: The matters I wish to raise here relate exclusively to the Swan River and to the
discharge of substances into the river. I refer to two sites from which the discharge
originates. The first relates to a concern when the Burswood Casino was originally mooted
for construction. The Minister may recall the publicity that occurred around February-March
1985 about the disturbance of the old Burswood tip, the excavations and the subsequent
construction of the casino, causing some precipitation of those nutrients and other pollutants
into the river.

I have had that matter raised with me. I am not certain who has responsibility for the matter
and the Minister will correct me if I am wrong, but it may come under the Water Authority. I
was told that the Water Authority or the EPA had found some evidence of seepage occurring
in and around Heirisson [sland and that a study was undertaken into ways that those nutrients
might be neutralised in the river. The complaint that was brought to me was fairly hair
raising. I undertook quiet investigations and finally resolved not to pursue the matter any
further because it would have caused alarm. The matter was raised with me by a person
whose concerns were quite genuine. He told me that someone had been provided with the
responsibility of thinking about engineering ways of discharging certain materials such as
cyanide and other elements into the river to kill the algae that occurred as a result of those
nutrients entering the river. I have raised the matter again in much the same genuine way that
I raised earlier matters with the Minister. Is the situation being monitored and, if so, can he
tell me what the results of that monitoring have been?

An article appeared in The West Australian on I March 1985 relating to chemical seepage at
the casino site and monitoring of the situation. I ani aware that that is occurring. I spoke to a
few professional fishermen at the site and thought that it must be all right if professional
fishermen were using the site. The whole problem seems to relate to what appeared to be a
bore and irrigation facilities at Douglas Avenue just off Mill Point Road. If the Minister goes
there he will find there is a pumping station with bores which are used for irrigating the
parkiand. [ ask the Minister to comment an the monitoring in the area and to tenl me whether
he is aware of any studies that have been undertaken to neutralise the nutrients entering the
river.
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The other matter that [ wish to raise relates to what is generally called the King William
Street drain at Bassendean. Serious complaints were brought to me about pollutants that are
being discharged into the Swan River. The Minister wrote to a Mr Ken Emery on 9 March of
this year, but people continue to be concerned about the discharge of effluent into the King
William Street drain and then into the upper reaches of the Swan River. There have been fish
kills in the area of which there is photographic evidence. It is extremely worrying to see that
photographic evidence of the pollution entering the drain. It is a rusty cloud and I have been
advised that the minnows in the drains swim to the edge of the red cloud of effluent and turn
back almost as if it were a brick wall. There was a newspaper article about this matter in
September 1987, but it is not my intention to go into detail about that other than to say that
the companies that have licences to discharge effluent into the drain are Recycling Industries,
H.B. Brady Co Pty Ltd, and CSBP and Farmers Ltd. People are concerned that the effluent
from many other industrial organisations in that area is being illegally discharged into the
drain.
The Minister's response of 9 March did not satisfy these people. They are concerned because
they felt their evidence of the fish kills had been brushed off by the Minister who said -

No source of pollution has been found to date. Regular checking has failed to find
evidence of fish kills. Although a few dead fish have been found along the banks of
the river between Bassendean and Belmont, the cause is not likely to be King William
Street drain.

I believe these people are genuine. They say they have found particular evidence of heavy
pollution going into the river and fish kills occurring at that point. 1 can only go on their
word. I told them that if they wanted me to make a Federal case out of it I would need more
evidence. They are now preparing statutory declarations to support their case. The
Minister's letter continues -

Those reaches of the river experience low oxygen levels in the bottom waters at this
timne of the year when there is no river flow and little tidal movement.

They believe that is a brush-off.

They are extremely concerned that not only are the licensed companies that I have mentioned
discharging effluent into the drain, but also that other companies in that area may also be
discharging into it. The Minister's letter then continues -

King William Street Drain is a major drainage system which extends into the suburbs
of Dianella and Morley. It takes storinwarer and has a continual flow of groundwater
from subsoil drainage under those suburbs at other times. Industrial waste water
discharges, by comparison, are minor with only low levels of contaminants. All are
licensed by either SRMA or Water Authority of W.A. and are constantly monitored.

These people live in the area and see what is happening. They think that if the licensed
companies are causing this effluent to be discharged into the drain and that effluent is causing
fish kills, there must be wider raniLifications which are going on unseen. The people are not
satisfied. I ask the Minister to provide them with a greater level of satisfaction. If that is not
done the matter will become a problem. These people intend mounting a case against what is
happening. I have brought the matter to the Minister now as an early warning, even knowing
that he has been warned of it already.

Like the majority of residents of Perth I take great pride in our river. It is an enormous asset
and it is important from a recreational, scenic and environmental point of view. To that end,
we are most fortunate. Unlike most other waterways around which cities are built we do not
have a heavy pollution problem. I trust that members of Parliament from both sides of the
Chamber will be vigilant to ensure that situation remains.

Mr TRENORDEN: I congratulate the Minister for accepting an invitation to attend a meeting
at Muiresk to discuss the Avon River. [ mentioned in a previous debate that there is a
requirement for funds to be allocated to imnprove the river. The Minister for Agriculture said
at the opening of the Beverley Research Station that he would like to see funds allocated,
through the Department of Agriculture, for the appointment of a coordinator for soil
conservation groups. It would have a dual function. It would coordinate the interested
groups and it would have an immediate effect on the river. The coordinator would be
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responsible for coordinating all interested groups which are concerned about the river system.

The Avon River is a little unusual because it starts as a salt lake system and it has a catchrnent
area which is the size of Tasmania. It is not until it reaches Beverley that it actually becomes
a river. The river bed between Beverley and Northam was damaged by the then Public
Works Department which cleared it of obstacles to stop the river from flooding. Since then
the river has not flooded but the work undertaken has increased the flow of the river by a
little over one mile per hour and the damage to the river in that area has been dramatic. I am
sure that the Minister will hear a lot of information about this river tomorrow. The Toodyay
Naturalist Club has obtained a great deal of information about the river in the vicinity of
Toodyay. That part of the river has not been greatly affected. The people in the vicinity of
the catchmnent area of the river have reason to believe that they will be one of the next cabs
off the rank now that the Swan River Trust is operative. Obviously, the Avon River
eventually flows into the Swan River and a lot of the problems associated with the Avon
River flow into the Swan River.

The people interested in the Avon River do not want much in terms of dollars. The funding
required would not amnount to more than the salaries of three or four people. They would
give tremendous support to the Avon River management committee and would help to bring
together those people and groups who have an interest in the river. One interested person is a
resident of Toodyay, a Mr Masters, and he did have a documented history of the river, but
unfortunately about two years ago his house was burnt down and the documentation was
burnt with it. However, Mr Masters has a good memory and he is keen to obtain some
assistance from the State Government in next year's Budget. I am pleased that the Minister
will be attending the meeting at Muresk tomorrow and I hope that he and his departmental
officers will remain at the meeting long enough to obtain all the information about the plight
of the Avon River.

Mr HODGE: The member for Darling Range asked about the monitoring of any leaching
into the river that occurs near Burswood Island. My understanding is that there is regular
monitoring of the river in the vicinity of Burswood Island and that the casino has engaged an
environmental expert, Dr Tom Riggert, to monitor and assess what is happening with the
river and to write the reports it is required to submit to the Environmental Protection Board
on the state of the river. Last time [ discussed this matter with the EPA there were no
significant problems. I do not know from where the information has come that there is a
significant problem. If there is, I am not aware of it. It has not been drawn to my attention
by anyone; neither the EPA nor the Waterways Commission have drawn it to my attention.
Generally, the marine life in the Swan and Canning Rivers is incredibly prolific and healthy
for a river which is so close to a city and to a heavily populated area. If the member for
Darling Range has any evidence that all is not well with discharges into the river obviously I
would like to receive the infonmation in order to have it investigated. I am not sure what I
can say in respect of the other drain. The member covered the matter in his speech. If his
constituents can come up with evidence which proves that there are damaging discharges into
the river I would be happy to receive the information and I give an undertaking that it will be
investigated by the Waterways Commiss inn. All the discharges into the river are licensed
and monitoring does occur. At this stage there is no evidence that discharge is damaging the
river. If anyone can come up with evidence to the contrary I wil have it investigated.

Item 1: Amount required for Services for the year -

Mr WATT: My understanding is that the first part of this htem relates to the head of the
department and I ask the Minister why that information has not been detailed.

Mr Hodge: He is on secondmnent firom the EPA.
Mr WATT: Does that suggest that there is no permanent head at the moment and that there
will not be until the Swan River Trust is established?

Mr Hodge: We have left it in abeyance until we have some idea of what will happen with the
Swan River Trust.

Mr WATT: What is the budgetary situation in respect of the transfer from the Waterways
Commission to the Swan River Trust? I assume that funds will be transferred to the Swan
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River Trust. Perhaps the Minister would inform the Chamber when it is likely that the Swan
River Trust will come into operation and whether, at that time, a substantive appointment will
be made.

Mr HODGE: As I said by way of interjection, Dr Bruce Hamilton, the director, is on
secondment from the Environmental Protection Authority. That is why his position does not
appear in the Estimates. We have been doing two things: First, creating the new Swan River
Trust; secondly, overhauling the structure of the Waterways Commission to give it a
Statewide role. We have left in abeyance the creation of a pennanent position for Dr Bruce
Hamilton until fmnalising those two things. Both are now almost finalised. I hope to have the
Swan River Trust legislation in place and operating by around the end of the year or early
next year. We are preparing regulations and administrative instructions now and we have
sent out letters asking people to put forward names for appointment to the Swan River Trust,
so all the mnechanisms are in place. Dr Hamilton's position will probably be finalised within
a few months.

The Swan River Management Authority's budget will be transferred to the Swan River Trust.
In addition, I will seek additional funds from Cabinet for the upgraded and expanded role of
the Swan River Trust. A Cabinet submission is being prepared to ask for additional funds.
Some time ago I had approval in principle for the creation of the Swan River Trust, but I now
have to go back to Cabinet with specific requests for particular funds for extra staff.

Division 47 put and passed.

Division 48: Agriculture. $71 787 000 -
Mr BLAIKIE: I want to make some comments with respect to pesticides and the effect they
are having on agriculture and the alternative approaches the Government should take. The
first identifiable pesticide problem was recognised in May 1987. Since that period an
enormous amount of work has been carried out. More than 1 000 properties have been
investigated and 500 of them have been found to have broadacre areas with organochiorine
residue. The Department of Agriculture has completed a series of investigations on 356
properties with broadacre residue. At the end of September 1988. 100 properties had still to
be investigated. The pesticide problem is of great significance insofar as the farmers have
experienced loss of income and the State has also incurred losses. In addition, there will be
ongoing losses to the farmers and the State in the future.

To date, a total of 22 349 hectares have been found to be affected by organochlorines; that is
an effective rate of over one part per million. It is my belief that still more hectares will be
found to be affected. It is important also to understand that while farmers using
organochlorines on their properties have contributed to the problem, it had already been
created by agencies of Governiment such as the State Energy Commission. I state quite
categorically that when the first of the affected animals was detected as a result of meat
shipments to the United States, the agricultural community was greatly concerned. From the
beginning there was an attitude of condemnation of the State's farmers. The inference was
drawn far and wide that farmers were to blame because they were overusing organochiorines.
The tragedy was that farmers throughout the State were made to feel like criminals.

Much has happened in the 15 months that have elapsed since the residues were discovered. It
has now come to light that a number of farmers used the organochlorines quite responsibly
and had kept records to prove it. They had used the organochlorines according to the
directions laid down, so they were not solely responsible for the damage done to our export
trade because affected cattle were sold in the marketplace. It was also found that the State

-Energy Commission was a cause of contamination on properties on which organochlorines
had never been used. The sources of contarnination were found to be State Energy
Commu-ission power poles. I advised farmers so affected to make exact accounts of the costs
involved and in a fair and reasonable way lodge claims with the State Energy Commission.
In my view the State Energy Comnmission was responsible for the problem because it
chemically treated its power poles against white ant infestation. Although the fanmers were
not responsible, they had to bear the cost. That cost should be borne by the agency of
Governiment concerned.

The member for Albany spoke of farmers in his area whose properties had been treated with
heptachlor for Argentine ants. It is itrsngto see in the early edition of tomorrow's The
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West Australian that the Envisrnmental Protection Authority slams the spraying of pesticides.
It states that an eight month investigation by the EPA uncovered clear evidence of over
servicing of spraying of pesticides including heptachlor, etc. It is now history that a number
of farming properties have been affected in a very substantial way as a result of the
Department of Agriculture's spraying them with heptachlor in an attempt to eradicate
Argentine ants. The department acted under the law at the time and I am not suggesting that
the law was wrong; however, with hindsight it has proved to be disastrous. The land has
been poisoned arid the Minister wil be aware of a dairy fanner with a lifetime's experience in
the dairy industry who can no longer use milking cows. That was not of his choosing nor of
the department's, but the Agriculture Protection Board was using a product on his farm
intended for the specific purpose of eradicating Argentine ants. As a result milking cattle
cannot graze on that land at all. Cattle used for fattening purposes can be used but only under
a very intensive system of management, but even that is not desirable. As a result of their
land being affected by the heptachior some farmers will have to move away from traditional
and basic forms of agriculture into alternative methods including tree fanning. In the past the
Agriculture Protection Board, under the auspices of the Department of Agriculture, sprayed
properties as often as necessary to rid them of Argentine ants. It seemed a logical thing to do
at the time but with hindsight perhaps other ways should have been used. Of course, none of
us was aware of the consequences to the land which was sprayed by heptachlor - neither the
farmers nor the departmental officers knew how it would affect land used for potato or crop
production. I clearly indicate to the Chamber that the pesticide problem will be with us for a
long time. Some people have kept precise records over the last 20 or 30 years of their
fanning operation, particularly in relation to cropping practices. The pesticide problem has
mainly affected land used for potato production, but it has affected any property an which
organochiorines have been used.

[Quorum formed.]

Mr BLAMKLE: On one property more than 600 acres have been affected by pesticides.
Records have been kept which demonstrate that whether an area had a crop for one year 15
years ago or had a crop every year for 15 years the problem is practically the same. The level
of contamination is quite serious. Those people now believe that the level of land poisoning
will remain for 40 or 50 years, Or even longer. The 600 acres to which I have referred were
traditionally used for potatoes and it was the best land in that fanning area. Hundreds of
acres of land suitable for potato growing around the river system areas will be taken out of
production. I have indicated that some 60 000 acres are already contaminated and I believe
more will come to light. That is a significant figure. The Minister will be aware that these
people are not in a position to intensively graze cattle or sheep on that land, certainly not fat
lamb. In the instance I refer to the fanner was a substantial breeder of fat lamb.

Mr Grill: There has been no problem with sheep.

Mr BLADCJE: Producers of fat lambs are concerned that their land will be affected. They
are already, in fact, in this violated area and they are concerned about that. The production of
fat lambs will simply be ceasing on those areas. This is a matter of some magnitude and it
will be with us for some time. This is the matter that causes me by far the greatest concern.
The Government should assist farmers by taking the chemical companies to court. I have a
wrapper here from a tin of Lane's dieldrin 30 insecticide. It has simple instructions which
say to mix the required amount of dieldrin 30 and that it can be added directly to water in the
spray tanks. The label says it serves for crop pests, African beetle, borers and termites and
goes on to say that it must not be used for any other purpose and must not be used on stock.
There is a warning not to apply it to pastures and edible crops or to surfaces that may be
prepared. It is to be stored away from food and cooking utensils. It says in relation to the
withholding period that it should not be applied later than 13 weeks before harvest, but makes
no mention of the long term effects. Dieidrin is one of the nasty products. The final
condition shown'on the label is a condition of sale and says that since the use of the product
is beyond the control of the seller the buyer assumes the risk of handling and that the seller
makes no warranty either expressed or implied concerning the material.

I compliment the Government officers on what they have done ina a general sense, but it has
not done enough in an individual sense. There needs to be an opportunity for real redress
against the chemical companies which were the original providers of this material. Can the
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Minister say whether the Government has given consideration to taking legal action against
the chemnical companies which were the original suppliers?

Mr Grill: No.

Mr BLAMKE: If I were in the Minister's position I would have a State Government body
investigate the potential for legal action to be taken against the chemical companies which
supplied the original material. I do not believe that any company has the right literally to
poison the land with its product, which is what they have done. They have poisoned it
virtually out of production for possibly 30 or 60 years; we do not know how many years it
may be. If this were a thalidomide or Dalkon Shield case theme would ultimately be legal
action. Those matters were determyined in the courts in relation to those products that the
companies had manufactured unsafe and unstable products for use. I will not pass a legal
judgment or comment on that, but what I will do is defend the rights of the people I represent.
My great concern is for their welfare.

Mr Grill: Some Victorian farmers are taking action.

Mr BLAICKE: One Victorian fanner.

Mr Grill: There is only one, is there?

Mr BLAMKE: One group, I understand.

Mr Grill: That is what I said.

Mr BLAIKIE: That is being supported by the Victorian Farmers Federation and has the
support of the National Farmers Federation.

Mr Grill: That is a good test case.

Mr BLAMKE: I do niot think that it is good enough here. If the Minister were able to see at
first hand the concerns that people have for their properties, he would understand. They
know that they cannot sell their properties, or if they do sell them it is at a substantially
reduced price. There are serious consequences involved here. I will raise part of those
consequences with the Minister, and probably his predecessors, because I am not satisfied
that he or his predecessors did their job properly.

Mr Grill: Hang on; I am the person who banned heptachlor.

Mr BLAMKE: The Minister might have, but how long has he been in Government? For
seven years.
Mr Grill: No.

Mr Wilson: It was a Liberal Party Government that did it. I do not hold myself responsible
for that.

Mr Grill: I banned heptachlor not long after I became Minister.

Mr BLAMKE: Why was it not banned in 1982?

Mr Wilson: Because you were in Government in 1982.

Mr Grill: The member should ask his own people about that. He should not get into me,
because I banned it.

Mr BLAMKE: Iamn not satisfied with the performance of this Minister or his predecessors.
The second reason why I am not satisfied is the farmers who have finally found that their
milk has been tested and found contaminated with heptachlor that was used 19 years ago.
Why has it taken 17 years for the tests to come out? Why has it taken L7 years for it to be
finally determined that farmers' products are in violation? That is not good enough.

Mr Grill: The member for Vasse should ask his own people, because they were in power
then.

Mr BLAMKE: There has been a level of gross incompetence within the testing authorities.
Which testing authorities they are, I do not know, but I can assure the Minister and the
Chamber that I intend to pursue this matter to the nth degree to find out where and why.

Mr Grill: Good, I will support you.

Mr BLAIKIE: Our pesticide problem did not occur until it was picked up in America in May
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1987, as a flash Harry exercise. The problem has been identified as being with us in Western
Australia for the past 15 or 16 years. Where are the testing procedures? Why were they not
picked up earlier? Why were farmers not advised earlier? What was wrong with the
departments identifying these things earlier?

Mr Grill: Hold on. The member is asking all these questions. Violated samples were picked
up on a regular basis.

Mr BLAIKIE: What was done about that? Nothing! Not one thing has been done about this.

Mr Grill: Until I came along and banned it.

Mr BLAJXJE: The Minister only moved after it was banned in America in May 1987.
Mr Grill: That was a bit of a beat up, was it not?

Mr BLAHKIE: A lot of innocent people have suffered the ignominy of being branded
crim-inals for selling violated material. They are now starting to realise that all the testing
procedures were apparently a bit of hocus. Why were these problems not picked up earlier?
Was it the fact that the State Energy Commission was involved in a fairly substantial way? I
compliment departmental officers for the work they have endeavoured to do in the past
1.8 months, but the work of the real decision makers does not impress me. The problem was
known and I want to find out why it was not identified. If the Minister wants to groan, let
him say why a farmer whose property was sprayed for Argentine ants 19 years ago and
whose cattle have been using that property continuously for those 19 years during which time
the milk has been taken off the property was only told this year that it was in violation. It
does not ring true, and the farmers know it.

Mr Grill: You were in power in 1968.
Mr BLAIKIE: I do not agree with every decision made in 1968.
Mr Grill: You were in Government. Do not have a go at me. I am the innocent party here.

Mr BLAJIKE: I am not interested in which Government was there.

Mr Wilson: You were part of the Government. Why didn't you something about it?

Mr BLAIKIE: Because I was not aware of it from where I was in my position in the
Parliament, but I am now aware that the testing procedures should have been picked up. The
Tasmanians banned organochlorins some 10 or 12 years ago.
Mr Grill: You were in Government 10 or 12 years ago, and you didn't do that; you had to
leave it to me.

Mr BL.AIKE: The Minister did it the day after the American exercise.

Mr Grill: At least I did it.
Mr BLAIKIEF: The Tasmanians identified the problem, acted on it and cleaned it up, but
Western Australians now have a massive problem on their hands but are doing nothing. The
member for Murray-Wellington said last year that he thought an inquiry would serve an
important function. It certainly would, and one of the questions I would want to ask in that
inquiry is when was the department aware of the magnitude of the problem, and if the
department was aware of a significant problem only in May 1987, what was wrong with its
testing procedures in the 15 years prior to that time?

Mr Grill: I can tell you now that I am not going to carry out a witch hunt within the
Department of Agriculture. You can talk until you axe blue in the face; I am not going to do
it. You people want a witch hunt.

Mr Bradshaw: I have been asking the Minister for Health since 1983 what was going on with
regard to pesticide levels in carcases, and I have been told there was no problem.

Mr Grill: You can have your own witch hunt in the Health Department but I am riot going to
have one in my department because I have a great deal of faith in and regard for those
officers, who were simply doing their job.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister may have faith, but I am raising questions in the Chamber to
ensure this is placed on record.
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Mr Grill: What are you suggesting?
Mr BLAIKIE: That there is somewhere a level of incompetence.

Mr Grill: Where?
Mr BLAIXIE: In either the testing procedures or the reporting procedures. Farmers would
have changed their fanning practices if they had been made aware of the problem 15 years
ago, and the areas now in violation would have been significantly reduced. The farmers are
attempting to retrieve the situation because they are only now aware of the problem.

Mr Grill: If you start to run a witch hunt within the department, you will have departmental
officers who are not prepared to give proper advice, and you will knock morale in the
department for six.
Mr BLAIKIE: I have not indicated my desire for a witch hunt. The Minister is the only
person who has suggested that.

Mr Grill: That is what you are suggesting.
Mr BLAIKIE: It is not. I have suggested that -

Mr Grill: Yes you are.
Mr BLAIKIE: I will tell the Minister what I suggested. He should not put words in my
mouth. 1 suggested right from the word go that the people who sat in the Minister's position
did not take appropriate action when they should have taken it. That is not conducting a
witch hunt in the department because I expect that the departmental officers would have
given advice to the relevant Ministers, and my concern is that Ministers have not acted on
that advice.
Mr Grill: Do you have any evidence for that?

Mr BLAIKIE: I am not going to go back over the arguments I have used time and time
again.
Mr Grill: You are getting into deep water, and I would be very careful if I were you because
I will report this back to the department. You are being very irresponsible tonight.

Mr Greig: Mr Deputy Chairman, I draw your attention to the state of the Chamber.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Alexander): Before I act on this, I draw the member's
attention to Standing Order No 41. I have been studying the Standing Orders since you
called for quorum 15 minutes ago. You are within your rights to call a quorum after 15
minutes has elapsed. However, there is a footnote to Standing Order No 41 which reads as
follows -

Quorum need not be maintained in the House if the Speaker or Chairman is satisfied a
quorum is within the precincts of the House ...

I am satisfied that such a quorum exists within the precincts of the Chamber; therefore I will
not act on your call.
Mir BLAIKIE: The department has put out a series of briefs to inform farmers regarding the
management of properties with pesticide residue. I cannot speak too highly of the
counselling work of the departmental officers.
Mr Grill: That is a better change of tone.
h& BLAIKIE: It has never been a change of tone. I cannot speak too highly of the
counselling that the departmental officers have given, from the senior officer, Mike Bond, in
Bunbury, to all of the staff in the south west, including John Wise at Busselton, Kerry
Hawley at Manjimup, and the officers of the veterinary team - Roy Casey and Bob Baseley.
Their work has been exemplary. They have counselled farmers, and have virtually mothered
them to try to get them out of the problems they are facing. I acknowledge the work they
have done, but I am concerned that action should have been taken earlier. The testing and
reporting procedures now in place are a bit too late.

The second matter I want to refer to relates to land degradation. I am disappointed that the
Minister has not yet tabled the report from the Department of Agriculture or the report from
the Commissioner for Soil Conservation. It is now November, and these reports are usually
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tabled well and truly by this time for the previous financial year. Land degradation will be a
matter of great concern to people in Australia. A lot has been said about the greenhouse
effect. However, that will have an effect on the environment in the future. Land degradation
is with us now, and is a significant factor in the destruction of the fabric of not only
agriculture but also the vegetation and lifestyle that we in Western Australia enjoy. 1990 will
be soil conservation year. So important is this for all Western Australians that the
Government of the day must become positively involved in it. In that year, for the first time,
with a positive educational and promotional campaign, Australians might understand the
extent of the land degradation which is taking place across Australia. The land itself is the
most important resource people have to manage. We use land for the production of food,
fibre and timber, as well as minerals. We also cover the land with buildings and dispose of
most of our waste on the land, and we enjoy the quality of the landscape, but we continue to
treat the land like dirt. That attitude must change quite significantly.
There are many significant forms of land degradation, and although salinity is a substantial
phase of land degradation, it is certainly not the major one. Waterlogging of crops and
pastures leads to an increase in salinity and a significant decline in production. Some 22 000
square kilometres of crops and pastures are affected. Mnother 7 500 square kilometres are
affected by water erosion. Turning to wind erosion, the member for Gascoyne will remember,
cyclone Kerbie which wreaked havoc across the State. It also caused significant wind
erosion and various pants of the State went the same way.

In The Adelaide Advertiser in South Australia of 8 November this report appeared -

Raging winds yesterday caused a wild dust stonn on South Australia's west coast to
become so severe that it showed up on photographs taken by a weather satellite
orbiting some 36,000 kilometres above the equator.

The senior forecaster at the Adelaide Bureau of Meteorology, Mr Alan Baker, said
that in 10 years of reading satellite pictures it was the first time he had been able to
detect a dust stunm.

The article went on to say that that storm was estimated to have cost agriculture some
$7 million, and it blew tens of thousands of totnnes of topsoil out to sea.

Mnother form of land degradation is soil structure decline. This results from the lack of
properly developed fanning systems. If the machinery used for planting crops is not
adequate, or if it is not used in an appropriate manner, the soil structure will decline. Some
35 000 square kilometres are affected by this, and 85 000 square kilometres are affected by
soil compaction. Mnother 54 000 square kilometres are affected by water repellents and
solidification. Some 3 000 square kiiometres are affected by salinity.
It is also important to recognise the work of the soil conservation committees. Some 80 have
already been established in Western Australia, although they were introduced only in 1982.
In that period there has been a significant input ftom farmers, and the Minister would agree.
A number of people want to become involved in the rural areas; they understand the problem,
they understand they are part of the problem, and they understand the need to resolve the
problem and share in solving it. If they do not do anything about the degradation problem it
will become significantly worse. The soil conservation committees have been an outstanding
success.

I pay special tribute to the officers of the department who have given outstanding work and
leadership in this field. They have shown foresight in the work of Government. The
conservator, Dr Robertson, demonstrates the type of leadership and enthusiasm which is
typical. Many more of these-committees are coming on streamn.

Over 300 000 hectares of land are affected by salinity and that figure is increasing each year.
On a yearly basis that is costing the State about $42 million a year. Taken together with other
forms of land degradation the yearly figure runs into hundreds of millions of dollars. I have
spoken of salinity as it affects land, but where it affects water people are able to see the rural
problem in a graphic sense. It is estimated that the effect of water salinity in 1987 would
have cost the State about $55 million or $56 million. In order to explain why I believe
positive action should be taken, I shall expand on the question of salinity. If members read
the reports of the Water Authority of Western Australia and the Public Works Department
they will see a series of stream flow measurements have been taken over various stream in
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all parts of the State for the last 60 or 70 years. In the south west the work carried out in
measuring a number of streams has been quite significant.

Referring to the Blackwood River, in the late 1920s it was a potable river, and water was
used for irrigation purposes. During the final pan of my research for the comments I want to
make this evening I was speaking to Mr Harry Rudd, an orchardist formerly of Argyle.
When I asked him about the Blackwood River's suitability for irrigation he said it was not
good. He bought an irrigation plant in 1935 from a fellow who had been using it up until that
time. He could not use it any more because the river had turned saline, so he sold it. It must
be understood that that was a potable river up until about 1930, but in the last 50 years the
river has turned very significantly saline. When we look at the various tributaries that affect
that river it is interesting to see that where the rivers have not been cleared the water is still
potable, but in places where the rivers have been cleared, and in the water catchment areas,
the water has turned saline.

The Blackwood River basin is a catchment area of more than 20 000 square kilometres and
the Blackwood River is second only to the Fitzroy River in terms of significance in the State.
The average annual flow rating from the Blackwood River over the last 30 or 40 years would
fill the Mundaring Weir 16 times in one year, so it is a river of great significance. It is in a
significant catchment area and in a guaranteed rainfall area. I believe the time has come to
reverse the salinity process, and that the Blackwood River should be targeted for complete
rehabilitation over the next 150 to 200 years, in a similar form to what the Government has
commenced in the Denmark area where it is looking at complete rehabilitation of the
Denmark river. I do not suggest this will be an easy task but the Parliament must look at its
task objectively and on a long term basis because all the advice I have received from the
hydrographers and land managers indicates they are quite confident that, given time, they
could reverse the process and return that river to being a freshwater river and a very
important water source for the future growth and development of the southern part of the
State.

As well, the obligation we have to agriculture must be clearly understood so that people
farming within that catchment area will continue to farm and their importance as farmers will
continue to be recognised and supported; because as well as reversing the process of
degradation that has occurred within the Blackwood basin there is an important need to use
the best of research, and science, and plant breeders to develop deep rooted cropping plants
which will assist in lowering the water tables. That is the basic problem with salinity
encroachment: Land is cleared, water levels rise, and salinity appears. However, that is
probably oversimplifying the problem.

When looking at this reconstruction program I do not believe planting the entire Blackwood
River basin with trees is the total answer. Planting trees will solve part of the problem but we
must also consider extending the use of crops and looking for different types of crops - and I
refer again to the agroscientists. Thbis represents a big challenge and opportunity, and the
rewards at the end of the day for the people involved in such research, and for those involved
in agriculture, are very significant; ultimately the rewards for Australia will be even more
important. I believe those goals are achievable, and that they can be achieved within the time
frame I have suggested.

I will raise some other matters during debate on specific items, but one I will bring forward
now is the Aboriginal and Tonres Strait Islander Commission legislation which is currently
before the Federal Parliament and is also currently the subject of a review by the Senate.
That legislation has created a great deal of concern around Australia and I believe it will be a
significant concern to the people of Western Australia. Although it is Federal legislation the
application of it will have significant effects on land users across Australia and, of course, in
Western Australia.

Mr Grill: Are you going to relate this to agriculture?

Mr BLAIKIE: I certainly am. The Opposition's stand on and rejection of this legislation
because of the significant impact it will have on Western Australia is already on record. Only
in recent weeks the National Farmers Federation has contacted every State Minister for
Agriculture around Australia drawing to his attention the concern of people involved in
agriculture and the consequences to agriculture should that legislation be passed. It is part of
the record that this Government totally supported the ATSIC legislation. This State's
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Minister for Aboriginal Affairs is on record as committing this Stare Government to its
support, and he did so without fully understanding the ongoing consequences that would
apply to other land users. Two such land users are the mining industry and the agriculture
industry, and it is not too late for the Minister to say "B arleys, we want to stop."

Mr Grill: We have - haven't you read the paper? The Minister for Aborigial Affairs has
already put out a statement on that.

Mr BLAMKE: No, what he said was that he had some concern but people would be able to
talk it out. Hec did not say he opposed it; he never has. So this State has a major problem on
its hands.

Mr Grill: It doesn't look as though that legislation will go much further.

Mr BLAIKIE: It will go further.

Mr Grill: I don't think so.

Mr BLAMXE: The only reason the legislation could not go further would be if the Australian
Democrats opposed it. But I remind the Minister that his Government is supporting it. The
Labor Party supports it, but if the Minister wants to publicly indicate that he opposes it -

Mr Grill: I will tell you right now that I have some concerns about it.

Mr Macinnon: Does that mean you are opposing it?

Mr Grill: Yes, I am opposing part of it.

Mr BLAMKE: I think the Minister should oppose it in total. The ATSIC legislation, as we
said in December last year, does nothing more nor less than give the Aboriginal people the
opportunity of land rights - the opportunity for a land grab.

Mr Grill: But your party supported it.

Mr BLAMKE: The end users of land were going to be totally -

Mr Grill: Your people put the Bill through the House of Representatives.

Mr BLAMKE: If the Minister studies further what happened, he might be better informed,
because he is right off key with that comment.

I hope the Minister comes clean and indicates clearly and categorically that he not only
opposes the legislation but will even ask his colleagues in Canberra to withdraw it. If he does
not withdraw this legislation I challenge this Government to do so because, as I said to the
Minister last December, this legislation would be far worse than the land rights legislation the
Government intended to impose but withdrew. One important thing which has to be
understood about this legislation is that the only people who were consulted by the ALP were
Aborigines. At no stage did either the State or Federal Governments consult with other land
users. They did not consult farmers, local government or the mining industry; they had a
closed shop mind and closed shop ideas, and did not consult with any other people in the
industry. Now the chickens are coming home to roost. Now that the National Farmers
Federation has got on the tail of this, the Government is running scared. It is about time. As
far as I am concerned, if one is prepared to confess one's sins and say one was wrong, the
sooner one does so, the better. If the Government does not, this will become a major
electoral issue.

Mr SCHELL: I have a couple of points I wish to bring to the attention of the Minister.

Recently there has been an increase in export market demand for Western Australian
agricultural products such as grain, wool and meat. Combined with an economic need for
more intense agriculture in this State, it is obvious we must put a lot of importance on
research work. When I look at the items under Divisional Research and Services, there is a
.total of $15 787 000, which is an increase of 6.5 per cent over last year. I wonder whether
this is adequate for the increased needs of our State.

Mr Grill: That was the best I could do. I fought as hard as I could in the Budget
subcommnittee.

Mr SCHELL: I would like to hear some more thoughts about this from the Miniister.
Bearing in mind the increase in wool prices and the current growth in the wool industry of
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this State, sheep nutrition is very important. I think there is certainly a need for more
research in this area. We live in a Mediterranean-type climate, which means we have long
dry summers when the great number of our sheep are fed on dry grasses that are low in
protein. This cuts down on what we can produce in terms of meat and wool. In recent years
lupins have changed this situation to some extent but more research work is needed. I would
like to see research work in the department in the future reflect this. There is a need to aim
for maximum economic production from livestock, and a need to increase stocking rates
throughout the State and to maximise wool production. We have made some excellent gains
with wool production over the last 20 years, as the Minister is probably aware. Sheep
numbers have nearly doubled in that time but we have a long way to go.

This brings me to wheat, where the yield increases have not been anywhere near the same
level. It is obvious we can sell all the wheat, barley and lupins we can grow. Prices are good
but the cost of growing these grains is high so yield is very important. Therefore it is
important for us to increase those yields.

Mr Grill: Why do you think yields have not gone up dramatically?

Mr SCHELL: Yields have gone up a little in recent years. In my own area, yields have
increased perhaps a little more than in the rest of the State. We are looking at 15 per cent to
20 per cent while wool over the same period has nearly doubled. Our wheat yields are
among the lowest in the world. I know this has a lot to do with our climate but with research
I believe we could increase that dramatically. This is one of the areas into which the
department should put a lot of research.

Mr Grill: A researcher said to me recently that if we took our grain farmers from the
marginal areas and put them into the better areas close to the coast we would probably see
our wheat yield increase dramatically. Do you think there is anything in that?

Mr SCH4ELL: Yes, there is probably something in it, but if we were to remove the
wheatgrowers from those marginal areas, we would lose a high percentage of the high protein
wheat grown in this State.

Mr& Grill: I'm not talking about not cropping those areas. It is just a reflection on the
competence and vigour of some farmers in the more marginal areas.
Mr SCHELL: Obviously that research could bear fruit and needs to be looked at. We have
to look at all sorts of angles, not only at producing new varieties but at the competence and
ability of farmers to grow wheat. This year the wheat areas of this State are down 22 per cent
from the 1986-87 figure, which is about 1 million hectares. That means that we cannot meet
all our market requirements and there is a possibility that some of our traditional markets may
go to other countries. That is a worrying fact and points to the subject on which I have
touched.

Those two examples need more research in order to increase yields and high production in
this State. I await the Minister's reply.
Mr FRED TUBBY: In respect of the Canning Vale markets, I realise the West Perth markets
have definitely outgrown their usefulness and there is a need to create another site. I think
the Canning Vale site is excellent. It is out my way which means that all the hills' orchardists
do not have as far to go with their fruit. However there is a major problem in respect of
access to these new markets. I realise that South Street is being widened very rapidly and I
am sure that it will be completed in time for the markets. However, produce from the
northern suburbs and also the fruit coming down from Camarvon and further north will
probably have to come down the freeway and then onto South Swreet. Has the Minister
liaised with the Minister for Transport to try to get the Roe Highway extended?

Mr Grill: Yes, I have written to him. I must say that his reply was not very satisfactory, so!I
will have to take it up with him again.

Mr FRED TUBBY: That would be great. I am sure there will be a problem out there.
Ranford Road is being upgraded gradually, but it will be a real bottleneck if Roe Highway is
not extended in the near future.

Mr Grill: There is a bit more emphasis put on some of the other roads, like the northern
perimeter roads. I agree we should endeavour to get the freeway through as soon as we can.
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Mr FRED TUBBY: Yes. That would mean that for growers from the northern suburbs it
may be as quick to go down the Tonkin Highway. Rents in the area are $25.60 per square
metre, and $58 upwards per square metre at the Perth markets. On top of that, State
Government land tax will be paid. Considerable relocation expenses will be incurred,
particularly those relating to refrigeration. Due to these extra costs, commissions will
probably rise considerably on the products which move through the markcets. Currently, less
than 40 per cent of the produce sold in retail stores throughout the State actually move
through the West Perth markets. Taking this into consideration, does the Minister think that
the percentage of produce moving through the markets will decrease significantly? A rumour
amongst orchardists at the moment is that the industry may be regulated because of the
decreasing use of the markets. Can the Minister indicate whether he is considering any
regulation to force people to use the markets and prevent sales directly from the prower to the
large retailers? If the Minister can give me a definite no on that question, this will allay a few
fears because many orchardists do not use the markets; they sell directly to the large chain
stores. The orchardists' profit margin would be reduced if they were forced to put produce
through the markets. If this occurred some orchardists may go to the wall. I would
appreciate the Minister's assurance on this point.
I refer now to fruit pickers in my area. The Minister will be aware that last year strawberry
pickers walked off the paddocks when the taxation people moved in. It is likely that the same
situation will occur in the fruit growing area in the hills this year. The returns on fruit
picking are not significant as it is a seasonal occupation. It is not only a seasonal situation
but also one which moves from day to day. One week 10 pickers may be needed and the next
week none at all as the requirements fluctuate. I appreciate the view of the Taxation
Department that if people work they should pay tax. However, the growers are in a bind
because they cannot get pickers as a result of Taxation Department officers' turning up at the
orchard. Can the Minister take any action to improve the situation and ease the problems of
the grower?

Mr Grill: This is a hard one.

Mr FRED TUBBY: It is a terrible dilemma.

Mr Grill: 1 can understand the growers' concern but what do we do? Do we tell the
commissioner not to do his job?
Mr FRED TUBBY: I do not know the answer. I hope that someone who is wiser than I, and
who has been in this place longer than 1, can come up with a solution. I accept that people
who work should pay tax, but the growers cannot get their fruit picked unless they can
employ taxation dodgers to do the job.
Mr Grill: It has been suggested to me that people with a second job should not have to pay
tax at as high a rate as applies to the first job. If one thinks about that, it has terrible
ramifications.
Mr FRED TUBBY: It has. Another problem for people who are on welfare or are
unemployed is that if they take on a job for a day or two, they have to declare that income,
and go through the process of form-tilling to get back on welfare when their services are no
longer required. I do not know the answer. I hope that the Minister can enlighten me in this
area.

Members will be aware of the hills orchard improvement group which was started up four
years ago. The group has received tremendous cooperation from the Department of
Agriculture, and I compliment the department for that. The group has organised the
Karragullen field day, which is becoming the Dowerin of the fruit growing industry. People
travel from all over the south west to attend the field day and the event is growing every year.
In September the group organised a trip overseas to look at the apple growing industry
throughout the United Stares of America and Canada. The trip was tremendous. At a recent
film night more than 100 growers were able to look at that industry and have it explained to
them by the people who went on the trip. I have been asked by the group to mention tonight
that the agricultural people in the field at the moment are excellent. These people usually
become quite expert after a couple of years but after they become experienced and build up a
good rapport with the growers, they are promoted out of the field into an office. This also
occurs in the education area. I am not sure what the answer is here, but we should encourage
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people to stay within their field of expertise and not aspire to flying behind desks. The
industry needs that expertise.

Mr BR.ADSHAW: I support the comments of the member for Vasse regarding pesticide
residue. On 23 November 1983 1 asked the Minister for Agriculture a question which reads,
in pant, as follows -

(2) Are slaughtered livestock for human consumption tested for drug residues?
(3) If so, what have been the results in the last three years?

The answer I received to that part of the question was as follows -

(2) The Commonwealth Department of Primary Industry regularly tests meat
products for drug residues.

(3) Testing in the last three years has shown no reason for concern.

On 8 July 1986 I asked the Minister for Health the following question -

(1) How often are samples of beef, pork and poultry taken to check for chemical
residues?

(2) How often are chemical residues detected in these samples?
The answer I received reads -

(1) There are a number of monitoring programmes which examine beef, pork and
poultry for chemical residues. These include the National Residue Survey, the
Market Basket Survey, weekly sampling by Departmental officers and specific
ad-hoc surveys. Samples are taken regularly.

(2) This depends upon the limit of detection of the method of analysis. If the
Member is referr ing to the Maximum Residue Limits, then I can advise very
few, if any, exceed these limits.

On 23 July 1986, before anything happened in America, I asked -

(1) What pesticides are tested for in beef, pork, poultry carcases and eggs?

(2) Have any quantities of pesticides of significance been detected in any of the
above products?

(3) If "Yes" to (2). which pesticides and which products?

The Minister replied -

There are two major surveys which examine pesticide residue in foods: The
National Health and Medical Research Council Market Basket Survey and the
National Residue Survey. The National Residue Survey is co-ordinated by
Commonwealth and State Departments of Agriculture and the Minister for
Agriculture should be contacted to answer those questions in relation to that
National Residue Survey.
The following response therefore applies to the Market Basket Survey -

(L) Beet, pork, poultry and eggs are all examined for residues or
organochiorine and organophosphorus pesticides in the Market
Basket Survey.

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

As the member for Vasse indicated, the Department of Agriculture should investigate the
matter to find out why no significant detections were made when those questions were asked.
It was only after detections in America picked up contamination that the department banned
the use of heptachlor and, after looking further, found large numbers of contaminated cattle.

Mr GRILL: The member for Vasse did not throw up any questions in his fairly long
dissertation on two subjects, one in respect of pesticides and the other in relation to land
degradation. I agree with many of the things he said and do not agree with a few other things
he said. I think I made that clear by interjection. I do not think I can go much further than
that.
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Mr Blaikie: What about the ATSIC legislation?

Mr GRILL: I interjected and indicated that the Government has considerable doubts about
that legislation. Those doubts have been conveyed to the Federal Government through the
Premier.

The member for Mt Marshall queried the general funding increase of 6.5 per cent for the
Department of Agriculture which was pretty much in line with the expected inflation rate.
That is the best I could do.

Mr Schell: I said it was not enough, but I wanted to hear your thoughts on it.

Mr GRILL: The department would have liked to have got more on the capital works side
because it is keen to get the decentralisation program going further down the track. However,
by and large, the department was not unhappy with the increase of something between six per
cent and seven per cent. It was in line with the inflation rate and the department felt it could
adequately carry on research, extension and registration programs with that sort of funding. I
did not receive any complaints from the department although we would have liked more
funds for some areas.
The member also raised queries in relation to yields in grain. I agree with him. There
probably needs to be some more probing as to why yields of grain and especially wheat have
not increased dramatically in Western Australia over the last decade or two. I cannot give
him an answer, but a fair bit of work is going on into that matter and I hope we will have
some answers in due course. A couple of obvious answers are firstly, we tended to move into
more marginal country with wheat in the last couple of decades; secondly, the average
rainfall in Western Australia has dropped in the last three decades by 20 per cent; and thirdly,
there is truth in the fact that, in the better growing areas, the Canners have tended to be fairly
conservative. If they really wanted to, they could increase their yields fairly dramatically,
given present technology. Growers in more marginal areas tend to be less conservative and,
generally speaking, are probably a bit more competent.

The member for Darling Range raised questions relating to access to the Canning Vale
markets. I share his concerns. I will take up the matter of access to the markets, especially
by the freeway, with the Minister for Transport again. Rents and charges at the markets have
been kept to a minimum. They are the lowest in a capital city market anywhere in Australia.
The rents only reflect the cost of servicing the capital expended to build the markets; in other
words, they represent only a repayment of interest for at least 10 years and I do not think we
can do much better than that.
Mr Bradshaw: The restaurant has gone up from about $15 000 to about $70 000 or $80 000.
Mr GRILL: I think that has been redesigned to come back to more manageable figures.
Special negotiations have been going on in relation to that. I do not know how we can screw
them down tighter. I have spoken to the financial committee overseeing the project and
personally gone through the figures with it and told it that it should be a bit more adventurous
and endeavour to screw down the rents. It knocked about $ 10 off. I do not know how much
further it can go.
Mr Fred Tubby: Is it about $58 now?

Mr GRILL: Yes, it was closer to $70.
Mr Blaikie: Are you going to charge them land tax?

Mr GRILL: They are liable to pay land tax but I was able to make special representations -

Wr Bradshaw: Don't the owners pay the land tax? Do tenants pay land tax on rented
property?
Mr GRILL: There has been an opinion on this matter from the Crown Solicitor in the last six
to nine months which indicates that all lessees of land belonging to the Government are liable
to pay land tax.
Mr Blaikie: Only if the Government decides, surely.

Mr GRILL: No, whether the Government decides or not.

Mr Bradshaw: Did the Government ask for that opinion or did the Crown Solicitor just give
it?
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Mr GRILL: I think the Commissioner of Stamp Duties asked for an opinion from the Crown
Solicitor. I also know that tenants of land at the Fremantle fishing boat harbour are also
liable to pay land tax going back to the early 1970s. They were hit with accounts for back
land taxes. I was able to convince the Treasurer and the Minister for Budget Management
not to apply the tax retrospectively. I was supported by my colleague, the Deputy Premier.
Although they have to be paid and the accounts are going out to the tenants, the Government
has decided thae it will pay these accounts for them. They have been taken care of.
Mr Bradshaw: Does the land tax work on the same basis for people with other blocks of
land?

Mr GRILL: Yes.

Mr Bradshaw: It could work out to be quite a lot.

Mr GRILL: Some people had accounts for back land tax of between $80 000 and $90 000. It
is no more onerous than other land tax. I think it was onerous that they were hit for the back
tax. Although they are being charged for it - the bills will be sent out - it is being paid by the
Government.

I reassure the member for Dale that the Government will not regulate to make it obligatory
for fruit growers to sell through the central market. By way of interjection I have given an
answer in respect of the fruit pickers. The member for Dale asked for my view on the
promotion of officers from certain areas who had reached a level of competence. I
understand his view and I will make them known to the director general. We have received
similar complaints, not only in the area of horticulture, but also in a range of other areas. It is
very hard to hold back people.

The member for Murray-Wellington referred to questions on drug, ch~emical and pesticide
residue. I did not fully understand the question he was putting to me.

Mr Bradshaw: I was trying to say that the member for Vasse had indicated that there should
have been an inquiry. I pointed out that there were problems, but everyone kept telling me
that there were no problems. Perhaps there should have been an. investigation to ascertain
why the residue had not shown up previously.

Mr GRILL: It was showing up in beef. The questions asked by the member did nut deal
with the same subject. The question asked in 1983 dealt with drug residue, the first question
asked in 1986 dealt with chemical residue and the second question asked in 1986 dealt with
pesticide residue.

Mr Bradshaw: I think you will find that chemical and pesticide residue are much the same.

Mr GRILL: They are not. There can be all sorts of chemical residue which are not
pesticides.
Mr Bradshaw: Pesticide is a chemical.

Mr GRILL: That is right, but nut all chemicals are pesticides.

Mr Blaikie: You might be arguing a point of law, but you are dealing with a chemist.

Mr GRILL: I am. on pretty strong ground. The member was also dealing with different types
of food. As far as beef is concerned residues were being picked up regularly.
Mr Blaikie: Where?

Mr GRILL: In Australia.

Mr Blaikie: In Western Australia? How often?

Mir GRILL: Regularly.

Mr Blaikie: Were the people being notified?
Mr GRILL: I do not think it was ever thought it was a great problem.

Mr Blaikie: Thank you for saying that because every farmer affected by pesticides will be
interested in what you said.

Mr GRILL: I strongly believe that the whole issue of pesticide residue in beef was a gigantic
beat up by the Americans and it had more to do with trde than it did with health.
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Item 2: Corporate Services -

Mr BLALKIE: The estimated expenditure is $8 million. While the general funding of the
department has increased by seven per cent for the total year, the increase in this section is in
excess of seven per cent. I ask the Minister what is the central administration area, bearing in
mind that the department has gone through a significant program of regionalisation and
decentralisation with all the areas of the State being operated on a fairly systematic regional
basis. I would Like the Minister to give a full explanation.

Mr GRILL: I am afraid I cannot give an answer, but I will check it out and provide the
member with the information. The increase is certainly in excess of the general 6.5 per cent.
Mr Blaikie: It is about 14 per cent.

Mr GRILL: I am sorry I cannot provide the member with an answer.

Mr Blaikie: Would that be your office?

Mr GRILL: It is hardly my office. I will advise the member in due course.

Item 4: Animal Production -

Mr BLAIKIE: The expenditure for this item has decreased in the order of 20 per cent this
financial year. This item is dear to my heart as, no doubt, it is to a number of country
members. I ask the Minister whether the department expects to receive funds from other
sources.

Mr GRILL: Once again I will have to take advice on that matter and advise the member
accordingly.

Item 5: Horticulture -

Mr BLAJKIE: Again, I would appreciate it if the Minister could let me know tomonrow or as
soon as possible to what the increase in this item carn be attributed.

Item 11: Assistance to Agriculture -

Mr BL.AIKIE: Can the Minister provide in general terms any information with respect to this
item?

Mr GRILL: A range of areas vary from year to year and some depend on seasonal factors.
This is a catch-all type of area. My notes are not adequate to give any further details. I
undertake to provide the member with the information tomorrow.

Mr BLAIKIE: The estimate for this item is $1.2 million. If it is used as I suspect it is, it is a
very important part of the department's functions. It is most important that sectors of the
agricultural industry receive the assistance they need from time to time.

in particular, I pay tribute to the work of the Royal Agricultural Society of WA (Inc). I
imagine that the Minister would be able to make contributions to agricultural societies under
this item. I am a keen fan of agricultural societies. They have a very important role to play
in the interface between urban and country people. The Royal Agricultural Society will need
to be mindful of its obligation to promote agriculture. The Royal Agricultural Society was
founded in 1831 and its history makes it a very significant and traditional organisation in the
State. I hope that the current members and the commnittee of the society will take it on a path
that will ensure that the interface between urban and rural people is shown up in the policies
it formulates for the future.

Over the last two or three years there has been some criticism - not without same foundation -
that the Royal Agricultural Society provides an extensive fair catering only to city people.
That may be so, but it also emphasises the importance of agriculture with the different
displays, the presentation of stock and the grand parade. Such attractions need to be
expanded. Members may not have had the opportunity of seeing the great agricultural shows
of the world. I have attended the Sydney Royal Easter Show. It is a magnificent show for
both agricultural promotion and the entertainment of the urban people who attend. The Royal
Agricultural Society of WA has the opportnmity to emulate that success.

Changes ought to take place in three or four areas in which the Government has the
opportunity to make a contribution in financial terms and in terms of general assistance.
First, there should be an incentive scheme to improve agricultural showgrounds throughout
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the State on the basis of $1 for every $2 raised by local communities. There are
approximately 50 agricultural societies throughout the State. They use the showground
facilities for one or two days each year. Those facilities are used by the communities for the
rest of the year. Governments can assist by providing money for facilities for agricultural
shows. In that way Governments assist agricultural societies to become very important
extensions of the community.

Another suggestion worthy of consideration is that agricultural high schools should become
far more involved in community activities and in the promotion of their skills at agricultural
shows. Agricultural high schools could represent their districts and make a significant
contribution to all agricultural shows.

I was appalled to hear that neither the Egg Marketing Board nor CSBP & Farmers Ltd were
represented at this year's Royal Show. Both organisations are nural based. The Egg
Marketing Board may virtually thumb its nose at competition. CSBP is a company with a
gross take from agricultural industries of hundreds of millions of dollars. Companies such as
CSBP are farmer-based. I have spoken to some of the farmer directors of the company
expressing my view that it has an obligation to be represented at the show. If the directors
believe that the Royal Agricultural Society is not moving in the direction they want, they
have the opportunity to help to change that direction. Representation at the Royal Show
becomes quite important for a number of reasons. First, CSBP is a very important part of the
rural community. Secondly, it literally employs hundreds of people throughout the State.
T'hirdly, it has a gross earning capacity from agricultural Western Australia of hundreds of
millions of dollars. The fourth point is that its presence at the show gives people an
opportunity to see its activities and it provides employment within a company with strong
rural business activity. I cannot recommend too highly the need to encourage companies
such as that to be involved. In the future people will become agroscientists and will become
involved in other scientific fields. With the Egg Board no longer taking part, other
companies may be tempted to pull out. The Government should encourage this company to
be involved next year, and I hope the Minister will take this up because he has a
responsibility to agriculture generally.

Division 48 put and passed.

Division 49: Agriculture Protection Board, $12 873 000 -

Mr BLAMKE: In view of the publicity with regard to the use of heptachlor to eradicate
Argentine ants, what action is the Government taking to use alternative products to rid the
State of this pest? In a general sense I commend the work of the APE. Other States have
infestations of weeds and pests but this State is served well in that area by dedicated people in
the APB. It is important to maintain that vigilance. It is costly but the ongoing benefit is to
agriculture and the people in agriculture fund those activities fairly well. In future there will
be a change in the attitudes towards and the selection of certain chemicals. Many of the
measures adopted by the board in the past will no longer be satisfactory. We live in a
changing world and the operations of the APB will have to be changed.

Mr GRILL: The member for Vasse has asked a very good question, to which I do not have
the answer. In fact, the recent decision by the EPA to recommend the banning of the use of
heptachlor to eradicate Argentine ants places the Agriculture Protection Board in a parlous
situation. At present no other chemicals are effective in eradicating and controlling
Argentine ants. It may be that we shall have to withdraw from the eradication program, and I
am awaiting advice in that respect.
Mlr Bradshaw: And put up with the ants?

Mr GRILL: We shall do what is done in every other State, we shall not have an eradication
program. That is unfortunate. My view is different from that of other people with regard to
the use of heptachlor. I think very largely that it is a giant beat up.

Mr Greig: Do other States have the Argentine ant program?

Mr GRILL: Not to the extent that Western Australia has in the past. Our conditions are more
amenable to Argentine ants and our problem is greater. I do not share some of the views put
forward by the EPA. Of course, there are environmental problems associated with the use of
heptachlor and certainly I go along with the rest of my colleagues in Cabinet with regard to
the decision to adopt the recommendation from the EPA. However, I suspect we
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shall regret it in due course because there are no chemicals which can be effectively used for
the eradication of Argentine ants. Our society will have to make some hard decisions in the
future. I am awaiting advice from the APE on that mailer and perhaps the best we can do is
undertake a research program to ascertain which are the best chemicals to use for an
eradication program.
Mr Blaikie: I would be quite satisfied if you were prepared to undertake a research program.
I am quite satisfied that under an extensive research program alternatives could be found.

Mr GRILL: There is a question mark about that eradication. The only other chemical at the
moment which appears to be effective is chiorpyrifos, which is much more toxic that
heptachlor. I imagine the people who objected to heptachlor being sprayed on their
properties will be even more upset if chiorpyrifos is used. It is not as enduring as heptachlor.
If people expect an eradication program to be undertaken, we have a problem. I would be the
last person to want to send officers of the APB on a fool's errand, which would be the case if
they were asked to use chemicals which are not effective; people would say that the officers
were spending a lot of money and maldng many applications which were not effective and
they would be criticised. People may have to settle for a situation in which there is no
ongoing eradication program and they may have to eradicate pests of this nature on their own
properties with the recommended chemicals.
Mr Blaikie: You still have an opportunity for an extended research program.

Mr GRILL: Yes, we shall certainly undertake a research program.

Mr CASH: I am glad the member for Vasse has raised the problem of Argentine ants and I
am interested to hear the Minister's reply. Part of the suburb of Coolbinia is currently
infested with Argentine ants. A public meeting was held six or eight months ago, at which
time it was decided that heptachlor would not be sprayed in the area. I understand the
Minister called for a report on the problems associated with the use of heptachlor. The APR
sent a letter to people in the Coolbinia area explaining the situation and recently a number of
residents asked me when the report will be finished and what action the Government will
take. The infestation is still present, and in some areas it is very severe. The ants are
infesting houses. I do not know whether the Minister is aware of the problems with
infestation but it is a serious matter for the residents. I wonder, when the Minister says that it
appears that we have a problem, whether that indicates that there is not much hope. I am not
sure that the residents in that area will accept that answer. I do not know whether they can.
take action to spray, or take some other action to get rid of ants on individual properties, but
those residents are certainly now looking for advice from the department.

Mr Grill: Ihave no doubt about that. The member needs to be a little careful, because
putting it rather kindly, I think he was responsible for fanning some of the flames of
discontent about heptachlor.
Mr CASH: Do not put it nicely, put it the way it was, because the fact is that I was not. I
attended a public meeting at which the residents asked either one of the APB officers who
was in attendance or an EPA officer who was there that no action be taken pending a report,
which was to be prepared by the APB or the EPA. On completion of that report there was to
be another meeting so that the residents were advised of the situation. Some residents of that
area will accept heptachlor and some will not.

Mr Grill: Heptachlor is banned now.

Mr CASH: I should have said that at the time of the public meeting some of the residents
were prepared to accept it and others were not. At the meeting they carried a resolution that
it not be applied to the general area.

Mr Grill: We have a situation right now that whatever one says about chemicals there are
some residents or groups of residents who will simply say that whatever is used they will not
let people come onto their land, which makes it almost impossible to carry out any sort of
eradication program.

Mr CASH: I was going to suggest to the Miister that we advise the residents of the current
state of play and also make recommendations to them on the action that they can take as
individuals because it now seems to me that we will have to treat things on an individual
basis.
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Mr Grill: I chink it will come back to that.

Mr CASH: Thie APB, or maybe the EPA officer who attended the meeting advised that other
chemicals are available.

Mr Grill: Chiorpyrifos is the main chemical, but the trouble is that it is more toxic, although
it does not have the long lasting effect of heptachlor. I do not think it has the suggestion over
it of possible carcinogenic effects but in terms of its initial toxicity it is more toxic than
heptachlor but does not last as long.

Mr CASH: We will have to put that proposition to the residents, but they have to be given
the opportunity of treating their properties individually. The infestation in the Coolbinia area
is severe and they are looking for an answer right now. In fact, I am glad that the matter has
been raised because at least it will enable me to report the latest situation. I urge the Minister
to suggest to the department that a letter drop be made in the area so that people understand
where we are up to and that some constructive suggestions be made to them so that
individuals can take whatever action they believe to be appropriate. Some people will not use
chemicals and some, I might say, use old wives' methods of dealing with the problem. If that
is the way they want to deal with it that is fine, and in the end they will have to work out
which is the best method for them. That is current and the report, as the Minister knows,
camne about from the public meeting this year.

Mr Grill: If the member for Mt Lawley follows that up with a letter that would help.

Mr CASH: Yes. That would let them know where we are at the moment. We have a
problem and have now established how big that problem is.

Division 49 put and passed.
Division 50: Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation of Western Australia,
$2415000-
Mr BLAIKIE: There are a couple of matters I will raise. The first relates to a decision made
by the Government three years ago following an inquiry by the Legislative Council into the
wine and grape industry. One of the recommendations that came out of the inquiry was to
offer a scheme of assistance to the grape industry. That was done and has applied to the
Swan Valley area only. A number of grape growers have taken advantage of loans at
extremely favoutrable rates of interest. That scheme is apparently relished by the
grapegrowers who have those loans. It is about time that the Minister started looking at other
areas of the State so that the scheme that currently applies to Swan Valley vignerons can be
extended to other areas of the State such as the Margaret River and Frankland under similar
terms and for similar reasons.
The second mailer is the one I raised earlier in relation to pesticides and the current level of
assistance the Government is giving agricultural industries. I have already indicated that
while I commend the officers for the diligence in looking after farmers who have been
affected, some of the measures that the Government has offered should be far more
reasonable than they are currently. There is a testing program for farmers whose livestock is
affected and I understand that that program will cease early in 1990. That is certainly at some
cost to the department.
The other matter in which the Rural Adjustment and Financial Corporation becomes involved
relates to loans UP to $50 000 at reduced rates of interest. They are available over a period of
three years only. When that is taken into account, if a person actually qualifies for a loan,
when one looks at the reduced rate of involvement one sees that the level of assistance is, at
its maximum, probably $11 000 or $12 000. What has to be understood by the Goverment
is that many people involved in this pesticide problem have had to change their fanning
operations significantly. People whose properties were previously affected to 60 per cent or
80 per cent by pesticides and who were running cattle have changed to sheep. The people
who have changed to sheep have ten had to change their operation and build new fences and
sheds at fairly significant expense.

That takes care of those people, but there are other people whose whole property is affected.
They virtually cannot move. They cannot sell their property so they have to be identified to
the department. They will certainly sell them at a discounted rate. These people find it very
difficult to move out and buy alternative properties because this maximum amount of

4992



[Thursday, 10 November 1988] 49

$50 000 is simply not enough. I ask the Minister to reply to those two points and to see what
assistance he can give to the viticultural industry and to those people affected by pesticides.
Mr GRILL: The first question related to the Swan Valley vignerons' program and to
extending it to other parts of the State. That program was put in place before I became
Minister and was implemented because of the special conditions applying in the Swan
Valley. We have decided since that time that in relation to access to special loans for water
supplies, for example, they should be extended to all horticulturists in this State. A large pan
of the help given in the Swan Valley related to water supply, so to some extent help has been
extended to vignerons in other parts of the State. I suppose we could give consideration to
extending the scheme further, and I undertake to do that.

The other point relates to the package of measures put in place to help alleviate the problems
faced by farmers in respect of pesticide contamination on their properties. I have indicated
that I will review that program after six months, and I intend to do that. I will rake into
account in that review the mailers raised by the member for Vasse.

Division 50 put and passed.
Division 5 1: Western Australian Meat Commission,$l1000 000 -

Mr BLAIKIE: I have already asked a series of questions, and have received answers, relating
to the appointment of Laurie Connell as Chairman of the Western Australian Meat
Commission. There was a great deal of antagonism from the meat industry at the time of that
appointment. The subsequent events are now history, and I sincerely hope that Mr Connell
was able to make a contribution to the meat industry during the short time he was on the
commission. I trust that in respect of future appointments. Ministers will have regard to the
attitudes and feelings of growers, because regardless of the qualities which the Minister
perceived Mr Connell as having, the people in the industry need to have some rapport with
whoever is appointed. The Minister has said he is having consultations with the industry in
respect of the next person to be appointed as chairman. The next matter I want to raise
relates to the Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation, and concerns some farmers by
the name of Handscombe -

Mr Grill: That does not come under this Division.

Mr BLAIKIE: What does it come under?

Mr GRILL: I do not think it comes under anything. The Western Australian Meat Marketing
Corporation is like the Egg Marketing Board: It reports directly to Parliament.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Western Australian Meat Commission is concerned with the operation of
abattoirs.

Mr Grill: Basically Robb Jetty and the salcyards in Midland.

Mr BLAIKIE: I wanted to refer to the Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation and
the Lamb Board. The Handscombes at Quairading had 1 100 lambs slaughtered then
purchased by the Lamb Board. The Handscombes did not advise the Lamb Board in time for
the final redistribution of payment, so they were not paid. I found that to be a pretty poor
show.

Mr Grill: I suggest you direct a question to me on that mailer.

Division 5t put and passed.

Division 52: South West Development Authority, $3 393 000 -

Mr BRADSHAW: The estimate for the South West Development Authority has increased by
50 per cent from $2 259 927 to $3 393 000. which in anyone's terms is a massive increase.
We believe there should be a development authority in the south west - there is no problem
about that - but we are concerned about the amount of money being spent, and are not
convinced that we will receive value for money in that regard. I want to mention a project in
Bunbury to build a shopping centre and office block, which related to Lots I to 3 of the
Bunbury central business district. The Government called tenders, and I must admit I was
surprised when Peter Tilli was chosen to take on that project, because he has received adverse
publicity in the newspapers, to the effect that he owed money to the Teachers Credit Society
which he was unable to pay. It did not take long before Elders - who were
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supposedly fled up with the project, which also surprised me - withdrew from it. Mercantile
Credits eventually took over from Elders as the financier of the project. The project got to
the stage where they had gone a fair way towards the construction of the shopping centre, and
Mercantile Credits decided it was not a goer to build the office block. I do not know whether
that was a ploy to get the contract, where a contractor says it will do so much, gets pant of the
way, and then says, "We cannot finish it." The Minister decided to take the deal from Timli
and it was passed over to Merijield Cooksey Group Pty Ltd. The Managing Director of the
South West Development Authority, Vince Paparo, said in the South Western Times that it
was unfortunate that Tilli had been chosen for the project, and that it was a committee
decision. That incensed Paul Vukelic, who is a prominent businessman in Bunbwiy, and he
came out publicly and stated that was not the case and that the committee put together by the
Government had actually voted for the Merifield Cooksey group in the first place. That was
subsequently denied by the Minister for The South West. I find it difficult to find out who is
lying. We have, on the one hand, Paul Vukelic, backed up by Rob McCormack, who was
also on the committee. We have, on the other hand, the Minister for The South West, Vince
Paparo, and John Rasile.
I am not saying who is fight and who is wrong, but I know Paul Vukelic, and I find it hard to
believe he would tell lies because he is an honest person with a tremendous reputation in the
south west. I ask the Minister whether any minutes were taken to indicate the voting where
he said he cast the vote to decide the Tifii group should carry out that project. It seems
strange to me that prominent people like Paul Vukelic should say publicly that they did not
choose the Tilli group; in fact they chose the Merifield Cooksey group. It was the choice of
Tilli which led to a lot of unpleasantness, and many subcontractors working on the project
have not been paid hundreds of thousands of dollars due to them. They believed the project
was sound because of the Government involvement. To their dismay they discovered that
was not the case and they have been left holding the baby.

One of the distasteful things about the South West Development Authority is that it tends to
be political. The Withers Household Post was produced. It is like many of these community
newspapers which appear at places like Boyanup, Dardanup, and so on. Recently the South
West Development Authority gave $300, with which I have no problems, but I object to the
article which says that the editorial staff wished to extend their thanks to the South West
Development Authority for donating the sum of $300 to ensure the continuation of this
conmmity newspaper. It continued by saying that Mr David Smith MLA had donated the
sum to support the financial future of the paper. Did the member for Mfitchell donate $300 as
well as the South West Development Authority?

Mr D.L. Smnith: Yes.

Mr BRADSHAW: I take back what I was saying, because I was under the impression that
only the South West Development Authority donated and the member got the credit for it. I
see a lot of value in these newspapers, and in general they are fairly well received.
I recently received a newsletter, which described the planning for the future of the Peel
region. Our party has decided that the South West Development Authority should not
include the Peel region. This newsletter stated that the area to be studied was the area we
have carved off, believing it should have its own development authority. That area includes
the Mandurah, the Murray and the Boddington Shires. That is in line with our policy of
treating that area as its own region. It lends itself to being a Unit on its own with no real
attachment to the south west. Living in Harvey, I am virtually on the border, and I find
people from the Harvey Shire south tend to mix together. The South West Football League
goes up as far as Harvey, and the Murray District Football League goes from Harvey north.
They are two separate regions. I have always been amazed that the Government has lumped
those into one development authority.

Mr Read: If it were broken down into too many authorities theme would be a plethora of
them.

Mdr BRADSHAW: We believe it is its own unique area and should be developed as such.
We were criticised because it would mean more money. The Government then astonishingly
doubled the staff at the Mandurah office of the authority.

Mr Read: They have been so successful in developing Mandurah and the Murray region.
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Mr BRADSHAW: The member must be joking! I have not seen much.

Mr Grill: The shire council is very happy.

Mr BRADSHAW: I like to give credit where credit is due.

Mr Read: You are saying that this group is not working hard enough?

Mr BRADSHAW: I cannot speak for the other people, but I have spoken to the shire
councils at Wiluna and Mandurah and they like the idea of the South West Development
Authority.

Mr Read: A word of advice for your candidate there - he came out in a Press release kicking
the South West Development Authority.

Mr BRADSHRAW: Which candidate?

Mr Read: The candidate for Murray-Wellington. I think he would be wise not to kick heads.

Mr BRADSHAW: I am surprised he said anything against the South West Development
Authority. He may have had a reason for it. I am concerned that the South West
Development Authority will eventually consume the shires.

Mr Read: The shires themselves understand it; they are very happy.

Mr BRADSHAW: Because they are receiving money here and there.

Mr Read: Not only money; they are getting assistance too.

M BRADSHAW: One can sometimes be sucked in. They hand out a few lles here and
there. Everybody likes to get more money or more assistance.
Mr Read: You are saying they are fools, are you?

Mr BRADSHAW: Not at all. During the Whitlamn era they decided they wanted to get
regionalisation. This is the way it could be taken over - by the South West Development
Authority suddenly becoming the supreme body.

Mr Read: T7ha: would need legislation anyway.

Mr BRADSHRAW: That can soon be changed.

Mr Canr: We never had the numbers in the upper House to change it, even if we wanted to.

Mr Cash: If it is reasonable I am sure the upper House will respond. In fact I can give you
an undertaking that I shall be very reasonable when I get there next year.

Mr D.L. Smith: It would be interesting to know what your party's policy is in the event of it
ever attaining Government.

Mr BRADSHAW: What our policy is?

Mr D.L. Smith: Yes. Are you going to halve the staff at Mandurab?

Mr BRADSHAW: We will look at those things when we get in next year.

Mr Carr- T1hey are well prepared for this prospect of entering Government.

Mtr BRADSHAW: We do not have to lay at] our cards on the table.

Mr Cart You could not lay the cards on the table when you can't find which pocket they are
in anyway.

Mr BRADSHAW: I think I know - I do know. We have already indicated that the South
West Development Authority will be streamlined. Whether that means halving the number of
staff at Mandurab remains to be seen.

Mr D.L. Smith: It would be a mistake. What about the Collie office?

Mr BRADSHAW: I was just coming to the Collie office. I cannot speak for the Manjimup
office but at Collie they are setting up an industrial area and there is a need for somebody in
there who has expertise to try to attract business to the Collie region. Before this
Government said it would put someone in at Collie we had indicated that we would give
special assistance to Collie to try to attract businesses and industry to that region.

Another area which has been the subject of controversy over the years is Kemerton, which is
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now to be called the industrial garden estate. Certainly many people living in the area have
been upset because they were living in a rural area and suddenly found an industrial area
springing up next co them. Initially the alumninium smelter was mooted and there was some
objection to that, even when the Liberals were in power and trying to get it off the ground. I
believe many people came to accept the fact that an aluminium smelter would not be too bad,
then the next thing they knew was that the SCM Chemicals Lid plant was going in there.
Tomorrow will see the official opening of that plant, although I do not think it is quite
finished.
Mr D.L. Smith: Do you think we will be there?
Mr BRADSHAW. At the rate we are going I do not think I will be there. Now there is talk
of a paper pulp mill and also a silicon smelter going in there. More and more prospects seem
to be in the offing. We also have the situation where the Governmxent decided recently to buy
out some farmlets. That did not please the people because some of them intended to make
those farmiets their homes for the rest of their lives. Those famildets each comprise about
eight acres, and many people have put a lot of work into them. They have lived in caravans
or sheds, built their own homes and developed those blocks, and now the Government wants
to buy them out. The Government says it is a voluntary acquisition but because the people do
not know what will happen two years from now - the Government might come along and
resume those properties - even though they have put in a lot of blood, sweat and tears and
built a lot of memories they have decided to sell up. It is obvious that the Governent is
doing the right thing.
Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
Mr BRADSHAW: That is always the way. They do not offer the big money to start with -
they go in with a lower amount and negotiate. Even though the people there certainly did not
like what was being offered, now I bear that 20-odd out of 42 or 4 have taken up the offer
and more and more are joining the sales all the time. I cannot really complain at the
Government's attitude in this instance. It seems to have done the right thing, although there
are one or two people who will never be satisfied. I know some have put ridiculous prices on
their properties. It is like the agents asking a high price at first, and then comidng down.
Mr D.L. Smith: As you said, there is a strong sentimental attachment to the blocks by some
people. Many of them had decided to make their permanent homes there and they deserve
some premium for that.
Mr BRADSHAW- That is right, although somne did want to sell and they were lucky that the
Government came along at the right time.
When the Minister for The South West was the Minister for Transport I spoke to him on the
subject of Momnington Road which runs between Collie and Wokalup. Many of the workers
at Worsley use that road, which is a gravel road in not very good condition. It needs more
work in the way of culverts to stop water erosion during winter. I exchanged some heated
correspondence about this road with the Minister a few years ago when he was Minister for
Transport. Unfortunately I was not successful at that time. My main concern was that people
would be killed on that road, and three or four weeks ago a Harvey resident was killed while
travelling to work at Worsley. Since then I have read in the Press that a couple of other
people were kil-led on that moad in the last few years, although I did not know about that
before. Because of the number of vehicles using that road these days the Government should
look at assisting in its upgrading. Whether that should be on the basis of a three-way deal
between Worsley Alumina, the Hanvey Shire and the Government must be worked out, but it
is certainly too much for the Harvey Shire to take on alone. It is looking at between
$1 million and $1.5 million to do up that road. That shire has enough problems trying to
maintain the roads it already has, owing to the cutbacks in road funding. In fact it looks as
though the shire will have to turn some of its roads back to gravel roads because it cannot
afford to maintain them as biturninised roads.
Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
Mr BRADSHAW: Who, John Silcock?
Mr D.L. Smith: I know he shares your concern.
Mr BRADSHAW. I must admit I can see major problems with that road. If it is blacktopped
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it would be a major road through to Collic and then people would want a four lane highway
there. That is the problem with doing it up - it would cut about 20 miles off the journey from
Collie to Perth and that is a fairly significant distance. Once a blacktop road is put in many
Collie residents would use it as well. Some already do, but the fact that the road is not in
good shape acts as a deterrent and generally they take the long way to Collie.
Mr GRILL: The member for Murray-Wellington was concerned about the massive increases
in funds going to the South West Development Authority. I do not make any apology for
that. I believe the more funds we can channel into regional areas the better, especially when
they are spent at the discretion of the authority itself. It certainly fits in with the philosophy
of this Government to holster regional areas and give authority and autonomy to people in
those areas.

Mr DL. Smith interjected.

Mr GRILL: I am quite proud of that. It is certainly better being spent out in the regions than
in the metropolitan area, in most cases. The member for Murray-Wellington also inquired
about the appointment of Tilli's company to build on lots I and 3 in Bunbury. Credit checks
were done on Tilli and they came up positive; in the final analysis they were not correct.

Mr Bradshaw: It was in the paper before that.

Mr GRILL: Was it? I did not think it was.
Mr Bradshaw: I remember it. It said $10 million; it worked out to be $40 million.

Mr GRILL: Anyway, the credit checks were done and at that stage they were found to be
positive. He was appointed on the recommendation of the committee. I do not know why
Paul Vukelic said the things he did. I can tell the member right now that they are not correct.

Mr Bradshaw: I do not think he would lie.

Mr GRILL: I do not want to go into it in any great detail. Dr Manca, Kevin Strapp and John
Rasile were all on that committee and have told me quite vehemently that Paul Vukelic was
wrong. It seems passing strange to me that if Vukelic held those views he only brought them
to light months later.

Mr Bradshaw: It was only brought to light because Vince Papparo said in the paper that it
was the committee's fault.
Mr GRILL: It seems strange to me that if he had these concerns he did not express them to
me when I made the judgment. He did not express them to me on the myriad occasions I met
him at various functions and if what he said was correct I would have thought he had a duty
to make those facts clear to me. It absolutely astounds me that some months later he can
come up with these allegations because they certainly impugn the veracity of people like Dr
Manea, whom I have never heard impugned before, Kevin Strapp, John Rasile and Vince
Papparo. Quite honestly -

Mr Bradshaw: I hold Paul Vukelic in high esteem.
Mr GRILL: I do not want to make any remarks about Paul Vukelic. However, his remarks
put into question other people.

Mr Bradshaw: I can understand why he said what he did because he felt he had been put
down. I can understand why he did not say anything in the first place. I believe he would
have thought it was your right - I have not spoken to him about it - to decide who was chosen.
Once Vince Papparo camne out several months later and said it was the committee's fault -

Mr GRILL: Well, at the time I announced the decision it was said that it was a three all
situation. I decided on the basis of the popular choice. We had it out for 10 days so that
people could look at it and vote on it. There was a popular vote for that particular one, which
we choose. That was the way it was announced. He had the opportunity then to say to me,
"Listen, Minister, that is not true", but he did not do it. It is just astounding.

Mr D.L. Smith interjected.

Mr GRILL: The problem with the Opposition's relationship with the South West
Development Authority has largely been of its own making. When we set up that authority I
made it clear, as did the Treasurer, that we wanted it to exist and to be set up on a bipaitisan
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basis. We have always said that. We do not have a mortgage on power or the Treasury
benches. If this sort of authority is to work in the long term it must have bipartisan support.
The problem is that some people in the Opposition were prepared to support the authonity,
some were not and some sat on the fence. Of course the authority felt very unsure about that.
I do not think it is in any way political. One has only to look at the people I appointed to
head the South West Development Authority. I received a fair bit of criticism from my own
Labor Party people for appointing a bunch of Liberals. Certainly as far as I can see there has
been no political bias. I found it rather strange that the Opposition did not initially come out
supporting the concept. Now the Opposition is supporting it, which is great, but it is putting
a guillotine over the head of the authority in the sense that there is a feeling, which the
member articulated a while ago, that the Opposition will slice into it later on. I believe that
would be most unwise. I believe in efficiency and I do not think one can simply say an
organisation is efficient because it is receiving larger budgeted funds. Personally [ think it is
in the favour of the organisation that the Government is prepared to entrust funds to it on a
discretionary basis. That is something people in country areas have always wanted and it has
now been done.

Mr D.L. Smith: Something in terms of giving it more industrial teeth, but that requires more
money.

Mr GRILL: We would give the job to the member for Michell. I think that explains the
member for Murray-Wellington's problem with the South West Development Authority. The
member also referred to the Kemerton garden industrial estate. I am determined that that will
be something of which we can all be proud.

Item 1: Amount required for Services for the year -

Mr BRADSHAW: I notice that the amount under economic and social development has
jumped dramatically from $230 532 to $674 000. What is this fund for? I guess one could
guess at it but I would like to know why it has jumped so dramatically. The One Stop Shop
has also jumped dramatically from $44 132 to $71 000. 1 would have thought that would
come under some other area rather than the South West Development Authority. I do not
suppose it matters which department it comes under when it deals with different Government
departments, but I would have thought the relevant department would fund it rather than the
South West Development Authority. For example, there is the State Energy Commission and
the Water Authority. The One Stop Shop is where people can pay all their bills. Also, the
South West Ministry has dropped from $117 949 to $110 000.
Mr GRILL: The economic and social development funds are the discretionary funds to
which I earlier referred. They are given to the authority to apply to a whole range of projects
in the south west. They largely go to local authorities but some of them go to other
organisations around the south west for a whole range of projects.

Mr Bradshaw: You must have something in mind.
Mr GRILL: They represent a number of projects but I cannot tell the member exactly what
they are because I do not have a list in front of me. They are mostly $20 000 or $30 000
projects which are applied at the discretion of the authority and normally in association and
liaison with the local authorities in the area.

The member also asked a question about the One Stop Shop. That was actually taken over by
the South West Development Authority because it thought it could run it more effectively and
give it a bit more oomph. I think the $41 000 figure represents a full year operation whereas
the $22 000 represents only a partial year operation.

Mr Bradshaw: No, it has gone from $44 132 to $71 000. That is under the salaries section.

Mr GRILL: That is for the same reason, it is a full year operation. We have had it for only
pant of the year.

Mr Bradshaw: I thought there may have been an increase to the staff.

Mr GRILL: I think it was because one staff item has not been filled.
Division 52 put and passed.
Division 53: Fisheries, $9 487 000 -
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Mr CASH: I want to cover a number of areas in the fisheries portfolio - a portfolio which I
believe has tremendous potential for development not only for the person in charge but
obviously also for the fishing industry in general in this State. I was very disappointed some
months ago when I heard that the Government had been involved in the transfer of a lobster
processing licence to Japanese interests. In the past, I have expressed concern about that and
the way in which it was handled, but I will not repeat that. I will, however, go through some
information that has come to hand; that is, the financial dealings surrounding the purchase of
an interest in the processing licence by the State Superannuation Board.

As background, in October-December 1986 the 558 purchased a 50 per cent interest in a
company known as INF Ltd. That purchase was based on certain projections made available
to the 558 by the company. I want to discuss those projections and the spending of that
money. A general description of the business for the 1986-87 period was that it had a
turnover in the order of $15 million a year, made up of lobsters which were estimated to
bring in $7.6 million, the bait division $0.6 million, the wholesale division $6.4 million and
the processing division $0.1 million; and a turnover of $14.7 million, or in round figures
$15 million.

The company was believed to be making in the order of $200 000 per year and it was
recognised that the company was operating on a tight margin, with high fixed operating costs,
which are recognised to be associated with the fishing industry. The proposition was sold on
the understanding that the sales volume could be increased dramatically if the 558 was to
invest in the company, that the company had access to a fish supply and a crustacean supply,
and that the increase in working capital would allow additional purchases to be made and
allow certain new capital equipment to be installed to handle the increased volumes.
Prior to the 558 involvement, the company had made several acquisitions which included a
20 per cent interest in Photo Bioreactors Ltd, a UK based firm. INE Ltd had paid $425 000
for that interest. It had purchased a 49 per cent interest in Neptune Leather for $60 000, and a
100 per cent interest in Western Fish Supplies for $351 million. At the time, the SSB
obviously reviewed the situation and it is interesting that certain weaknesses were noticed. It
isimportant that this Parliament recognise that even though those weaknesses were noted, the
558 went ahead with the purchase of the interest in that company. The weaknesses generally
believed to be inherent in the business are that it was, first, operating on a low margin
inventory basis, and there was a need for a strong finiancial control system to ensure that it
operated profitably. I remind members that we are talking about a company turning over
about $15 million a year for only a $200 000 profit. That is a very fine margin in the fishing
industry. It was suggested by people reporting to the SSB, that if the board cared to buy an
interest there would be a need to have INF Ltd implement proper management accounting
systems to enable a reasoned statement to be made as to the trading situation.

The two primary growth areas for the INF business strategy were the lobster export trade and
the domestic wholesale trade areas. They occupied only eight to 10 per cent and three to five
per cent respectively of the markets in this State; it was suggested that with a broad strategy
and a strong marketing push those areas would be improved. It was suggested at that time
that INF had already spent a considerable amount of money on acquiring the various other
interests and, in general terms, was in desperate need of money when the proposition was put
to the Superannuation Board. It was also noted that no accounts had been prepared up to
November 1985 in respect of the management buy out, and the Superannuation Board
advisers suggested that proper accounts should be made up to include the 1986 end of year
accounts.

Mr Grill: Is this to do with the Fisheries portfolio? It seems it is more to do with the
Superannuation Board.

MW CASH: It is the purchase by INF of the rock lobster licence - which the Minister agreed
should be sold to the Japanese. The Minister asks if this has anything to do with the Fisheries
portfolio. I would have thought that the Minister knew full well that this has caused a
tremendous impact on the rock lobster industry in Western Australia. I would have also
thought that the Minister would recognise it has a lot to do with the Fisheries portfolio.

Mr Grill: I did not agree that the licence should be sold to the Japanese. That was not put up
for my approval, as the member knows. He should not fabricate such things.
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Mr CASH: I do not know that the Minister did not agree. I know that the Minister claimed
that he did not agree.

Mr Grill: I am telling the member that he knows as well as I do.

Mr CASH: I do not know. In fact the evidence is clear that the Minister did not want to
know at the time what was going on.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMLAN (Mr Thomas): Order! The member should address the Chair.

Mr Grill: What has this to do with the Fisheries Department?

Mr CASH: The rock lobster processing licences are issued by the Fisheries Department, are
they not? Surely the Minister knows that.

Mr Grill: Is that the only connection?

Mr CASH: No. The Fisheries Department is generally managing the rock lobster industry
and the transfer of licences has a dramatic effect -

Mr Grill: The transfer of the licence was not approved.

Mr CASH: What does the Minister mean? Is the Minister saying that the transfer was not
approved?

Mr Grill: Yes.

Mr CASH: Yes, it was.

Mr Grill: How was it approved?

Mr CASH: It was sold by INF Ltd to Chunagon. There was a change of shareholding which
changed the ownership of the licence.

Mr Grill: There was no transfer of a licence.

Mr CASH: Is the Minister trying to get out of it on a technical matter? Is he suggesting that
the change in ownership had no effect on the rock lobster industry?

Mr Grill: You have just woken up, haven't you? There was no transfer of the licence.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Thomas): Order! This is very interesting, but the member
for Mt Lawley will address the Chair and the Minister can contribute in response.

Mr CASH: I am astounded that the Minister can claim that the change of ownership of IN4F
Ltd from an Australian owned company to a company controlled by Japanese interests which
then ended up controlling a rock lobster processing licence in Western Australia has nothing
to do with his portfolio. His denial that he knew it was going on also astounds me. The
Minister knows that because of the change of ownership of the licence -

Mr Grill: Of the company.

Mr CASH: Of the licence. Because of that the rock lobster industry has just made a
submission to his department to try to set down guidelines as to future changes in ownership
of companies which own licences and/or transfers. Has the Minister received the report?

Mr Grill: Not only have I received the report, but also I have indicated that I accept the
proposals therein and the proposals therein do not change the status quo.

Mr CASH: I think it is fair to say that the Minister recognises -

Mr Grill: You are very confused, George.

Mr CASH: I am not confused. The Minister does not want me to advise the House of the
financial information surrounding the purchase of 50 per cent of that rock lobster licence.
Mr Grill: You go ahead. I will correct you as you go along. You are very confused.

Mr CASH: Not at all. I will table the document so the Minister will be able to see for
himself what is in it so that if there are any problems as to my not reading it -
Mr Grill: I can hardly wait.

Mr CASH: Good.

Mr Grill: Get on with it.
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Mr CASH: The Minister has conceded that this matter is pant of his Fisheries portfolio.

Mr Grill: Let us see.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! I will decide whether it is part of the Division. The
member for Mt Lawley will address the Chair and the Minister can respond subsequently.
Mr CASH: With regard to the financial information of INF, the balance sheet to 30 June
1986 which was presented to the State Superannuation Board showed a capital reserves
amount of $700 000, with current assets totalling $1.6 million, non-current tangible assets
totalling $2.7 million and intangible assets totalling $800 000 giving a grand total of $5.1
million which is offset by current liabilities totalling $1.4 million, non-current totalling $3.1
million giving a grand total of $4.5 million, leaving net assets totalling $700 000.

That is interesting because the company's balance sheet as at 30 June 1986 indicated that the
net assets totalled $700 000, yet the Superannuation Board was negotiating to buy 50 per cent
of its shares for $2 million. Why would a Government agency pay $2 million for 50 per cent
of a company whose balance sheet showed net assets of only $700 000?
Mr Grill:* Are you going to tell us what this has to do with the Fisheries Department?

Mr CASH: It took only about seven mi nutes for me to go through it the last time. The
Minister should address that question to the Deputy Chairman and if he does not think that
the purchase of INF by the State Superannuation Board has nothing to do with the Fisheries
Department, I would be surprised. The. Minister is trying to prevent this information from
becoming public.

Mr Grill: I don't even know what you are getting at.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order!. The expeditious conduct of this debate will be
facilitated if the member addresses the Chair and the Minister makes his contribution in
response.

Mr CASH: I was making the point that accounts had been submitted to the State
Superannuation Board to show that a company which was at that time the owner of a rock
lobster processing licence had assets of $700 000 and the Superannuation Board was being
invited to pay $2 mill ion for 50 per cent of that company. A note which was submitted to the
Superannuation Board in respect of that balance sheet stated -

With Net Total Assets of $0.7 million, and Net Tangible Assets of ($0.1 million), the
SSB paid $2.0 million for 50% of the company.

That was an extraordinary situation. That note was submitted to the State Superannuation
Board at the time it was purchasing the company.

Mr D.L. Smith interjected.

My Grill: Get whatever you am tying to do over with.

Mr CASH: Challenge me again; I still have 4 minutes.

Mr Grill: Go for your life.

Mr CASH: I thank the Minister. The projected balance sheet for 30 June 1987, including the
original $2 million that the Superannuation Board paid, showed that capital reserves totalled
$5 million, current assets totalled $5.2 million, non-current assets made up of tangible assets
totalled $2.5 million and intangible assets totalled $800 000 giving a total of $8.5 million,
less the current liabilities of $3.5 million, non-current nil, totalling $3.5 minlion. The net
tangible assets totalled $2.2 million.

The document also includes profit and loss statement projections for 1986-87. I can only
assume that it was on the basis of those projections that the Superannuation Board paid so
much for the company which owned the rock lobster processing licence. In 1987-88, the
company was projecting lobster sales totalling $9.5 million, prawn sates totalling $2.9
million, bait sales totalling $400 000, the wholesale division projected a turnover of $20.8
million and new projects projected $6 million. The total future projections figure was $39.6
million compared with $14 million for the previous year.

Members will be aware'that none of this eventuated for all sorts of reasons. The State
Superannuation Board realised that it had a problem insomuch as it had paid far too much for
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its interest in the rock lobster processing licence. Tony Lloyd, the same Tony Uloyd who is
currently involved in the Rothwells-Wescem Collieries deal, was called in to look at the
situation and a number of options were discussed. The first was that the Superannuation
Board could sell down its interest but the question was whether there would be any buyers or
that the SSB could try to bring in a third investor to purchase an interest in the rock lobster
processing licence. It was suggested that all of the assets could be revalued and 20 per cent
ofT the company could then be sold for $2 million - but other problems arose then; that is,
whether there were any investors prepared to pay that sort of money - or the SSB could take
some other financial action such as taking out cumulative preference shares or other matters
to try to sont the thing out.
In the end the State Superannuation Board, having realised that it paid too much for the first
50 per cent, did a deal with the owners and acquired the other 50 per cent of the company. It
then started offering the shares of the company in, of all places, Japan to try to sell the
company to overseas interests which, in my view and certainly in the view of the rock lobster
industry in Western Australia, was tantamount to the Government's selling that industry
down the drain.
It is now history that the Japanese firm, Chunagon Co Ltd, purchased INF. We do not know
how much it paid for it but the object of the State Superannuation Board's selling out was
that it knew it had paid too much on the Australian market and the only way that it was able
to get back some of its funds was to sell it to an overseas company. That is what occurred
and when the rock lobster industry found out it was very upset and there is no question that
some of the correspondence that passed between that industry and the Minister - copies of
some of that correspondence was sent to me - clearly indicated that the industry believed the
Minister had let it down. I know that the Minister claims he did not know about the
transaction. From the evidence that is around and from the perception of the industry there is
a strong indication that the industry believes that the Minister was aware of the attempts by
the State Superannuation Board to sell the company which owned the licence in Japan. it
does not say much for the Minister. I understand the reason: I guess the Minister knew the
State Superannuation Board had paid too much for the licence. I am not suggesting that he
was involved in the original purchase.

Mr Grill: Let me tell you something: Not only was I not involved, but also I knew nothing
about it and nor did the department. Even if we had, there was nothing we could have done
about it.

Mr CASH: I am prepared to accept that the Minister did not know at that time what the State
Superannuation Board was doing. The Minister is smart enough to have probably whispered
in its ear that it was not a good buy. One would not have to be too smart to look at the
accounts and realise that the State Superannuation Board was paying a huge amount of
money for a company that had some trading difficulties at the time. I give the Minister that
much credit. However, when the State Superannuation Board woke up to the fact that it had
paid too much I cannot accept that the Minister did not know that the Government, through
agencies in Japan, was trying to knock off that licence. The Minister knows that the industry
does not accept chat.

Mr Grill: [ do not know either of those things. I am telling you directly that I had no
knowledge and the department had no knowledge. In any event if we had that knowledge we
could not have done anything about it.

Mr CASH: I do not accept what the Minister says. I now table for the remainder of today's
sitting the documnent to which I have referred.
[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]
Mr CASH: 1 refer now to the problem being experienced by the fishing industry with the
Soviet fishing fleet wanting access to Western Australian ports. For some time the fishing
industry has been waiting for the Federal Government and, indeed, the State Government in
this regard. As members will be aware the Federal Government recently sent a deputation to
Moscow to discuss some of the details of the Soviet fleet using our ports. It appears that the
details change from week to week. We have heard that the Soviet fleet wants to use our ports
only for refuelling purposes or to land fish. There are denials that the Soviet fleet will be
allowed to fish within die Australian fishing zone. The question of what will be the
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conditions under which the Soviets can use our ports has been left unanswered. I know the
State Minister has said that he does not necessarily favour the Soviet fleet fishing within our
waters. However, the comments he has made in three separate Press releases alters his
position each time.

Mr Grill: I have consistently said I do not agree with their fishing here. There is an official
Cabinet minute which sets out the Government's view. It strongly opposes the Soviet fleet
fishing in our waters.

Mr CASH: I have not seen any minute to that effect. I have read Press reports but I did not
know that the Government had said that it was not prepared to have the Soviet fleet fishing in
Western Australian waters. In fact, in one of the Minister's Press releases he suggests that
while he cannot see any commercial benefit at the moment, if the Soviets could show some
benefit would be derived by the State he would reconsider the situation.

Mr Grill; I did say that on one occasion.

Mr CASH: The Minister certainly did and it has led to some confusion in the fishing
industry. Does the Minister know the conditions which the Federal Government intends to
lay down for the access to Western Australian ports by the Soviet fleet?

Mr Grill: The answer is no. It is still the subject of negotiation. A whole range of issues are
still very much up in the air.

Mr CASH: [ think the Minister is dead right: No-one seems to know what is going on at the
moment. It appears that when the Prime Minister was in the Soviet Union late last year or
earlier this year he made some son of an arrangement with the Soviets which may have
included an agreement for access to out pents. It almost seems that a blank cheque has been
written and it is up to the Federal fisheries officials to work out the details with the Soviets.
It is an unsatisfactory situation. The fishing industry in Western Australia is concerned about
the situation. It cannot obtain answers from the Federal Government. I predict that when the
dust settles the Soviet fleet will be fishing within Australia's fishing zones and it will have a
detrimental effect on the Australian fishing fleet. As the Soviets are known not to be very
strong when it comes to any interest in the environment the Soviet fleet will destroy some of
the fishing opportunities for the Australian fleet in its waters. I ask the Minister whether he
will defend the fishing industry in this State. .
The industry has great potential if we are prepared to give it some support. Surely if we are
looking for export income or looking to cut down on importing fish into the State we should
be getting behind our own industry and giving it a bit of support. A lot of statistical research
now being completed indicates that there are great opportunities for the Australian fleet to
fish for orange roughy in the south if only we give it a bit of support and allow it to import
reasonably sized vessels that can trawl at around 1 500 or 2 000 metres. Certainly the
existing Australian fleet is not able to do that.

Mr Grill: We would certainly support an application along those lines. I do not know of any
such application.

Mr CASH: Does the Minister know why he does not know of any applications?

Mr Grill: I do not think there are any.

Mr CASH: Sorne people are very keen to trawl for the orange toughy and other species.

Mr Grill: There is nothing stopping them from doing that if they want to.

Mr CASH: At the moment they do not have the vessels that can trawl at 2 000 metres.

Mr Grill: We would support them.

Mr CASH: There is a restriction on their importing the vessels at the moment. They have to
pay duty.

Mr Grill: There are such vessels in Australian waters that fish for orange roughy quite
successfully. If any Western Australian conmpanies want to make application to use such a
fishing vessel in our waters, we would strongly support them.

Mr CASH: I think the Minister would agree that the issue is wider than that. It is not just the
companies that have vessels that can trawl at 2 000 metres which would like to be involved.
Companies at present operating in the southern ocean which certainly do not have vessels
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trawling at 2 000 metres; would like the opportunity to purchase such vessels. At the moment
they do not have suitable vessels. They need encouragement from the State Government.

Mr Grill: We would certainly encourage them.

Mr CASH: I thank the Minister for that commnitment.

Mr Grill: The member for Mt Lawley knows that WAFIC has not come to any conclusion in
this area. It has not come to a decision as to whether it wants to support access by Russian
fishing vessels into our ports or whether it wants to oppose it. It simply says that at the
moment it does not have enough information. Some influential sections of the fishing
industry in Western Australia are very keen to see the Russian fleet in our ports. I think the
member for Mt Lawley is also aware of those sections.

Mr CASH: Who are they?

Mr Grill: Kailis and France is one such company and it is probably the biggest one in
Western Australia.
Mr CASH: Is it the only one?

Mr Grill: A few weeks ago I raised this matter at a luncheon at which most of these people
were present. There is a significant range of comnment about the issue. It has yet to be
decided. Final decisions will probably not be made until such time as there is more
information. It is a matter of negotiation. Kailis and France is right in there negotiating and
what will finally come out of it is a bit uncertain, but the State has made a decision. We have
consistently said that there will be no fishing in our waters. In the early days, I added to that
statement the rider "uniless there is a very significant benefit for Western Australian
fisheries". I cannot see any benefit at present. if, for instance with new technology a joint
venture could be put in place and the industry were happy about that, we would look at it.

Mr CASH: I understand what the Minister is saying. When he commenced to speak he
sounded just like a politician because he was skirting the issue. However, I do not suppose
that is unusual. [ think that the Minister and I probably share very similar views with respect
to supporting the Western Australian fishing industry. I do not necessarily think that we
agree in respect of access by the Soviets. I happen to be opposed to their being given access
to Australian ports, not because of the short term gain but because of the long term problems
that would be created. To suggest that a significant number of the people who are connected
with the fishing industry in this State support giving access to the Soviets and would support
their fishing in Australian waters -

Mr Grill: I have never said that sections of the industry would support their fishing in our
waters.

Mr CASH: There is no doubt that most people believe that the Russians have a very poor
record when it comes to environmental practices. As the Minister knows, the Russian fleet
operates on a vacuum system. It sucks everything up before it. Once everything is on deck
the Russians worry about whether they will keep it or not. Some interesting research papers
on the way the Russians operated in the general North Sea area have been put out. They have
acmually polluted waters by over fishing them, catching more than their quota and then
dumping the excess catch back into the water. I am not suggesting that they would have
enough fish in the southern ocean to do that, but it gives an indication of the way in which
they operate.

Very clearly, we do not support the idea of the Russian fleet fishing within the Australian
fishing zone. We would be prepared to consider a joint venture so long as that joint venture
quite clearly offered significant advantages to the Australian fishing industry. The Australian
fishing industry would have to be able to learn from the Russian system so that the Australian
fleet could work on its own account in due course. As I understand it, the Russian fleet today
can offer very little. It has been argued that our fishing people are as smart as and have as
many techniques available to them as the Russians. The only thing missing is the big vessels
which they need to trawl.

The Minister is right about the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council as yet not having
a firm position. The only reason for that is that it is still waiting for responses from the
Federal Government on a series of questions that it has put to it. It has, however, made the
point to the Minister and me - we get copies of the same letters that are sent to

5004



[Thursday, 10 November 19881 00

Canberra - that it is very disappointed with the way the Federal Government has handled the
matter to date. It believes that as a professional body it has not been consulted in the manner
in which Canberra and the State said it would be some time ago. The Minister is as close to
the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council as I am. We both know the same people.
They are very reasonable people. I think the Minister would acknowledge that they are
disappointed about the way the matter of the Soviets fishing off our coast is being handled. I
invite the Minister to take whatever action he sees fit in due counte. Quite obviously we will
not agree in principle. We will not agree on whether the Russian fleet should fish within
Australian waters.
The other point I raise with the Minister concerns the importation of fish into this State. I do
not know whether the Minister is aware of the problems that are being experienced by our
fishing industry because of the importation of particular fish, in particular, that which is
coming in from Vietnam, A number of line fishermen claim that the popular tropical and
subtropical fish such as red emperor are being imported from Asia and, in particular,
Vietnam. It would appear that a deal has been done. I cannot understand what the deal is. It
is almost a case of the Federal Government granting to some countries in the Asian region the
rights to export fish to Australia instead of giving them aid in the form of money.
Mr Grill: I have not heard that before.
Mr CASK: I have a paper on it from a university professor who was approached to look at
the economhics of the deal and work out what the foreign fishermen are doing. It is a real
problem. I will not take up the time of the Committee tonight but I will address the Minister
further on the issue. I want the Minister to be await of what is being said.
Mr Grill: Would you send me a copy of the paper. I am concerned not just about the
importation of this fish - which is a Federal matter but I am not sure how we should address
that - but also about the misdescription of this fish- Thke fish is described in terms which
make it sound like an attractive table fish caught in our waters, which it is not.
Mr CASH: The next point I refer to is the labelling, and I query whether it is in the interests
of the State to look into the legislation covering this. I do not want to tie up people with red
tape or regulations, but it seems that a significant quantity of fish is being landed in Australia
which does not measure up to the Australian standards.
Mr Grill: Health or labelling standards?
Mr CASH: The general quality. The labelling implies for example that certain imported fish
is barramundi, and putting that product alongside local barramundi is causing problems.
Some people are buying the imported product believing it to be the local product, and they
are paying high prices for fish which is not of the same quality or consistency as the local
product. As a result people are becoming convinced that the local fish is no good and that
could discourage them from eating it.

Mr Grill: We are trying to track that down. If you have any direct evidence, let me know.
Mr CASH: I am getting as much as I can, and [ am pleased that the Minister recognises that
there is a problem. We have tried to work out something to satisfy this problem.
My other point relates to the exporting of rock lobsters to Japan using Qantas Airways Ltd.
About two weeks ago we were both advised of a problem in that Qantas had cut back on its
air freight allocations. I understand from an answer the Minister gave in this Parliament that
the Premier met with Mr Menadue and it was believed that the matter had been settled. Even
at the dinner which we both attended last night it was thought that things were working out
satisfactorily. However, that is not the case. The industry is still very upset at the way in
which Qantas is handling the situation. I do not know whether Mr Menadue is saying one
thing to the Premier believing that to be fact, and further down the line people in his
organisation are not putting those agreements into effect. However, I amn told there is a
shontage of space and it has also beetn alleged that some favouritism occurs with regard to the
allocation of freight. Clearly there is still a problem, bearing in mind that the industry is
worth $200 million in export trade to the State. I invite the Minister to consider this matter
further.
Mr Grill: I have had people working on it today. There is concern in the industry; initially
the concemn was thai they could not get dates for this additional capacity. If Mr Menadue's
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promise is carried out we shall have additional capacity to that which was available last year.
Quite a bit of that space has now been confirmed in teams of dates but much does not start
until 1 December, and the industry would like it to start earlier. I have asked my people to
get a schedule showing the space available last year. what would have been available had the
Government not interceded, the space promised now together with dates, and the space that is
required. We have been very aggressive with Qantas over the issue.

Mr CASH: I believe that to be the case. The Minister will know that I do not criticise himn
for what he does, except when he becomes involved in selling rock lobster licences.
Mr Grill: I was not involved. You will appreciate that the industry is very vulnerable in the
area of foreign ownership because a number of businesses are foreign owned or have
significant foreign ownership within them. The report which came to me began as a tough
report but its conclusions were in line with the present situation. It supported a free market.
Mr CASH: I was given a copy of the report and I recognise the truth of the Minister's
comments. I also recognise that he or the director may not have had technical control over
some matteis. Selling shares is different from transferring a licence, but ownership of a
licence can be changed by buying and selling shares.
Mr Grill: I raised the question of foreign ownership before the industry did. I put nut a Press
release after I found out about this deal, saying that in future the Government would look
very closely at a situation in which there was a transfer of licence, because I have jurisdiction
over that. When I put out the Press release the media did not know what to do with it because
they did not realise there was a problem or some controversy. It was not until several weeks
later that the industry kicked up about it, not so much because of the change of ownership
which involved a foreigner, but because this now foreign owned company - the transaction
having taken place some months earlier - was relocating the processing plant in Geraidron.

Mr CASH: We agree on those facts. I am aware that other companies in the processing
business are considering the injection of overseas funds or certain reorganisation, and the
industry has to recognise this. The report recognised that there was more to this issue than
banning foreign ownership.

Mr Grill: The uproar created by the industry was good for the industry because it chastened
many of its members with regard to accepting overseas funding. A number of them were
lined up to accept such funding and they cut back a little.
Mr CASK: The Minister may be right. A further point relates to the problem of illegal
Indonesian fishermen who continue to be picked up by both Federal Government agencies
and the State fishing agency. Recently I asked a question in Parliament as to how many
sightings of illegal fishing boats had been made during 1987 and in 1988 to date. I was told
that the number was approximately 45. Although I accept that as the recorded figure, it does
not in any way reflect the actual number of boats intruding in Australian waters. It was put to
me only yesterday that Scott Reef is known as scot-free. Rather than arrest the fishermen on
the boats at Scott Reef the Federal people give them sufficient rice and water to turn around
and go back homre. There is no value in bringing them in and arresting them. That has been
apparent so many times before when these fishermen have been arrested.

Mr Grill: I am not sure about Scott Reef. I know that they cover Rowley Shoals and
Ashmore Reef.

Mr CASH: The fishing industry contacted me to say that in relation to sightings in that area
the local people were now referring to Scott Reef as scot-free because the fishermen were
being turned around and sent back; they were not bothering to arrest them because of the
problems being created by Indonesians and other seamen coming into our northern areas or
landing, having been arested.

The other point I make is that it seems that not all the boats are on fishing expeditions but
some are actually carrying people from overseas to Australia for money. I guess it is a racket
in illegal migrants. There is a need for the Fisheries Department, if we cannot convince the
Commonwealth it should wake up to itself, to in fact take a more active interest in that area. I
know that it will cost money and I hope that we can get compensation from the
Commonwealth. I suggest that the problem of illegal incursions by foreign fishermen is far
greater than we have wanted to admit to date and they are not all fishermen coming in.
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Members will recall that some time ago I suggested that we form a sea borne coast watch
operation. I suggested that the present air borne operation was not adequate and that it
certainly was not sighting, or catching all the people who were up there, all those illegal
fishermen, and that there was a need to operate on a sea borne basis. When I raised this
matter with the Minister for Transport some months ago he told me that he was going to
Canberra and would try to sort out the matter while over there, or at least raise it. Little
seems to have happened to date and rather than worry about the transport side there really has
to be direct Fisheries Department intervention.
We have a large problem with foreign fishermen coming into our waters and I suggest that
not only are they perhaps taking trochus shell and doing other illegal things, but also the mere
fact that they are landing on our shores could present significant problems to the agricultural
industry in that area. The problem is far greater than we have given it credit for in the past. I
think we have all believed that because we are paying a multi million dollar fee to have
planes flying that will, in fact, be our salvation. Quite clearly, it is not. I believe that we on
the State scene will have to take a much more active interest in this area. I am more than
happy to discuss this matter with the Minister for Fisheries. I met some people from the
nonth west today who raised this matter, among other things. They are going back tomorrow
and I said that we were sitting tonight. If I can get in touch with them [ will tell them to get
in touch with the Minister for Fisheries or the department because they obviously have
evidence that is of value to the department.
Mr GRILL: I will be happy to hear from them. I think I have really discussed and answered
all the matters raised by the member for Mt Lawley by way of interjection. If he has
information concerning further incursions into the north west from Indonesia I will be happy
to hear from hini.
Mr CASH: I will be happy to invite those people to contact the Minister or the department.
Perhaps I was remiss before in not referring to the work of the department during the year.
There is no doubt that our State Fisheries Department is a very efficient organisation. It is
manned by very professional people and headed by the renowned Bernie Bowen. I place on
record the Opposition's appreciation for the work that has been done by that department
during the year. It has a fine reputation within the Australian fishing industry generally and
certainly as far as a State public service department goes.

I believe this is one of the more efficient departments that serves the people of this State and I
congratulate it for the work it has done this year and look forward to working closely with the
department in the years ahead.
Mr Grill: It is good to hear the member for Mt Lawley say that about the department.

Division 53 put and passed.
Division 54: Health, $729 858 000 -

Mr BRADSHAW: The Budget this year shows an estimated expenditure of $799 590 000
compared to a figure of $862 763 000 last year. I have had trouble working out some of the
figures in the Budgets over the past few years. When I have studied the figures they have not
seemed to relate to each other. It appears there has been a reduction in the amount of money
to be spent on health in Western Australia this year. I know that is not so, so the Minister
should not get carried away.
Mr Wilson: I am not. [ thought the member for Murray-Wellington was.
Mr BRADSHAW: It seems that there is about $60 million less to be spent on health care in
Western Australia this year than in the previous year. I placed a question on notice asking
what was the total health budget estimate for 1988-89 and also for 1986-87 and 1987-88.
There was a gross expenditure in 1988-89 of $1 149 167 000, so in fact the figure that will
actually be spent is completely different from the one shown in the Budget. I would have
thought that the figure to show up in the Budget would be the total expenditure by the State.
Will the Minister explain why it does not show up as a total? One has to fish around in an
attempt to find out why the figures do not correspond with what was spent.
It appears that even though, in an answer to a question, the Minister denied the fact thaz there
has been a reduction in funding from the Federal Government this year, there has been such a
reduction. I asked a question on 11I October 1988 as to what was the funding for 1986-87,
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1987-88 and 1988-89. The funding fwom the Commonwealth for 1988-89 is $311 181 000,
which is less than we received in 1986-87. 1 feel that there has been a reduction even though
the Federal Government has changed the way in which it previously gave its funding. We
had initially a Medicare fund or contribution from the Federal Government, and then a fund
which was identified health grants. I gather that this year the Federal Government has
eliminated the identified health grants and put it all into the Medicare fund. The Federal
Budget papers for health indicate chat Western Australia will receive $269 million, yet the
figure given to me by the Minister was $311 million. I find it quite confusing to wait out
what these figures are all about, how they are arrived at, which ones are true, and what we are
going to expend. It is time that a simplified form was put out so we could follow the figures
and not be mystified. The Minister has advisers to explain these things to hinm, but the people
of Western Australia should be able to follow these figures and know what is going on.

The Minister stated earlier this year that the Government was going to spend the revenue
from the Lotteries Commnission on certain areas. One area mentioned was a nursing home for
the young head injured. The Government said $500 000 was going to be spent on upgrading
the Bicton Hospital for that purpose. There was at the time an article in the newspaper to the
effect that the Hospital Benefit Fund, which had leased the Bicton Hospital, was not
impressed because it did not know anything about that hospital being turned into a nursing
homne. I put a question on notice to the Minister on 13 October, and the Minister indicated he
did not mean to include the Bicton Hospital. The Government is not sure whether it will
provide a single unit or a multiple unit facility - that is, various nursing homes around the
State - and I would have thought the Government would decide what it was going to do
before it made a statement, rather than just making it up and allocating $500 000. That
amount of money would not be sufficient if the Government were to choose Bicton Hospital
for that purpose; it would need closer to $1 million. I ask the Minister whether it is still the
Government's intention to provide a nursing home for young head injured people. I recently
visited the Homes of Peace. That organisation takes care of a large number of the young
head injured, and does not believe there needs to be a specific area for those people because
they can be accommodated adequately.

Mr Wilson: Have you talked to the Head Injured Society about that?

Mr Bradshaw. I have spoken to them, but not about that.

Mr Wilson: I think you should.

Mr Bradshaw: I am not saying what they believe; I am saying what the people at the Homes
of Peace said. T1heir opinion was that they were doing a good job with these people and did
not need a specific nursing home.

The Minister said in response to my question of [3 October chat -

No single place would be appropriate nor would it meet the legitimate and differing
needs of young disabled people. A series of options to provide a range of services is
being actively developed which will cover the varying needs.

I think there were 67 young head injured people.

Mr Wilson: Sixty seven?

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes. I asked -

How many young head injured persons currently reside in nursing homes in Western
Australia?

The answer was -

Of the latest figures available, there are 67 young people diagnosed as head injured.

Mr Wilson: In nursing homes.

Mr BRADSHAW: They were September 1987 figures.

Mr Wilson: That does not mean it is the total number of people affected by head injury.

Mr BRADSIIAW: There are obviously some people who are looked after at home. I visited
the Head Injured Society's unit at Fremantle, and a lot of the people attending the day centre
are not from nursing homes but from ordinary homes. I do not see a need for these people to
be put into nursing homes.
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Mr Wilson: Nobody is saying we will do that.

Mr BRADS1flAW: The Minister said there are more than 67.

Mr Wilson: All the people who want to be in nursing homes are not necessarily in nursing
homes. You can say that about a lot of other people as well.
Mr BRADSHAW: I would like to thank the Government for its contribution to GROW. I
attended that organisation's annual general meeting this year, and was asked to pass on to the
Government its appreciation. I hold that organisation in high esteem. It is a self help group,
and deals with people with varying degrees of psychiatric problem who gain a lot of self
esteem and confidence from attending the organisation. It needs some funds to help with its
administrative costs.

We have recently heard talk in the media about what is going on in nursing homes in Western
Australia, and concern has been expressed about the standard of care given to elderly
patients. [ do not believe it is a major problem, and we should reassure the people of Western
Australia that the situation is not quite as bad as it has been painted. I guess if we look at
prisons we will see some warders who are not as good as they should be and who do not treat'
their prisoners in the way that is expected of them. Somne of the people in nursing homes do
not treat elderly people as well as they should. We must do what we can to reassure members
of the public with relatives in nursing homes that they are being well looked after. Those
who visit their relatives in nursing homes will know that they are being looked after
reasonably well.

Schools such as Malibu and College Row in Bunbury are receiving only token assistance
from physiotherapists, speech therapists and occupational therapists. Malibu School has
about 50 or 60 students who are incapable in one way or another. These therapists came for
one day in the week, although in some cases I think that has been increased slightly. Many of
the students require attention from those health services, and one day in the week represents
only a token service. [ wonder whether it is worth it, because by the time follow-up treatment
is given, all the good from the first treatment has probably disappeared and the students find
themselves back whewe they started. Those who are spastic need regular attention, not just a
token effort. It is time we as a Parliament tried to improve the services here.

Mr D.L. Smith: You will get a lot of support from the country members on this side.

Mr BRADSHAW: Good. Somebody spoke to me recently about Graylands Hospital. The
Government has now put up a sign reading, "Building for your future'. I hope that does not
mean they are building for the future of all the people of Western Australia. That sign
outside Graylarids Hospital tickled my fancy.

Mr Wilson: I should imagine that sign was put up by the BMA. I do not know, but it has
nothing to do with the Health Department. A lot of work has been done at Graylands.
Mr BRADSHAW: I know, and it should be.

Mr Wilson: It has been - under this Government.

Mr BRADSHAW: I think the scene was set before this Government came into power.

Mr Wilson: Nevertheless the funds have been committed. and the work has been done under
this Government.
Mr BRADSHAW: And so it should be. I visited the place early this year and some of the
hostel area is not up to standard. The horrible dormitory type style needs upgrading, and that
cannot be done overnight. A lot of money needs to be spent on it, and that will be an ongoing
thing-

Mr DL Smith: All Western Australians will have a very good future.

Mr BRADSHAW: The member is right. The Health Department has gone into a decline
over the last few years, and we can attribute that to the implementation of Medicare. The last
year or so has seen many Press reports with regard to problems in hospitals. To quote a few
headlines, "Hospital in chaos says medic,' "Crisis time for hospital staff," "Bed shortage
critical at Royal Perth Hospital," "Nurses - it's primitive," "RPH cannot cope - doctor,"
"Patients may die waiting for vital tests". We have reached a sad state of affairs. We did
have one of the best health systems in the world.
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Mr Wilson: It still is.

Mr BRADSHAW: The standard put out by the doctors and nurses is certainly good.

Mr Wilson: We have the best hospitals in Australia and the best hospitals in the world.

Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister is right, but the problem is that it has changed.

Mr Wilson: I do not think you can gain that impression just by reading our a number of
headlines from the newspapers. That is what you did, but that is not the position.

Mr BRADSHAW: I can read the whole lot if the Minister wants.

Mr Wilson: I know you can; I have read them.

Mr BRADSHAW: I do not think there is any need, but it highlights what the articles are
about. When the complementary legislation was introduced in 1983 the Opposition stated
that certain things would happen. I pulled out what the then Minister for Health said in reply
to the second reading debate. This is from 30 November 1983 by the then Minister, the
member for Melville. It reads -

The member for South Perth predicted that long waiting lists would occur at
Government hospitals as a result of Medicare. I am not sure whether the member for
South Perth said that at the moment there were, or in the future there would be, long
waiting Lists for elective surgery in Government hospitals and that queues would build
up as is apparently the case under the scheme in Britain.

Firstly, [ make the point that if the member for South Perth is saying there are long
queues for elective surgery in Government hospitals at present, he is not correct. If he
is saying there will be long queues for elective surgery in Government hospitals as a
result of Medicare, I indicate he is making an unduly pessimistic prediction.

A bit further on it continued -

I am not sure why Opposition members keep suggesting that enormous queues of
people will suddenly start appearing at public hospitals as a result of Medicare. While
Medicare makes some members of the Opposition feel slightly sick, it will not cause
the incidence of disease in the community to increase and it will not cause more
operations to be performed.

It does not take much to realise that it would throw out the balance between the public and
private hospitals. The then Minister for Health could not see that, but that is what we were
trying to say in the complementary legislation. The then Minister for Health went on -

I am hoping I will be able to manage Medicare in such an efficient way that all the
dire predictions of long waiting periods, etc., which Opposition members have
suggested will occur, will not in fact occur because they will be able to manage the
operations of the hospitals.

What do we have? At last this Minister has recognised that we have waiting lists. The
previous Minister would never say what the waiting lists were or whether there were waiting
lists at all. The then Minister said there were no waiting lists in 1983, yet this Minister has
said that about 6 000 people are waiting for elective surgery. Not only that, but early this
year, again with a picture of the Premier, who appears to have a mention in practically every
bit of literature put out by this Government, we had a pamphlet headed 'Reducing hospital
waiting lists".

Dr Alexander: We did not give you one.

Mr BRADSHAW: What, waiting lists?

Dr Alexander: A mention-

Mr BRADSHAW: I can understand that. At least the Minister is trying to work on the
waiting lists, which is a good thing.

Dr Alexander: He is a ver good Minister.

Mr BRADSHAW: Well, he was part of the Government which allowed waiting lists to
develop.

Mr DL. Smith interjected.
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Mr BRADSHAW: I will not argue with the member about that; that is up to the people in the
community to decide. However, he was still part of this Government, just as the member for
Mitchell was - and not everybody on that side was - when Medicare was introduced. It was
predicted that waiting lists would result and that we would begin to get a reduction in services
throughout Australia, and both those things are happening.
Dr Alexander: Some of that is due to the doctors themselves.

Ms BRADSHAW: The member for Perth has the same attitude as Dr Blewett - he blames
everybody bar the system. Until the Government goes back and works out what the cause of
the problem is, there can be no resolution of it. I know there are factors such as the ageing
population and more high technology which do add to the costs of munning the health system.
That is easy to understand; but we did not age overnight, yet within a year or so of
Medicare's being introduced we starred to get waiting lists. People are in pain and going
blind and it is absolutely wrong.

Mr D.L. Smith: They are problems we have to deal with but for all that it is a very good
system which is available to all Australians.

Mr BRADSHAW: No, that is where the Government went wrong before, because the
Liberals in Government did look after the unemployed, people on low incomes, and
pensioners.

Mr D.L. Smith: You should have gone down to Bunbury when the Liberals w ere in office to
see how many people were before the debtors' courts because of medical bills.

Mr BRADSH-AW-. And why was that? It was because they did not rake out private health
insurance.

Ms D.L. Smith: A lot of them could not afford it.
Mr BRADSHAW: They could, because if people were unemployed or on a low income the
Government picked up the tab.

Dr Alexander: But they had to classify themselves.

Mr BRADSHAW: No, they did not. They generally had a health care card - or whatever it
was called in those days.
Ms D.L. Smith: The situation was that three quarters of all the people in the debtors' courts
were there because of medical bills. If that is a system you will tolerate -

Ms BRADSHAW: No, if they were there because they did not pay their medical bills
basically it was their own fault because they did not take out private health insurance.

Ms D.L. Smith: They could not afford health insurance.

Mr BRADSIHAW: I think they could, because those who could not were looked after. They
included low income earners and unemployed people. All the Government had to do if it
wanted to have everybody insured was to look after the unemployed and the low income
earners -

Mr D.L. Smith: You try to pay private health insurance premiums on an income of between
$12 000 and $20 000 a year.
Mr BRADSHAW: I must admit I cannot remember what the income was where Government
assistance cut in, but the situation has gone berserk now. Between 6 000 anid 8 000 people
are waiting for elective surgery and it is just not good enough.

Mr D.L. Smith: I know what I pay for private health cover, and many people in the
community cannot afford private health insurance.

Ms BRADSHAW: People pay one way or the other. It is all very well for the people who
can afford it to have their private health insurance and be able to go into hospital tomorrow
for their operations, but the Minister for Health said on 22 September that elective surgery is
not urgent although it is often uncomfortable or even painiful. That does not sound very
sympathetic to me.

Mr Wilson: I qualified that by saying -

Ms BRADSH-AW: It does not say that here.
AM? 1. 17
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Mr Wilson: But I did qualify it, whether it says it there or not, and I have qualified it every
time I have referred to it by saying that when the conditions of people waiting for elective
surgery do deteriorate, we have put in place measures whereby that deterioration can be taken
into account and anybody suffering that pain can receive immediate attention. That is what is
happening.
Mr BRADSHAW: I am not sure it is, because I have here a letter which I think was sent to
the Minister. It does not say that, it just says "Dear Sir", but from memory I think it was sent
to the Minister, and I have a copy of it. It was written on 12 August 1988 and says in part -

He now requires another operation on his left hip to try and help his circulation
problems. My Father has now reached a point where he is unable to help my mother
and is suffering from a great deal of pain. He has been placed on a two month waiting
list, but this has now been deferred for another two months and more. The operation
is to be performed at Shenton Park Rehab Hospital. As my Father's condition is
deteriorating my family is gravely concerned. .

It is a bit hard to read; that is why I am hesitating.
Mr Wilson: I think you will find that case was dealt with as soon as it was brought to
anyone's attention.
Mr BR.ADSHAW: The Minister said the system is built in to look after them, but they have
to write to the Minister to get that attention.
Mr Wilson: They do not have to. We have instituted warning cards which are given to all
the people who are listed. That system allows people to be referred immrediately back to their
specialist for reassessment, and as a result of a clinical decision - and it always must be a
clinical decision - they can be referred for more urgent attention. But that depends on the
clinical decision of the specialist.
Mr BRADSHAW: I guess it depends on the doctor in that ease.
Mr Wilson: That is what I am saying.
Mr BRADSHAW: But some doctors might not be as sympathetic as others.
Mr Wilson: I would certainly not say that any specialist does not exercise that degree of
sympathy. I do not believe that is the case.
Mr BRADSHAW: I will give another example. A few months ago - and I do not have the
date - someone telephoned me to say that his sister-in-law, a 72 year old pensioner who is
crippled with arthritis and lives alone, fell over in her home. Her sister - the wife of the
person who telephoned me - used to assist her in various ways in the home. When the lady
fell over and hurt herself they took her to Sir Charles CGairdner Hospital. The medical
professional there said she ought to be admitted but there was no bed for her and so she
should go home.
Mr Wilson: That case was brought to my attention. It was investigated and the junior
registrar who gave that information to that person was subsequently reprimanded because the
information was incorrect.
Mr BRAD)SHAW: But the point was that she was sent home.
Mr Wilson: I know she was, and she should not have been, and that was rectified.
Mr BRADSHAW: Another case was where a person went into Royal Perth Hospital and had
open heart surgery. He was released and given a letter saying that if he had any
complications he should go to Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. I think they gave him same
sleeping tablets which according to his son were too strong. As it turned out, and it could
have been a combination of things, he fell and hit his head. They took him to Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital where someone said they did not have a bed and sent him to Annadale
Hospital. They went to Armadale Hospital and were told, "Sorry, you can't come here, go to
Bentley.' Eventually he ended up in Royal Perth Hospital. This happened two or three
months ago and I do not think it would have been brought to the Minister's attention. I just
happen to know the person whose father was in this predicament. It is pretty hard when
someone has to go to three hospitals in a row on one day.
Mr Wilson: I agree, and I think that should not happen. Part of the measures that are in
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place are measures to enable better coordination between the hospital administrations to
ensure that sort of thing does not happen.
Mr BRADSHAW: I thought Sir Charles (3airdner Hospital staff should have telephoned
Royal Perth Hospital before sending the patient to Armadale.
Mr Wilson: Indeed; I agree.

Mr BRADSHAW: That sort of thing is not happening. The Minister can say those patients
who really need treatment should go in furst while the others deteriorate, but he must get to
the root cause of the trouble. Theme must be the balance between private and public hospitals
which we had before. The private hospitals are now being under utilised. Since the
Government came to power in 1983 things have deteriorated. I will give the Chamber one
more example of what is happening in the real world: A woman came to see me because her
son had put his back out. It was extremely painful and they went to Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital where they were told, 'Sorry, we do not have a bed. You can go home'; the people
asked, "How will we get him home?" They were tpld, "Put him in a wheel chair and wheel
him out to your car". According to the woman who contacted me, her son was screaming
with pain and ended up at home flat on his back unable to do anything for himself. That
happened only about two months ago.

Mr Wilson: Did you take that up with the hospital?

Mr BRADSHAW: No, because it was a little bit after -

Mr Wilson: I would have thought it would still be worth taking up with the hospital.
Mr BRADSHAW: The hospital is under so much pressure these days -

Mr Wilson: That is an easy way to explain the situation. I think it still needs to be thrown
back on the hospital administration as to why that occurred.

Mr BRADSHAW: The fellow had trouble getting around because of his pain and it is not
good enough that people should be in that situation. Since 1983 there have been problems.
The Government decided to put three sections of the Health Department together and that has
not worked properly. All we finished up with was a monolith composed of three individual
structures; there was no coordination or interaction between them.

Mr Wilson: That is being addressed.

Mr BRADSHAW: I will get on to that. The Minister has a good fellow in Ivor Davies to
look after that department but the problem is that there is a committee of 15 assisting him.
Mr Wilson: If you do not believe in consultation -

Mr BRADSHAW: I do, but there are better ways of going about it.
Mr Wilson: The process of consultation which has been agreed -

Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister knows it was agreed because once Ivor Davies was
appointed and a committee of two or three was set up everyone else jumped on the band
wagon saying, "I want to be on that committee as well." The Minister, or the previous
Minister -

Mr Wilson: The task force was set up after I became Minister.

Mr BRADSHAW: Right. The Minister said, "You can be on it, you can be on it" and the
next thing there is this great big committee. I believe Ivor Davies should have been
appointed to come up with ideas on how the department should have been restructured and
then people should have been consulted. However, to set up a commuittee of 15 to make that
decision -

Mr Wilson: It is working very well and all of the panties involved are expressing a great deal
of satisfaction about how it is working.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is not what I have heard.

Mr Wilson: From whom?

Mr BRADSHAW: I will not say.

Mr Wilson: It is easy to say that.
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Mr Cash: It is dangerous to give names.
Mr Wilson: It is not dangerous to give names at all. We are attempting to have a system
whereby there is maximum participation and consultation about a very complex department.
There is a great number of different players in that game.

Mr BRADSHAW: Does the Minister not think that before those three departments were
combined that should have been worked out?
Mr Wilson: If that had happened, you would be here criticising the fact that not enough
consultation was entered into.
Mr BRADSHAW: I am talking about 1983.
Mr Wilson: It is pretty pointless to talk about that now. We are dealing with the situation as
it is.

Mr BRADSHAW: It is now three or four years down the track and the Health Department is
still not functioning properly.

Mr Wilson: 1 can assure the member that the Health Department is quickly getting into a
better functioning order. That is happening under an excellent new Commnissioner for Health.
Mr BRADSHAW: I hear he is very good, but time will tell whether he is. It could be an
indictment of the previous management that this has not fallen into place; but it is an
indictment of this Minister and previous Ministers that this has gone on for so long and the
coordination which was supposed to have occurred with the amalgamation has not occurred.
Since coming to power the Government has built a new Health Department building and it
cannot fit the people into it.

Mr Wilson: That is going quite satisfactorily.

Mr BRADSHAW: Why did employees of the Health Department refuse to move into it for
about eight weeks? It was because the Minister was going to jam them in like sardines and
they said, "Barleys, we are not going.'
Mr Wilson: I was not going to do anything of the son. It was as a result of my intervention
that all those concerns were adequately addressed. Everybody is now satisfied with the
arrangements which have been made.

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes because the Minister is not going to put them all in there.
Mr Wilson: All but one division, yes.

Mr BRADSHAW: I know that they are not all going in there.

Mr Wilson: All but one division, which is the inspectorate, are going in there.
Mr BRADSHAW: The person who spoke to me did not come from the inspectorate division
and he seemed to think they probably would not fintish up over there.
Mr Wilson: "Probably' seems a bit indefinite to me. All the arrangements are now definite.

Mr BRADSHAW: So it is just going to be one department? Where will the inspectorate
division be located?
Mr Wilson: It will be located nearby in that general area. However, that division can very
adequately continue because it is a discrete unit and its operations will not be affected at all.
Mr BRADSHAW: That sounds a bit better than it did originally, when it was called "sardine
city' because everyone was going to have to sit on each other's lap to be able to fit into the
building.

Mr Wilson: I think if you talk to the people who are already in there - and all the rest will be
there before the end of the year - you will find they are very happy with their
accommodation.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is good to hear. I must admit I have not spoken to the fellow for two
or three weeks with regard to where he was going to go, but it certainly was not going to be
into the new building.

There was an article in yesterday's The West Australian in respect of heptachlor. Early this
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year I went to a seminar on pesticides at Princess Margaret Hospital. Experts at that seminar
told us there was no problem in respect of heptachlor, although there was one expert who said
there were problems with its use. They had experts both from the east and locally talking
about the problem. I think the seminar was set up by the Health Department. Now the
Environmental Protection Authority is being critical of the Health Department for allowing
heptachlor to be used around the State. I am not trying to be critical of the Health
Department but Argentine ants are a nuisance in a lot of places. In Harvey, for instance -

Mr Wilson: That is not the Health Department; that is the Department of Agriculture.

Mr BRADSHAW: I know that, but obviously the Health Department sets regulations
banning the use of heptachlor.

Mr Wilson: The Department of Agriculture is responsible for Argentine ant control.

Mr BRADSHAW: But if the Health Department bans heptachlor, it cannot be used.

Mr Wilson: That is a decision which was made on recommendations by the EPA in respect
of Argentine ant control. Certainly the Health Department is responsible for the
administration of that. I think you will find that the Health Department has never said it can
be used in an ad hoc way. It has said there is no danger in its use if it is used according to the
regulated means and under proper supervision. That is what it is continuing to say.

Mr BRADSHAW: It looks as though it will get the chop anyway. There is an area in Harvey
where Argentine ants have taken over. I have some neighbours who would not care what was
used, to be honest. They find the situation difficult to live with because the ants get into the
beds. People cannot leave flour, sugar or jam around as the ants are everywhere.
Mr Wilson: I think the former Minister for Health made that point some time ago, and has
been lampooned in this morning's paper for having said that.

Mr BRADSHAW: Obviously the people at Morley are not affected by the ants as much as
the people in Harvey, otherwise they might be prepared to have anything sprayed around.
Mr D.L. Smith: The people of Bunbury feel the same way.

Mr BRADSHAW: Ants are very difficult to eliminate, as many people know.

I trm now to rehabilitation centres and workers' compensation, although workers'
compensation probably comes under another portfolio.
Mr Wilson: The Minister for Labour.
Mr BRADSHAW: Yes, but it is a health area.

Mr Wilson: Occupational health.

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes, but it needs addressing.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Alexander): I think the point has been made; that matter
should not be addressed uinder this Division.

Mr BRADSHAW: Turning to the topic of accident victims, it is a shame that the Melville
Rehabilitation Centre was sold by the Commonwealth Government and not taken up by the
State Government. This would have been a great centre for the rehabilitation of head injured
people and others. The rehabilitation centre at Shenton Park is used to capacity so people in
this area would have benefited if the State Government had retained the Melville centre.

Mr Wilson: The Head Injured Society was encouraged by the State Government to tender for
that building and was given all possible support to do so. Unfortunately, the society was
unsuccessful in attempting to obtain that building. The matter was out of our hands; the
decision was made by the Federal Government to allocate that building to a residence for
Murdoch students.

Mr BRADSHAW: The society has no money.

Mr Wilson: It was offered support by the former Minister.

Mr BRADSHAW: Obviously it was not enough.

Mr Wilson: It was not a question of being enough; it was a Commonwealth decision to
allocate it for other purposes.
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Mr BRADSHAW: Did the society offer the same amount as Murdoch University?
Mr Wilson: I do not know. The point is that there was a bias in the way in which the centre
was reallocated. There was a strong intention that it should be made available for student
residents rather than any other purpose.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is a sad stare of affairs because I think that Murdoch University is
big enough to look after itself. Everybody has trouble with finance but more sympathy
should be given to the people in need of rehabilitation in Western Australia.

I visited the Home of Peace at Inglewood the other day. Driving past that institution one
would think that it is a very nice set up because it looks so tranquil. After walking through
the nursing home I realise there is a need for change there - and at Subiaco - in the way
people are accommodated. There are six bed wards and three bed wards with a very clinical
and cold atmosphere. The management's attitude has changed and it is trying to make the
R-omse of Peace more homely by putting in curtains and hanging pictures around the walls.
However, the place is still very impersonal considering that it is a nursing home. I could not
believe how unhomely and hospitalised the atmosphere felt. We need to move away from
that style of nursing home. The Inglewood nursing home accommodates around 300 people
and perhaps we could move towards a smaller establishment; even a cluster style of small
homes would be suitable. Perhaps when the building was erected that was the style of the
day, but it leaves a lot to be desired now, particularly with the six bed wards. People have
very little privacy and are locked into that environment. The situation could lead to a
deterioration in the attitudes of tie residents. The staff of the nursing homne are extremely
dedicated. They are concerned with the conditions and are doing their best to turn the
situation around. They realise that the building cannot be knocked down and rebuilt but the
feeling is that the conditions can be changed. We should be attempting to change those
conditions.

Mr FRED TUBBY: I wish to pay a tribute to the health nurses working in schools because
they do a tremendous job. In many cases, in the larger schools, the nurses are not given
enough time to carry out their work. The early intervention work which they do in the larger
schools - particularly in the lower socioeconomic areas - is of tremendous benefit to the
comnmunity. Will the program be extended so that all schools are fully serviced?
The member for Murray-Wellington has already drawn attention to the waiting time for
attention at hospitals. I turn to the situation at the casualty section at the Arrnadale-Kelmscott
Hospital where people wait in long lines for attention, particularly over weekends. In the end
some people give up and go home. Can the Minister do anything to alleviate this problem?
At the same hospital there are only 10 units in the paediatric section; six cots and four beds.
As the Armadale-Kehnscott Hospital takes in patients from such a wide area, the number of
units is insufficient. People come in from Byford, Serpentine and Iarrahdale, and if beds are
not available, sometimes children need to be taken elsewhere - either to Fremantle Hospital
or Princess Margaret Hospital. I know that finance is the problem, but [ also know that those
beds are not filled all the time. Finally, I compliment the Government on the extended care
unit at the hospital. Before the last election a sign went up idicating where the unit would
be placed, but after the election the sign came down and we received nothing. I congratulate
the GJovernent on the commencement of that unit.
Mr WILSON: The member for Murray-Wellington referred to the problems he has met in
trying to follow the way in which the year to year health budget is presented. That is a
particular problem this year and I understand the problems he is having in seeking to match
figures relating total expenditure with figures that are presented to explain the revenue which
comes from various sources.
As a result of the negotiations for the new Medicare agreement between the State and
Commonwealth, :he Comnmonwealth has altered the basis of funding. Previously, there were
two streams of funding. As he indicated, there was an identified health grant and there was
also a Medicare compensation grant. As a result of the rearrangement by the
Commonwealth, the Commonwealth has disc ontinuied the grants in their present form and
replaced them with a new grant which is a national pool. All funds have now been brought
together. That has complicated the way in which the Budget figures have to be presented at
the State level because it means that the health grant money which is provided directly and
dedicated for health purposes to the States comes directly to the Health Department. A
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further amount of money from the Commonwealth comes into the State Budget via the State
Treasury, because it comes from the general loan grants that are given to the States. It is then
allocated by the Treasury to the Health Department, so that does not show up in the health
budget.

Mr Bradshaw: You must understand that it is pretty hard to follow.

Mr WILSON: I understand that, but unfortunately the mechanism is difficult to address in
any other way because of the way the new Commonwealth funding arrangements to the
States are made.

Mr Bradshaw: Can't you put down in the amounts the total amount that you spend?

Mr WILSON: If the member looks at the analysis of the expenditure and the revenue
available to the health portfolio, he will see that a State grant covers sections of the Budget
such as central administration, health delivery, hospitals, hospital funds and other things such
as meat inspections, anti smoking campaigns and non Government grants. They all comprise
the State grant which this year totals $729.851I million. On top of that various revenues are
included in the health budget such as local hospital fees which this year totalled
$106.412 million, external revenue which totals $43.94 million, and the Medicare grant
which this year is fairly close to $269 million giving a total revenue amount of
$419.309 million providing for an overall expenditure figure of $1 149 167 000.
Mr Bradshaw: Has the total Commonwealth figure gone down this year compared with
previous years?

Mr WILSON: As a result of the changes which are still to be ratified by the Commonwealth
and the State - it has not been signed yet - the Medicare funding has been arranged to allow
for what was described this year as a revenue neutral situation. However, it was topped up by
other factors including a special program amount for AIDS treatment, a post acute care
initiative and DRO research projects. On top of that there is a provision for guaranteeing an
indexation of the amount over the ensuing five years. That indexation guarantees a growth
factor of approximately $60 million over that period. On top of that again is a figure over
that period of approximately $23 million for special programs and a further figure of about
$10 million for special hospital enhancement funding.

There are some benefits in the way that funding has been rearranged. Certainly, while I think
the member looked at the figures initially and thought there had been a decrease, that was
only because of the rearrangement of funding. However, I have said before and I will say it
again, the formula which has been applied by the Commonwealth and which is referred to as
an age-sex formula, which takes into account changes in the total population and in the
ageing of the population, does not take into account the special difficulties that Western
Australia faces because of its dispersed population and because of the area that the service
must serve in this State.

In our dealings with the Commonwealth we have tried to renegotiate the Medicare
arrangement to obtain adequate compensation for the cost of running hospitals and health
services in Western Australia. At the time that the Federal Budget was announced I said that
Western Australia had been short changed by the formula to the tune of $30 million a year.
In fact, the Commonwealth asked the Grants Commission to devise a formula. It devised a
formula which would have taken into account those factors and which would have given us
another $30 million a year. Unfortunately, the Commonwealth decided that it could not
accept that formula and made the decision, because of the interests of Eastern States - New
South Wales and Victoria in particular and Queensland to some extent - to give them
preferential treatment. It is a factor we will continue to contest with the Commonwealth.
The agreement to address the special needs of funding health services in Western Australia
has not been fintalised.

I appreciate the difficulties experienced in following the health budget figures. The
department will have to consider a more simple means of presenting the figures next year in
order that people will be able to follow the way in which the Health portfolio budget is
presented.

The position of the young head injured is certainly a matter the Government is trying to
address with as much urgency as possible. As the member who raised this matter indicated, it
is not a clear cut situation. Nursing home accommodation is not the only facility required
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by the young head injured. A range of needs have to be addressed. Some people need respite
care and not full nursing home care and other people need a day care service. We have found
that a database is not available to provide us with a picture of what their needs are. An
exercise is currently being undertaken through the health advisory network to obtain a total
assessment of the needs of the head injured and other young disabled groups of people in
Western Australia. We did not want to wait for the end of that process to address the needs,
and that is the reason for the allocation of $500 000. A number of proposals are being
examined and I can advise members that the Bicton Hospital is not included in one of those
proposals. Expression of interest will soon be called for in respect of the future of Bicton
Hospital which will include a provision that it will continue to operate as a private hospital.

Mr Bradshaw: It was looked at originally.

Nfr Lewis: It was announced.

Mr WILSON: [ have already made a statement to the effect that there was confusion between
the two departments when the announcement was made and it is regretted that the confusion
occurred. It has been made clear to all the pantics concerned that that was not to proceed. A
concerned group is now working very hard to complete a plan which should result in a range
of services being available to young disabled people. including head injured people. I hope
the plan is final ised soon and that an early start can be made on addressing those needs.
In the current climate there will always be reference to waiting lists and concerns will be
expressed by people regarding this matter. We do not want the existing situation to continue.
The member referred to the short term blitz programs which have been instigated and they
are proceeding effectively. In the area of cataract extraction programs, major iroads have
been made, to the point where we now have a shorter waiting list for operations. Since the
commnencement of the first program under the auspices of the Lions institute the number of
people on the waiting list for an operation at the Perth teaching hospitals has decreased from
987 to 614. Provision has been made in the Budget for an additional 1 600 operations during
the coming year. We can look forward to that list being dealt with effectively and to fewer
cases of elderly people being severely disabled by cataracts.

The orthopaedic program for joint replacements is also under way and the Budget provides
for an additional 400 operations this financial year. Some inroads have been made into the
waiting list for joint replacement operations, but it has not been as speedy as the reduction in
the waiting list for cataract operations. I do admit there are problems. The Government has
announced that tenders are under way for a new operating theatre at the rehabilitation hospital
which will give added capacity to deal with joint replacement operations. Some difficulties
have been experienced with respect to recruitmnent of the specialised. nurses who are needed.
The public hospital system in Western Australia has been put under additional pressure as a
result of Medicare requirements. I do not believe we have had adequate compensation from
the Commonwealth for those increased requirements. It is a case we are continually putting
to the Commonwealth.

The Government has made major improvements to the salaries and conditions for both nurses
and doctors in its public hospitals. The job they do is important and their needs should be
addressed. It is not just a matter of capital costs and it is not just a matter of providing
facilities; it is a matter of providing more funding to ensure those salaries and conditions are
maintained and enhanced.

I am unable to give an immediate response to the member for Dale's quety about school
nurses, but the matter will be investigated and I will reply to him in writing as soon as
possible. He also raised the matter of paediatric beds, and again it is a matter that I will have
investigated and I will advise him accordingly.

Mr Fred Tubby: What about casualty?

Mr WILSON: The Commissioner for Health has instigated an overall review of all casualty
departments in the metropolitan area. He is expecting a report on that matter by December.
One of the problems about queues at casualty centres - it is common to all Western countries
and to public hospitals throughout Australia - is that there is an increasing number of people
going to casualty centres instead of going to 'their general practitioner. One of the interesting
things we are looking at is the greater involvement of general practitioners in casualty
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centres. The Australian Medical Association has indicated in discussions with me that there
is great scope for that to occur.

Item 1: Central Administration -

Mr BRADSHAW: In the past we have had a problem with dual meat inspections. Has the
dual system now been eliminated completely in Western Australia? Does the Health
Department still carry out any meat inspection services or are meat inspections basically the
responsibility of the shires? I know, for example, that the Harvey Shire employs meat
inspectors to cover the local abattoirs. What inspection services are carried our? Do we still
have the dual meat inspection that was carried out in the past? I am as critical of our
Government as of any other because we allowed that dual service to continue. That meant
that we paid twice to have the same beast examined.

It is time that AIDS was brought into the category of communicable diseases. For some
unknown reason it is not classified as a sexually transmitted disease, but it is time that it was.

There has been an increase in the allocation for the Home and Community Care program.
The figure for administration expenses has jumped from $292 000 to $443 000. Why has
there been such a massive increase?

Mr WILSON: F do not seem to have the details with respect to either of the mailers raised by
the member for Murray-Wellington. I will make a note of his queries and see that he gets a
written reply to them.
Item 2: Health Promotion, Protection and Surveillance -

Mir BRADSHAW: Expenditure on this item last year was $13 780 903; the estimate for this
year is $18 635 000, a significant increase. Health promotion is certainly an important area.
Is the increase attributable to an increase in education programs with regard to AIDS or to
some other factor? I see that expenditure on health promotion and education has increased.
H-as that increase been brought about because of more education programs dealing with AIDS
or has it been brought about because of an increase in the number of programs generally
promoting health?

Mr WILSON: The increases are represented by some new programs, of some of which the
member far Murray-Wellington would be aware. There is a Kimnberley Aboriginal health
program largely associated with improving environmental health in the area.

Mr Bradshaw: That does not come under item 3 in which an Aboriginal health line appears?

Mr WILSON: It comes under the health promotion, protection and surveillance item. The
new breast and cervical cancer screening program has been allocated a total of $1 400 000.
An allocation of $ 100 000 has been made for a new program to try to educate the community
about the problems associated with tranquilliser use. The road trauma unit is being set up in
conjunction with the Ministries of Transport and Police to give us a better tracking of
statistics to do with road accidents and ways in which we can institute better prevention
measures in that area. An allocation of $180 000 has been made for that. An allocation of
$50 000 has been allocated to a new sexually transmitted diseases prevention program for
adolescents. There is also a new pre-school program to warn families about the dangers of
use of swimming pools by pre-school children.

Item 3: Health Delivery Services -

Mr BRADSHAW: The allocation for Aboriginal health has increased by about a third. I
have no complaint about the increase because Aborigines have a specific need because of
their poor health standards. I ani annoyed because the Federal Governent sets up
Aboriginal health services around Western Australia. I wonder whether there has been a lack
of consultation between the State Governiment and the Federal Government. The State
hospital in Camarvon quite adequately looks after the whole population of Camnarvon. Last
year the Federal Goverment in its wisdom set up an Aboriginal medical service in
Carnarvon, thus duplicating services. Onslow has a hospital but no doctor. [ believe there is
a comrmunity of around 700 Aboriginals plus some white people in that commnunity which
has no doctor. The duplication also exists in Port Hedland and some other areas.
We are not talking about a small amount of money. I think it cost a million dollars to put the
service in Carnarvon and it costs half a million dollars to run it. The money would be much
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better spent helping the Aboriginal people in Western Australia. In Carnarvon, for example,
some Aboriginal aides may be needed to help with liaison between the State hospital and the
Aboriginal people, but to set up a whole new system is a complete waste of money. Perhaps
it is time the Federal Government was told to get out of the health area altogether and allow
the State to run it. I am sure the State could run a much more cost effective and efficient
system.

Mr WILSON: An amount of $1.25 million has been set aside for a special new hepatitis B
vaccination program which is considered to be critically needed for the Aboriginal population
in the north of the State.

Mr Bradshaw: I am glad that you are doing char.

Mr LEWIS: As the Minister knows, a major psychiatric hospital is located at Heachcote
within the electorate of East Melville. There has been some confusion about that hospital in
recent years. One of the projections was that Heathcote would be closed by this time. That
announcement may have been made by the former Minister for Health but to date the public
is not aware of the Government's proposals for this hospital. I note that $67 million will be
spent on psychiatric health and I query whether some of that money will be channelled into
Heathcote. What are the plans for this hospital? I am aware that planning consultants were
engaged and they put together plans which were presented to Cabinet, but no decision was
made. There is some apprehension surrounding Heathcote; the Minister may recall that a
former patient from Heathcore was found naked on a roof after he had murdered someone in
Fremnantle, He was removed from the institution six or eight months ago.

Mr Wilson: I know that he was removed after that incident because he was taken into
custody.

Mr LEWIS: The Minister may not be aware that he was walking around the streets of
Applecross knocking on doors two or three days before that incident occurred and there was
much concern at the time. I ask the Minister to explain without equivocation the
Government's intentions for Heathcote Hospital.

Mr WILSON: The situation is as the member has put it; no final decision has been made. I
can say firstly, that any replacement hospital for Heathcote either on that site or anywhere
else will be a hospital replacement. People should not entertain any rumour to the effect that
the patients and the potential patients of that hospital will be created anywhere other than in a
psychiatric hospital. Secondly, with regard to the incident referred to, as a result of that very
unfotmate event an inquiry was held. [ was personally involved in that inquiry, as a result
of which the whole question of security at the existing facility was reviewed. Many
inadequate features of security at that hospital were apparent. They have since been
remedied at my direction and that situation should not arise again.

Without getting into the detail of the case, psychiatrists will say that they are not prepared to
be precise in their defiition of dangerousness when referring to a person with a psychiatric
condition. In some cases of psychiatric illness they cannot predict that a person is likely to be
dangerous. With regard to the case referred to, the person's long history of psychiatric care
had not previously indicated that he was likely to be dangerous. Apart from that, the situation
has been reviewed and secure measures have been adopted which will ensure that it does not
occur again. I have nothing to add with regard to the future of that facility other than to say
that no firn decision has been made.

Mr FRED TUBBY: Early this year an article appeared on the front page of The Western
Mad, before it was bought out, stating that welfare agencies and the Jesus People claimed
that a number of the homeless people appearing on the streets were from institutions which
had closed down. Was an inquiry held to establish whether there was any foundation for that
statement?

Mr WILSON: There is no truth that those people appearing on the streets were from
institutions that had closed down. Since the 1 960s many psychiatric patients who previously
would have been institutionalised have been treated in the community on the basis that they
can be successfully treated either living at home or in hostels. A large number of privately
run psychiatric hostels exist in the metropolitan area in which people are living and being
properly supervised. The issue of people being treated in the community has been addressed
in this Budget with the allocation of $300 000 to establish a 24 hour emergency service -
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which has not previously been available - comprising psychiatric nurses and psychiatrists
who are able to go into homes and hostels with psychiatric patients to deal with any difficult
situations that arise and recommend hospitalisation, where necessary. I have met with
representatives of those agencies; the Government has ongoing discussions with them and as
a result of those discussions the first phase has been the implementation of that 24 hour
emergency service. Further discussions will be held and further attention given to the
accommodation of the needs of the people about whom they expressed concern. Many of
those people are accommodated in the hostels, which did not have the emergency service
available to them.

Mr BRADSHAW: I amn glad that the Minister raised the question of psychiatric hostels. I
am aware that over the years private hostels have been trying to obtain an increase in the
subsidy from the Government. Committees have been set up to investigate those hostels -

one finishes and another starts - but nothing happens to increase the remuneration, which I
think is $1.75 or $2.50 a day for each person. I have visited some of those hostels; they are
not the greatest of places, but they serve a purpose. I guess people get what they pay for.
Those hostels sprung up when a review was carried out years ago of the Claremont Hospital
and it was decided that it was better for patients to be in the community than to be put in
asylums. To my knowledge those hostels have not received an increase in remuneration and
I query whether the Government has yet given an increase.

Mr WILSON: No. In fact, the request for an increase in that subsidy predates this
Government's term in office.

Mr Bradshaw: It has been going on for years.

Mr WILSON: A number of inquiries have been held. The more recent proposal is that we
move to a contract system with those hostels and that they be contracted on the basis of the
level of service that they provide to patients. Negotiations are proceeding at the moment to
progress that proposal, but as yet there has been no increase in subsidies.

Item .4: Hos"itaI Fund - Contribution to Trust Fund Account -

Mr BRADSHAW: This item relates to money paid to the hospitals by the Government. I
asked a question on 13 October relating to the amount of money going to reaching hospitals
because I was amazed at the small increase over last year. For instance, last year the Charles
Gairdner hospital received $97 327 000 and this year $100 766 000, which is about
$3 million more and which is not in line with the CP1. Increases to other hospitals were
similar. Hospitals have been under pressure and there have been wage increases with another
in the pipeline for nurses. In those circumstances they will have a job coping. Earlier in the
year I spoke about the problem the Royal Perth Hospital has with its accident emergency
service. On 21 September the Minister indicated that a $700 000 restructuring of the
emergency department of the Royal Perth Hospital was proceeding. When speaking the day
after, 22 September, I think in the Budget debate, [ thought the Minister was trying to put me
down and I did not appreciate his attitude.

Thbe DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Alexander): Order! Would the member for Murray-
Wellington come to the point. This is not the place for personal explanations.

Mr& BRADSHAW. I have to explain what I am talking about as that is part of it all. On 22
September the Minister for Health said that $700 000 had been set aside for restructuring of
the casualty section of the Royal Perth Hospital and indicated that I should have known it has
its own budget. I placed a question on notice asking would he produce the Royal Perth
Hospital budget which showed 5700 000 had been allocated for that upgrading. It seems that
the Royal Perth Hospital has worked mailers out so that there was not $700 000 in the budget
but an initial allocation of $200 000 in 1988-89 and the balance over the next two years. The
improvement to the emergency service could be funded from internal resources, A
subsequent communication said that was not so and in response to a request from the hospital
the Governiment agreed to provide a special grant of $350 000 to allow the work to be
completed in the next financial year.

from what I could gather no money had been put aside for the accident emergency service. I
had been told that they had no money for that service and that the Minister came up with
$350 000 which they had to match and which they had to rake from other areas of the Royal
Perth Hospital. I think the Minister was misleading mec in that regard.
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Mr Wilson: No, I was not, and I can explain that.

Mr FRED TUBBY: There was $100 million cut from operating and other subsidies which
was reduced from $527 million to $423 million. Why was that?
Mr WILSON: In response to the member for Murray-Wellington in respect of the emergency
section of the Royal Perth Hospital, the initial advice I gave him was in accordance with
advice I received in a report from the Conmmissioner of Health. It is a fact that thai hospital
had already begun those alterations when I was speaking and I saw them when I visited the
hospital. They were under way and had been funded from internal resources. The hospital
had taken a decision to do that so that was in its budget. It planned to fund that from internal
resources over two years. When we received the subsequent report from the hospital the
commissioner made the decision to allow the hospital to speed up that work by matching the
amount by 50 per cent, the initial resources they had allocated for that work this year, so that
work will be completed early. That is how that statement came to be made.

In relation to the question asked by the member for Dale, that apparent anomaly is relaxed to
the change in Commonwealth funding arrangements so while it appears as though there has
been a decrease, in fact the apparent discrepancy is made up for by the new Commonwealth
funding arrangements. Some of the funding is now coming through the general loan funds
and is allocated directly through Treasury rather than through the health budget and the
hospital fund.

Item 6: Anti-Smoking Campaign - Contribution to Trust Fund Account -
Mr BRADSHAW: Some of the States are setting up trusts and taking money from tobacco
revenue to use in competition with the tobacco industry in funding sports programs, etc. I
notice that that amount has remained the same at $2 million for the past three or four years.
IHas the Government any intention of following that move in Victoria, and [ think in South
Australia, where money will be put aside in the way [ have just outlined. They are doing that
now in Western Australia by sponsoring different sporting programs such as the Wildcats,
and I think a cycling program earlier this year, so that is done to some extent but they are
obviously not into the big time sports such as cricket and football, although they may sponsor
one team.

Mr Wilson: Junior development.

Mr BRADSHAW: Is the Government into that area?

Mr WILSON: The Government is monitoring closely the developments in Victoria and
South Australia. They are obviously associated with increased taxes on cigarettes.

Mr Bradshaw interjected.

Mr WILSON: No; much larger increases in taxes on cigarettes, which is the source of the
funding for those foundations. I[understand that the Liberal Government in New South
Wales, and the Minister for Health, Mr Collins, are locking at introducing such legislation in
New South Wales. We are monitoring the outcome of those programs, but currently have no
plans to introduce similar programs here. We believe our Quit program is one of the most
successful program in the world. The leader of that program, Mfichael Daube, has recently
been appointed as an Assistant Commissioner of the Department of Health. I believe he has a
worldwide reputation for the success of that program in Western Australia.

Item 7: Home and Community Care Program -

Mrt BRADSHAW: The Opposition supports this program but has reservations about how it
has been set up. We need to try to keep people in their homes because the cost of
institutionalising them in nursing homes and hostels is very expensive for the Government
and the taxpayers. We have a dual system where the State Government commrittee assesses
the applications; the approved applications are then sent to Canberra for assessment; and
eventualily the applicants are told whether they will receive funding. That duplication is
unnecessary. The Federal Government is being willy nilly in the way it carries out this
program. I mention as an example the Harvey health and welfare committee, which applied
for funding, and received it, yet if we go up the track to Waroona, which does not have such a
committee, it tends to miss out on being serviced under that program. The program should be
coordinated so that all areas of Western Australia can be serviced by it.
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Mr WILSON: It is obvious that under any program, some applications will be successful and
some will not. The basis upon which people have access to the program is by means of a
fully advertised system, where people are invited at various times during the year to make
applications, which are then processed. I admit that in the past, the reference from State to
Commnonwealth Ministers, and the other administrative procedures, have been unduly
clumsy. There has been a review of those procedures, and they have now been streamrlined,
so we will not be incurring delays in having to refer applications from the State to the
Commonwealth. There has recently been a review of the HACC program, which is to be
submnitted to State and Commonwealth Ministers at a Ministers' meeting early next year. I
look forward to seeing many of the difficulties being ironed out as a result of that review.

Division 54 put and passed.
Division 55: Authority for Intellectually Handicapped Persons, $61 117 000 -
Mr BRADSHAW: There has been a substantial increase in the funding for this authority. I
have some reservations about the move towards what is comnmonly called normalisation
because it could result in a more expensive system. The Spastic Welfare Association had a
facility in Mt Lawley which housed 16 people, and it was told by the Commonwealth
Government that if it did not change that system, the Commonwealth would cut off fuinding
for that facility. So the association built four houses, and put four people into each of the
houses. It then found that the Commonwealth Government gave it exactly the same amount
of money. That money covered only three of the four houses, so the association had to raise
its own funds to run one of the houses.

Mr Donovan: They only built three. They dropped off the fourth one because it was to be
for respite care.

Mr BRADSHAW: I cannot remember the number of houses, but I know one of them had to
be funded by the association. People in Western Australia are on waiting lists to be looked
after by the Slow Learning Children's Group, the Spastic Welfare Association, or Irrabeena,
and if we are going to add to costs in this way it will mean either that we will have to provide
more funding - which does not appear to be forthcoming - or that fewer people will be
serviced.

I recently visited the Slow Learning Children's Group home at High Wycombe. I thought it
was a magnificent place, with nice parklands surrounding it. I was told that home had to go
because it was not acceptable to the Government - I am not sure whether that was the State or
Federal Government. I thought it was a tremendous place, and a lot of people would give
their eye teeth to live under those circumstances. I notice that the Pyrton Centre was to be
abolished, but will now be upgraded.

Mr Wilson: It was not going to be abolished.

Mr BRADSHAW: I was under the impression that it was because I had parents ringing me
and writing to me, saying that their children were going to be taken out of Pyrton and put into
other homes because Pyrton was to be abolished. I was talking recently to someone from
Irrabeena, who told me that Pyrton was to be upgraded. This is a step in the right direction
because the parents were extremely concerned that their children could not remain in a
normal type of house or community. A lot of these people are severely mentally or
physically handicapped, or both, and need to live in institutionalised circumstances. An
advantage of having them in the one area is that if they need to be serviced by
physiotherapists or speech therapists, those people will find it easier to go to one place to visit
them, rather than having to traipse all over the suburbs, which will add to the cost of their
services. I am concerned about this push towards normalisation which is not always
necessarily in the best interests of the people concerned. I am not saying it is not always
acceptable; some people have the sort of handicap which will enable them to live out in the
community, but many cannot do that. Commonsense has to be used.

Mr WILSON: With respect to Pyrton, a number of proposals were put by the authority for
intellectually handicapped persons. Some of those which comprised the draft plan to look at
wholesale deinstitutionalisation were not accepted. That was not approved. What is being
looked at now is a more gradual process to allow those people currently at Pyrton and other
places who can cope with smaller domestic scale accommodation in the community to be
provided for in that way. Others who will never be able to cope with that should not be
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expected to, therefore the future use of the facilities and space at Pyrton needs to be looked at
over the longer term. We will be moving very gradually for redevelopment in terms of
smaller scale accommodation for those who can cope with it and for those who are happy for
their children to live in that sort of accommodation. There will continue to be a need for a
different kind of accommodation similar to that already available. It is generally accepted
that that is the best way to proceed.

Division 55 put and passed.

Division 56: Western Australian Alcohol and Drug Authority, $8 615 000 -
Mr BRADSHAW: I noticed in the newspaper yesterday something about drugs being the
cause of offences in prison. Apparently 50 per cent of blood and urine samples taken during
the year contained either drugs or alcohol. I wonder how these prisoners are obtaining
alcohol and drugs in gaol. That is probably why they were sent to prison in the first place. I
wonder whether any program to rehabilitate these people has been set up so that when they
are released they can get away from the problems which probably put them in prison in the
first place.

I also notice there is an Aboriginal Substance Abuse Program, though with $37 000 it must
be pretty low profile.

Mr Wilson: It has $377 000.
Mr BRADSHAW: I wonder how effective that program has been. I see the figure of
$37 000 is for the people administrating it. We are still tied up with the National Campaign
Against Ding Abuse. I have not noticed a lot happening, although a lot of money is being put
aside for it. What is happening with regard to the educational programs?

Together with many other people, I am interested in the life education centres; I think they
are called something else in Western Australia. I see them as being a good opportunity for
school children to be educated against drug abuse. A unit is being set up in Perth, and a
group in Bunbury is trying to raise the necessary money, which is I think $300 000. A year
or two ago the State Government magnanimously gave $20 000 towards this. I thought that
was a lump sum payment, but I find now that when the centre wants to move the caravan it
applies to the Government for the funds to move it, which amounts to $80 at a time. The
$20 000 will probably last quite a few years at that rate. The Government might have been a
little more generous, because [ regard this as a very worthwhile program, although some
people in the Health Department do not seem to see it in the same light.

Mr WILSON: In the first place the Alcohol and Drug Authority does not have any programs
in prisons. Any programs conducted in prisons would be the responsibility of the Department
of Corrective Services.

Mr Bradshaw: I thought the experts would have done it.
Mr WILSON: I do not know what the Department of Corrective Services would be doing.
Presumably it has its own experts with regard to the administration and conduct of programs
in prisons. I do not know what the situation is.

With respect to the last matter the member referred to concerning life education programs,
while he says they have considerable support in other States, that is not the case, although it
is the case in New South Wales. However, the new Minister for Health in New South Wales
has instituted a wholesale review of Government funding for that service. We have taken the
view that until that review is completed in New South Wales we should not do anything.

Mr Bradshaw: They may be rejecting everything.

Mr WILSON: I thought the member would have approved.

Mr Bradshaw: Of a review?

Mr WI1LSON: Yes.
Mr Bradshaw: I think it is a good review. I do not think you should let everything go on
willy nifly for ever.

Mr WILSON: I thought it was as a result of concerns expressed. The view we have taken is
that as they have seen fit to undertake that review, we should look at it before making any
decisions about increasing funding to that organisation.
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Division 56 put and passed.
Division 57: Police, $218 946 000 -
Mr CASH: 1 commence my comments this morning by noting same words which were sent
to me the other day and which I believe reflect the view of many people in the community of
this Government's support or lack of support for the Police Force. Those words are -

Empty rhetoric and promises are symbolic of the Labor Party because when all is said
and done, they have no commitment to law and order.

That was sent to me by someone who has a very close association with the Police Force and
has been able to watch the deterioration generally of the Western Australia Police Force and,
worse than that, the situation in respect of law and order in thi State over the last five years.

The Budget this year calls for an amount of $218.9 million. I noticed that at the
commencement of this sitting the Minister for Police and Emergency Services tabled the
annual report of the Commissioner of Police for the year 1987-88. Members will recall that
as a result of persistent questioning by the Opposition over a long period of time we have
been able to convince the Government that there is a need to address the question of
manpower in the Police Force. How often have I stood in this place and accused the
Government of not having sufficient police officers to do the very important police work in
this State, only to be told by consecutive Ministers - and we have now had five police
Ministers in this State in the last few years - that there is sufficient manpower and everything
is under control?

Mr Can: That is not what any of those Ministers said.
Mr CASH: It did not take long for the member for Geraldton to come in, and as he is one of
those failed police Ministers whom we have seen in this Stare in the last few years I can
understand his concern to cover up the real situation. He knows what it is like - he was the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services when it started to go bad. HeI has seen the
effect -

Mr Can: The effect of the previous Liberal Government's failure to provide police officers.

Mr CASH: The Minister should not get upset. He has seen the effect of the breakdown of
law and order in his own town of Geraldton. Only recently a very serious riot took place in
that town and, as he well knows as the local member, many people pointed the finger at him
and said he was one of the contributing factors to that riot because of the lack of work he did
as Minister and, worse than that, the lack of support generally that he has given the Police
Force.
But I return to the annual report tabled in Parliament yesterday. I note that in respect of
police strength the report says that in [984 - I assume these figures are as at 30 June in each
of these year's - there were 2 887 police officers in this State; in 1985, 2 975; in 1986, 3 121;
in 1987, 3 287; and in 1988. 3 242. Those are the commuissioner's own figures 1 am quoting
from, and they clearly demonstrate that there were fewer police officers in Western Australia
on 30 June 1988 than there were on 30 June 1987.
Mr Can: You know that relates to the dates of graduation of intakes.

Mr CASH: I now ask the member for Geraldton whether he disbelieves those figures. Does
he say the Commissioner of Police is misleading the Committee when he claims these figures
to be accurate?
Mr Cart: You know that those figures represent the graduation dates of graduation classes.

Mr CASH: No, he dues not - he would not dare do that. In fact he will run for cover and
claim that I have not added in the next graduation class.
Mr Carr: One year had a class that graduated just before the end of June and the other did
not. That is why you have that discrepancy.
Mr CASH: I knew the member would find some sort of excuse.

Mr Cart It does happen to be an explanation.

Mr CASH: I knew he would say anything so long as he covered the situation.
MW Canr: You talk about other people saying anything! 'Make-it-up Mt Lawley", they call
him!
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Mr CASH: I knew I could rely on the member for Geraldton to come up with an excuse.
Mr Pearce: Do you warnt me ro reserve the next space in The West Australian's editorial for
you?

Mr CASH: The Leader of the House can if he wants to. Is he suggesting The West
Australian will pick up the issue of the breakdown of law and order and run that?

Mr Pearce: No, I am suggesting you are putting yourself in the same category as the member
for Cottesloc.

Mr CASH: Before the Minister starts saying those silly things I invite him to think back to
about 24 hours ago when we were talking about the transport budget, when he was silly
enough to claim on the spur of the moment that the north metropolitan rail system would be
in operation and carrying passengers within the next 12 months.

Mr Blaikie: That is like the Prime Minister saying there will be no child living in poverty by
1990.
Mr Bradshaw: It is like this Government saying, as it said in January 1986, that a block of
land would be set aside in Pinjarra for a high school. We are still waiting for it, and that was
three years ago.

Mr Pearce: It was set aside.

Mir Bradshaw. It was not, because I put a question on notice and asked the Minister for
Works and Services. No land!

Mr Pearce: You should have asked the Minister for Education'~ I could have told you, and
she could have too.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Thomas): Order! This is very interesting but we will return
to the Division before the Committee and hear the member for Mt Lawley.

Mr CASH: I just make the point to the Leader of the House that he should never cast the first
Stone when it comes to claiming that some members may make misleading statements in this
Chamber, because in fact he is the specialist in doing that.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If the member has any points to make he should make them to
me.
Mr CASH: Mr Deputy Chairman, I am saying that the Leader of the House is a specialist at
saying anything at any time to try to overcome a difficult situation, only to find sometimes
that that rebounds. Oh, surely I am not going to lose the member for Geraldton. I was
relying on him to make some decent interjections. I am disappointed he is going because I
wanted to talkc about the riot in Geraldton arid the problem he has with the Aboriginal
community that has been causing trouble in that town. Perhaps we can take it up at some
other time when I am up in the Geraldton area doing some doorknocking, supporting Vic
McCabe. I wish the member for Geraldton a good trip.

Mr Lewis: Where is the Minister for Police and Emergency Services? Has he gone to
Kalgoorlie?

Mr CASH: I was just going to ask that question, and I do so now through you, Mr Deputy
Chairman. I ask the Leader of the House: Just where is the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services? We are talking about a budget of $2 18.946 million for the Police
Force. I have now been on my feet for eight minutes and I note that the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services still has not entered the Chamber.

Mr Pearce: The answer is that I am doing the debate for the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services.

Mr CASH-: I see.

Mr Blaikie: That is typical of that Minister. He ran out on the health budget a year or two
ago.
Mlr CASH: That is right. Was it last year or the year before?

Mr Pearce: Wait a minute. I arranged with your deputy leader, whom we have not seen for
nine or 10 hours now, that we would get through the Budget to the end of the police section.
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Mr CASH: And that is what we are doing.
Mr Pearce: I will tell you what you are doing. You are placing a strain on the whole staff of
the whole place, including Hansard. You knew perfectly well the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services was required to go to Kalgoorlie at 5.30 this morning. I warned you
about that in advance.
Mr CASH: Why did not the Minister switch something around at two o'clock this morning?

Mr Pearce: Because I am not going to give you an incentive to filibuster.

Mr CASH: I repeat the words with which I began. They are absolutely accurate words, now
confirmed by the fact that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is not even in this
Chamber to discuss the Budget. Those words were -

Empty rhetoric and promises are symbolic of the Labor Party because when all is said
and done, they have no commitment to law and order.

That surely is the classic example. Mr Deputy Chairman, in view of the fact that the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services is not here, I move -

That you do now report progress.
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (8)
Mr Blaikie Mr Cash Mr I-assel] Mr Fred Tubby
Mr Bradshaw Mr Grayden Mr Lewis Mr Greig (Teller)

Noes (22)

Dr Alexander Dr Gallop Mr Pearce Nits Watkins
Mrs Beggs Mrs Henderson Mr Read Dr Watson
Mr Bertramn Mr Gordon Hill Mr Ripper Mr Wilson
Mr Burkert Mr Hodge Mr D.L. Smith Mrs Buchanan (Teller)
Mr Cunningham Mr Marlborough Mr PiJ. Smith
Mr Donovan Mr Parker Mr Troy

Pairs
Ayes

Mr Crane
Mr Reg Tubby
Mr Clarke
Mr Macinnon
Mr Mens ares
Mr Maslen
Mr House
Mr Cowan

Noes
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Taylor
Dr Lawrence
Mr Evans
Mr Peter Dewding
Mr Grill
Mr Canr
Mr Bridge

Question thus negatived.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMVAN (Mr Thomas): Order! Before the debate resumes I would draw
the attention of members to the lateness of the hour and the extent to which that is placing a
strain on the staff. Therefore, I ask members to conduct themselves in an orderly manner.
Mr Cash: Mr Deputy Chairman -

Mr Pearce: Mr Deputy Chairman -

Mr Blaikie: Hang on.
Mr Pearce: The member for Mt Lawley has finished his speech.

Mr Cash: I was standing for the call. I caned for the attention of the Chair.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: By moving that the Chamber report progress, the member
ended his contribution to the debate.
Mr BLAIKIE: I also want to make a few comments on the subject of police, if the Leader of'
the House does not mind.
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Mr Pearce: Actually I had the call but I will give it to you.
Mr BLAMK.E: [ thank the Leader of the House for his cooperation.

Mr Pearce: I hope it will be reciprocated.

Mr BLAMKE: I assure the Leader of the House that when he is a member of the Opposition
we will have regard for today and treat him favourably.
The Budget allocation for police is one of great importance. Already the Government has
held a seminar in the Dunsborough area and I want it stated for the record that as far as I am
concerned it is important that a police station be built in that area and properly manned.
There has been a significant and rapid development of that area and quite frankly the police at
Busselton cannot cope with the problem of law and order. Already on weekends when
people urgently ury to find a policeman, they invariably are put through to the police station at
Bunbury. By the time the police reach Yallingup, for example, it is three-quarters of an hour
to an hour later. Police in country areas are very important The same situation occurs at
Augusta, which is an important and busy town. In the 1983 election, and repeated again in
1986, the Government made a commitment to establish police stations at Capel and
Dardanup. The member for MitcheUl was very much to the fore in requesting those stations
and in telling the public that he was going to ensure the police stations were established. The
electorate has changed; the promise has not been kept and there is no police station at Capel -

Mrt D.L. Smith interjected.

Mr BLAIKIE: As far as I am concerned the Police Force will be adequately funded and will
therefore have a sufficient number of staff to meet the demand in those areas.
Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! I really do not want any interjections.

Mr BLAMKE: The matter to which I want to refer is the riots which took place at Halls
Creek and Geraldton. It is a matter about which all members of this place have grave
concern, particularly in respect of the consequences of those riots, one of which was
precipitated by the unfortunate death of Eddie Cameron. The Government must answer a
number of questions. Firstly it needs to be understood and placed on the record that on the
day of Eddie Cameron's funeral the Government had a Cabinet meeting in Geraldron. I
believe the Government should have shown wisdom and not proceeded with that Cabinet
meeting on that day. It is past history and I do not want to claim hindsight after the event, but
had [ been a member of the Government and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs I would have
recommended to my colleagues not to proceed with the Cabinet meeting. Holding that
meeting at that time was tantamount to waving a red rag at a bull. Members can lay whatever
allegations they want in respect of whether the riots were planned, fixed or otherwise, but a
flashpoint emerged and the end result was that the people of Geraldton finished up with a riot
on their hands - a riot which most people found distastefulI. Quite frankly it is indicative of a
Government out of control. The Government has a lot to answer for in that regard. When
one speaks to the people of Geraldton, particularly members of the Aboriginal community,
one finds that some members of that community left the town because they did not want to be
associated with that riot. Since then we have seen riots at Halls Creek and Cue. There is also
the question of black deaths in custody.

The situation is one of concern to all people. Notwithstanding the concerns for the
Aboriginal community, criticism can be lodged against that community. A great deal of
responsibility should be taken by members of Parliament to be more understanding of the
reasons white people react. We should ensure that promises will be kept; we should
understand why people become frustrated, and we should realise that there are grave
concerns about the situation in the wider community. I echo that concern. Many young
Aboriginal people axe involved in crime in a significant way. The Government can play an
important part in providing a window of opportunity for these people to become more
gainfully employed.
In recent days, Mr Reg Trigg of the Insurance Council of Australia revealed a startling
increase in juvenile crime and an increase in the number of Aboriginal children involved.
The Police Force is not coping at all because the crime wave is almost out of control. The
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tragedy is that law and order is a very significant issue in the community. Bearing i mind
that the Government sets the Notice Paper and determines what is to be debated and when,
that the Minister is not here to provide answers to questions relating to the administration of
his portfolio is typical of him. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services'
administration is pathetic and law anid order is running amuck. The statistics prove this.
Mr Pearce: It is typical of your windbagging. If the Opposition had handled debate in
accordance with the agreement made we would have had all the discussions on the police
portfolio already.
Mr BLAIKIE: This could have been brought on five or six hours ago. This is typical of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, who has not been in this Chamber ou previous
occasions for Budget items in his portfolio. This Parliament should record its complete
displeasure for the Minister's disregard.

Committee to Divide

Mr PEARCE: I move -

That the Committee do now divide.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (22)
Dr Alexander Dr Gallop Mr Pearce Mrs Watkins
Mrs Beggs Mis Henderson Mr Read Dr Watson
Mr Bertram Mr Gordon Hill Mr Ripper Mr Wilson
Mr Burkett Mr Hodge Mr D.L. Smith Mrs Buchaman (Teller)
Mr Cunninghami Mr Marlborough Mr P.i. Smith
Mr Donovan Mr Parker Mr Troy

Noes (8)
Mr Blaikie Mr Cash Mir Hassell Mr Fred Tubby
Mr Bradshaw Mr Grayden Mr Lewis Mr Greig (Teller)

Pains
Ayes Noes

Mr Tonm Jones Mr Crane
Mr Taylor Mr Reg Tubby
Dr Lawrence Mr Clarke
Mr Evans Mr Macinnon
Mr Peter Dowding Mr Mensaros
Mr Grill Mr Maslen
Mr Can Mr House
Mr Bridge Mr Cowan

Question thus passed.
Division 57 put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (22)
Dr Alexander
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
MrBurkett
Mr Cunningham
Mr Donovan

Mrt Blaikie
Mrt Bradshaw

Dr Gallop
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge
Mr Marlborough
Mr Parker

Mr Cash
Mr Grayden

b& Pearce
h& Read
Mr Ripper
M& D.L. Smith
Mr P.]. Smt
Mr Troy

Noes (8)
Mr Hassell
Mr Lewis

Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Wr Wilson

Mrs Buchanan (Teller)

Mr Fred Tubby
Mr Greig (Teller)
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Ayes

Mr Tomn Jones
Mr Taylor
Dr Lawnr re
Mr Evans
Mr Peter Dowding

fr Grin
Mr Carr
Mr Bridge

[ASSEMBLY]

pairs

Noes
Mr Crane
Mr Reg Tabby
Mr Clarko
Mr Macnnon
Mr Meosaros
Mr Maslen
Mr House
Mr Cowan

Division 57 thus passed.
Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit again, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the
House).

House adjourned at 6.11 am (Friday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

FISHING - FISHERIES INSPECTORS
Temporary Employment - Summer Season

1422. Mr CASH to the Minister for Fisheries:

Is it intended to appoint temporary fisheries inspectors during the forthcoming
summer period and, if so, will he advise how many temporary officers are to
be employed, what training are they to be given and what is the period of their
employment?

Mr GRILL replied:

Six temporary, part time officers are to be employed to assist with overseeing
the metropolitan abalone season. They will be employed from late October to
late January, working weekends and public holidays and some weekdays.
They are to be employed essentially to undertake a high profile public
awareness campaign concerning abalone fishing rules and will not be expected
to undertake complex enforcement tasks which will continue to be undertaken
by existing fisheries officers. They are to receive one week's initial training.
In addition, I am discussing avenues to provide an increase in fisheries
inspectors in the south west region.

GERRITSEN, MR RON - POSITION
1654. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is a Mr Ron Gerritsen an adviser to the Minister?

(2) If so, what position does he hold?

(3) Is it correct that Mr Gerritsen is also still a Vice President of the Australian
Meat Employees Union?

Mr GRILL replied:

(l)-(2)
Mr Jeroen Gerritsen is employed in my office as a technical consultant.

(3) Yes.

FISHING - FEDERAL FISHERIES ACT 1952
Amendments - Allocating Fishing Rights

1669. Mr CASH to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Is he aware of the intention of the Federal Government to amend the
Commonwealth Fisheries Act 1952 to provide additional new methods for
allocating fishing rights through auction, tender and ballot?

(2) Does he support the proposed changes and, if not, will he advise on those
changes that he does not support?

(3) Will he advise the Commonwealth Minister for Fisheries that any changes to
the Commonwealth Fisheries Act should not proceed until then?

(4) (a) Is full consultation with the fishing industry in Western Australia
taking place; and

(b) if not, why not?
Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes, although it needs to be fully appreciated that these proposals could apply
only to the minority of fisheries off the Western Australian coast where the
Commonwealth has jurisdiction and not to the majority of fisheries which
have recently come under exclusive State control pursuant to the
Commonwealth/State constitutional settlement.

(2) Commonwealth legislation to provide for an array of methods for the
allocation of limited entry access to fish resources, including auction, tender
and ballot, is not unreasonable.
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The discussion paper has been widely distributed by the Australian Fisheries
Service including to all holders of a Commonwealth fishing boat licence. The
document includes a statement by the Commonwealth Minister for Primary
Industries and Energy that any allocation method will not be introduced
without full consultation wit industry in each fishery concerned. He has also
said that the use of such a system would be inappropriate in mature, managed
fisheries where the difficult access issues have been examined and decisions
already taken.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Fisheries - Vinyl Chloride Monomer, Ethylene Dichioride Exports

1674. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) Through which fisheries will ships exporting VCM and EDC from the

petrochemical plant pass?
(2) Has any assessment been made of the effect of contamination of these

fisheries in the event of a leakage of VCM or EDC, or in the event of such a
ship sinking?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The Cockburn Sound multispecies fishery, the metropolitan purse seine

fishery, the south west inshore trawl fishery and the western rock lobster
fishery.

(2) As one of the conditions imposed by the Minister for Environment on the
project, the proponent is required to prepare an environmental management
program for all aspects of export operations. The matter of protection of
fisheries will be addressed as part of that program.

ROTI-IWELLS LTD -GOVERNMENT INDEMNITY
Retirement -Government Liability

1683. Mr HASSELL to the Premier
(1) Further to question 1587 of 1988, what is meant by the statement that the

"facility under which the indemnity was given has been repaid and retired"?
(2) Is part of the meaning of that expression that the State paid out moneys under

the indemnity which it gave?
(3) If so when, and how much was paid?
(4) Has he been advised that if Rothwells Ltd goes into liquidation within a

defined period there will remain a State liability for that period?
(5) Did the terms of the indemnity given by the State include a provision that

there be some continuing liability on the part of the State after the indemnity -

(a) expired at the end of its term;
(b) was withdrawn?

(6) Did any arrangement in connection with the early retirement of the Rothwells
guarantee mean that there is some continuing contingent liability on the part of
the State?

(7) Were the fees paid the full sum referred to under the Deputy Premier's
statement to the House last year?

(8) How was the fee calculated?
(9) Do any fees remain to be paid?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Rothwells Ltd has repaid its debt of $150 million to the National Australia

Bank. The Government's indenmity relates to this debt.
(2) No.
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(3) Not applicable.

(4)-(5)
See the answer to pant (6) of this question.

(6) It is more accurate to refer to the Government's undertaking as an indemnity.
The bill acceptance facility to which the indemnity applied has been retired. I
am advised that the possibility of there being a continuing contingent liability
is doubtful as there is considerable doubt as to whether the National Australia
Bank could be called upon to disgorge the discharged facility in the event of a
liquidation of Rothwells.

(7) Yes, with the exception referred to in part (9) of this answer.

(8) One per cent per annum for the unused portion of the facility and
1,875 per cent per annumn for the portion of the facility that is used. The
facility required that the fees for each month be deducted by the National
Australia Bank and be forwarded to the Treasurer within seven days of the end
of each month.

(9) October 1988 fees have not yet been finally determined and therefore are yet
to be paid.

ALLEN, VERITY -LANDCORP

Employment -Terms

1686. Mir LEWIS to the Treasurer:

(1) Is Verity Allen of 4 Stanley Street, Nedlands employed in any way by
LandCarp?

(2) If yes, what are the terms of the employment or contract relevant to -

(a) appointment date;

(b) posit ion or contract task; and

(c) length or period of contract or employment?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Contract for part time employment as a consultant was executed in
May 1988. Other part time consultancy arrangements existed between
January 1988 and May L988;

(b) executive officer of the East Perth project - part rime; and

(c) unspecified.

FORESTRY - TREE CORPORATION
WA Development Corporation - Involvement

1696. Mr B LALKIE to the Premier:

(1) Will he provide details of the Government's. proposed Tree Corporation, arid
what role will be undertaken by WADC or any of its subsidiaries?

(2) Does the Government intend to involve any of the State's resources, such as
land, forest hardwood or pine, and, if so, would he provide details?

(3) Does the Government still intend to issue a prospectus calling for public
subscriptions before the end of 1988?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) See answer to question 1695. Neither the Western Australian Development
Corporation nor any of its subsidiaries have been involved, or are liely to be
involved, in the development of any hardwood afforestation program.

(2)-(3)
As above.
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LAND - PRIVATE
Fencing of Remnant Vegetation - Government Subsidy

1700. Mr BLALKIE to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Has the Government considered providing a subsidy for fencing of remnant
vegetation on private land?

(2) Can be advise whether the subsidy is to be on a $1 for $1 basis?

(3) When does the Governiment propose to

(a) announce; and

(b) implement this proposal?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1)-(2)
Yes.

(3) (a) 30 October;, and

(b) as soon as possible.

LAND - SALINITY
Losses - Senator Cook, Newspaper Article

1704. Mr B LAIKTE to the Minister for Agriculture:

Following a report in The West Australian of 21 September 1988 by Senator
Cook that -

"In Western Australia 30 000 hectares of land is lost to salinity each
year...

can he advise whether the informration is factual?

Mr GRILL replied:

Assessment of the area of salt affected land in the agricultural areas of
Western Australia has been done by fanner surveys by the Australian Bureau
of Statistics in 1955, 1962, 1974, 1979 and 1984. The annual rate of increase
between surveys ranges from 5.5 per cent to 9.75 per cent with a long term
average of 7.5 per cent. It is currently estimated that there are 31t5 000
hectares of once productive land affected by salinity and thus the rate of
increase could be as low as 17 300 hectares per annum up to 30 700 hectares
per annum. The actual rate of increase is very seasonally dependent. Senator
Cook's figure is within the range of estimates.

HAIRDRESSERS - SALONS
Saturday Afternoon Trading - Exemption

1762. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Labour:

(1) Has he approved for hairdressing salons to be exempted from Saturday
afternoon trading?

(2) If so, when?

(3) If not, will these businesses be exempted?

Mr TROY replied:

I refer the member to question on notice 1796 of 1988.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT - SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Promotional Overseas Trips

1768. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for The South West:

(1) How many promotional trips overseas have been taken by officers of the
South West Development Authority in the last two years?
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(2) Who went on these promotional trips?
(3) What has been the cost?
(4) Would he please give a break down of these costs?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Since January 1987, there have been eight trips.
(2) At various times the following four have represented the authority -

Director
Executive Director
Director, Information and Marketing
Director of Investment and Development.

(3) $110 065.50.
(4) The costs are difficult to break down and include all costs associated with the

promotions borne by the authority; for example, assistance with freighting
samples, fees, hire of venues, equipment, and assistance given to
manufacturers in presenting displays of Western Australian products. It is
known that $7 million has been invested in the south west by business
migration in the last financial year as a direct result of South West
Development Authority's overseas promotions. The promotions have led to a
penetration of the overseas market by the south west manufacturers in jarrah
furniture, fashion, perfume, dried flowers, meat, agricultural products arid
seafood. One juice firm established a substantial overseas market after
participating in a promotion in Hong Kong. A tourist resort has been booked
out by four South East Asian tour operators for the six months following
participation in a promotion in Singapore. As a result of the last promotional
visit, the first ever travel trade mission to Western Australia from South East
Asia has been organised. The total costs for the past two years have been -

Air fares $23 868.00

Accommodation
Travel costs
Overseas promotion fees
Assistance to WA firns
Venues $81 934.21

Freight S4Z3
$110065.50

FISHERIES - CRAYFISH
Export. Tokyo - Qanras Freight Space Allocation

1773. Mr CASH to the Minister for Fisheries:
Further to question 471 of 1988, can he confirm whether Qantas has restored
in full the air freight space allocation for the export of live rock lobster to
Tokyo?

Mr GRILL replied:
As a result of discussions between the Preier and Mr Menadue of Qantas,
die airline gave an undertaking to provide air cargo space for Western
Australian live lobster of eight pallets per week ex Sydney and six pallets per
week ex Perth. Industry representatives have now indicted to me that Qantas
has yet to confirm the details of timnetables to allow the industry to arrange its
product for export. I have requested Qantas to provide, as a matter of
urgency, full details of arrangements for shipments. I have also written to Mr
Menadue requesting this information. Qantas has now indicated that it can
confinn specific details of availability in respect of seven of the eight pallets.
Qantas advise that the final timetables for all eight pallets should be available
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from Qantas by tomorrow morning. There is some problem about transport by
air of one pallet from Perth to Sydney. Qantas has suggested that industry
should make its own arrangements in respect of trans-Australian transport of
that pallet. I have also undertaken to monitor the situation as the season
progresses.

LAND - RESERVES
No 36997, Wembley Downs - Class, Purpose. 1980

1780. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Lands:

(t) In 1980 what class of reserve and for what purpose was the land bordered by
Empire Avenue, Tuscany Way, Mantua Crescent and subdivided lots 165 and
167, and known as reserve No 36997 in Wembley Downs?

(2) In 1980 in which entity/authority was this reserve vested and for what
purpose?

(3) Is this land described in (1) above still Crown land with the same vesting, or
has there been a change of ownership and/or vesting?

(4) If answer to (3) indicates chat there has been a change, who is/are the owner/s
of the land now?

(5) If answer to (3) indicates no change, is it intended to alter the character of the
reserve from being Crown land to be alienated to some person or legal entity
and, if so, to whom?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) Reserve No 36997 is a C class reserve and was gazetted on 12 December 1980

for the current purpose of "Government requirements".
(2) The reserve is unvested.
(3) The land described in (1) is still Crown land.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) An eight metre encroachment - comprising 245 square metres - adjoining Lot

167 is currently being sold to the owner of that property.

LAND - RESERVES
No 36997, Wemnbley Downs - Subdivision Proposals

178 1. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Is it proposed that the land bordered by Empire Avenue, Tuscany Way,

Mantua Crescent and subdivided lots 165 and 167 in Wembley Downs be
subdivided?

(2) If so, when and by whom?
(3) What is the proposed method of retail sales of subdivided blocks;, viz, auction,

tender, private sale, or other?
(4) Has any part of this land described in (1) above been alienated to private

citizens or has any undertaking, option, etc been given to do so?
(5) If answer to (4) is in the affirmative, will she please detail the land/s which

has/have been so alienated or undertaken to be alienated?
(6) Have any blocks subdivided or to be subdivided been pre-sold or optionel?
(7) If so, when and to whom?
Mrs HENDERSON replied;
(1I)-(7)

The only firm conuninnent for the land given at this stage is for the inclusion
of an eight metre - 245 square metre - encroachment on to the reserve into the
adjoining Lot 167.
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EDUCATION - TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION
Perth Technical College Site - Department Occupation, Relocation

1783. Mr CASH to the Minister assisting the Minister for Education with TAPE:
(1) Which TAFE departments currently occupy the Perth Technical College site

in Perth?
(2) When are the remaining TAPE departments due to vacate the Perth Technical

College site?
(3) Where are these departments to be relocated?
(4) Has the proposed relocation of these departments been discussed with, and

agreed to, by staff and students and, if not, why not?
(5) (a) Where is the graphic design section of the school of art and design to

be relocated;
(b) are the premises ready for immediate occupation;
(c) if not, why not; and
(d) when will the premises be available to both staff arid students?

Mr CORDON HELL replied:
I assume the member is referring to the St George's Terrace site, as there is
clearly more than one.
(1) Printing Studies;

Refrigeration and Airconditioning Studies;
Graphic Art and Design Studies; and
Dental Clinic Assisting Course.

(2) ALl departments are scheduled to vacate the St George's Terrace site
by 18 December 1988.

(3) Printing Studies and Dental Clinic Assisting Course to a new facility in
Subiaco as an annex to Wembley College of TAPE;
Refrigeration and Airconditioning Studies to a new building on the
Carlisle College of TAPE site; and
Graphic Ant and Design Studies to a new Perth Technical College
facility in Aberdeen Street.

(4) The arrangements for the actual relocation to the new facilities have
been and are currently being discussed in detail with Perth Technical
College administration and staff, who have agreed to endeavour to
meet the relocation schedule.

(5) (a) See answer to (3); and
(b)-(d)

Construction work on the new facilities is nearing completion.
The new Graphic Art and Design Department of the Perth
College of TAFE will be available for the 1989 academic
year.

ROTUWELLS LTD - GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE
Retirement - Confirmzation

1785. Mr MENSAROS to the Prem-ier:
(1) In view of M~r Nobby Clark's statement on the Channel 9 "Business Sunday"

program on 6 November 1988 - viz, "certainly the ($150 million) indemnity
which the Western Australian Covenunenr gave to support that (Roihwell's
credit) line, that is still in existence and of course we would rely upon that in
the event of need -" is he still maintaining his and the Deputy Premier's
repeated statements that the Rothweils $150 000 million loan guarantee has
been finally retired and cannot be called upon?
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(2) If not, what made him, and when did he, change his mind?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1)-(2)

See answer to question without notice 317, 8 November.
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT

Financial Obligations - Government Assistance
1786. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

Averting to his reply to question 1581 of 1988, would he please let me know
which pants of his referred answer to question 1526 gives the reply to my
question; viz, "Can he give an absolute undertaking that neither the
Government nor any of its instrmentalities or agencies will under any
circumstances directly or indirectly assist the project, should it fail to honour
any of its obligations connected with the conditions of the Joan agreement
with the financiers?"

Mr PARKER replied:
The answer to question 1526, part (6) of (4)-(11), deals with the financing
aspects of the project. I consider this gives an adequate reply to this question.

AGRICULTURE - LICE
Control Program - Money Raised, 1987-88

1791. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) With regard to the lice control program in Western Australia established by an
Act of this Parliament last year, what was the total amount of money raised in
the year from I July 1987 to 30 June 1988?

(2) Was the total amount of money raised in 1987-88 expended?
(3) What was the surplus/shortfall in 1987-88 from the fund?
(4) (a) How many extra employees were employed to administer the lice

eradication scheme;
(b) who were they; and
(c) in what towns were they based?

(5) Were any of the scheme members who are employed by the special levy on
farmers based in the city?

(6) How many vehicles were purchased specifically for the assistance of the
administration of this scheme in the year 1987-88?

(7) What was the total cost of the purchase of these vehicles in the year 1987-88?
(8) What percentage of the State's sheep flock has tested positive to lice in 1987-

88?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) $499 379.43.
(2) No.
(3) The surplus of $247 632.05 in 1987-88 occurred due to a late start on the lice

detection tests and a change in the strategy of field visits. The surplus will be
expended across the remaining years of the campaign. Changes in strategy
and the application of current and surplus funds have been considered and
endorsed by the sheep Lice eradication conmmittee.

(4) (a) Three;
(b) inspector (1), clerks (2); and
(c) Albany (inspector); Perth (clerks).
It should be noted, however, that participation in the lice eradication program
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forms part of the duties of all field staff of the animal health division in the
agricultural areas, including some 30 stock inspectors.

(5) Yes, two clerks.
(6) Fourteen. The purchase of the vehicles was agreed with industry to improve

the mobility of stock inspectors working on the program.
(7) $150 724.93.
(8) Twenty eight per cent positive.

POLICE - BESTRY, MR R.
Complaints - Commissioner of Police, Extension of Time

1792. Mr COWAN to the Premier
(1) Is it a fact that in May 1988 the Parliamentary Commissioner for

Administrative Investigations received a complaint about the actions of certain
police officers from Mr R. Bestry?

(2) If yes, how many times has the Commissioner of Police been granted an
extension of time to answer the complaint?

(3) Has Mr Besnry been informed -

(a) that the extensions of time were granted; and
(b) the reasons for the extensions of time being granted?

(4) On what grounds did the Commissioner of Police apply for and gain the
several extensions of time?

(5) Is there any limit to the number of extensions of time that may be granted?
(6) Is he satisfied that all reasonable steps are being taken to investigate Mr

Bestry 's complaint?
(7) How much longer does he expect the investigation to take?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

Since the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations is
not responsible to me but to Parliament direct I have referred your question to
him. He has advised me that be will discuss the matter with you.

HAIRDRESSERS - MASTER HAIRDRESSERS ASSOCIATION
Saturday Afternoon Trading - Exemption Application

1796. Mr CASH to the Minister for Labour:
(1) Has the Master Hairdressers Association made application for exemption from

Saturday afternoon trading?
(2) If yes, does he propose to support the application and, if not, why not, and

when wilt the association be informed of the decision?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) A decision will be announced shortly.

MOTOR VEHICLES -REGISTRAT7ON

Processing Delays -Revenue Loss
1797. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) What are the reasons for the delays being experienced in the processing of
motor vehicle registrations?

(2) Is the Government losing revenue by delaying the banking of cheques for
motor vehicle registrations and, if so, what action does he propose to take to
rectify this situation?
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Mr TAYLOR replied:.

(1 )-(2)
Currently there is a two day turn around in the processing of postal
remittances for motor vehicle registrations.

PROSTITUTION -FEMALE CHILD
Kalgoorlie -Investigation

1800. Mr LIGHTFOOT to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Is he aware that a 16 year old female child worked as a prostitute in
Kalgoorlie?

(2) Has he initiated an investigation into the allegations?

(3) If yes, are prosecutions imminent?

(4) If yes, what are the charges?

(5) If no to (3), why are prosecutions not to be initiated?

(6) At what age is it acceptable for Western Australian females to work as
prostitutes in his electorate?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(I) I became aware of this matter on reading a newspaper article and requested a
report from police on the matter.

(2) The police initiated their own investigations and have also at my request
submitted a report.

(3) A 32 year old woman was arrested on 18 October 1988 and charged with
procuring a girl to become an inmate of a brothel.

(4) Answered by (3).

(5) Not applicable.

(6) Premises at Kalgoorlie and in the metropolitan area come within the existing
police containment policy and under this policy femnales working in those
premises must be over 21 years of age. Police advice is that the Kalgoorlie
brothel owner sent the girl back to Perth after one day when she ascertained
that the girl was under the age of 21 years.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Industrial Accidents - Safety Methods

1803. Mr WATT to Whe Minister for Environment:
(1) In connection with the proposed petrochemical plant at Kwinana, will he

please provide details of any plans to deal with a serious industrial accideni?

(2) What will be the method of dealing with a marine accident involving the
spillage of EDC or VCM. into Cockbumn Sound?

(3) If residents of the area are forced to evacuate their homes because of an
accident at the plant or in Cockbumn Sound, will compensation be paid and, if
so, by whom?

Mr HODGE replied:

Plans to deal with any accidents involving the petrochemical plant at Kwinana
are addressed at two levels: First, details concerning the plant will form part
of the environmental management program required under the environmental
conditions set on the proposal, which must be fulfilled before commissioning,
and secondly as part of the overall Kwinana emergency plan and port safety
management plan currently being prepared by relevant Government agencies.

(3) If this unlikely event arose, claims for compensation would undoubtedly be
determined in accordance with due legal processes.
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LAND - NATIONAL PARKS
Warren - Management Plan Approval

1806. Mr WATT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Is there an approved management plan forthe Warren National Park?

(2) If yes -

(a) on what date was it completed and when did it receive ministerial
approval;

(b) on what date was it endorsed by the National Parks and Nature
Conservation Authority;

(c) on what date was it released for public comment; and

(d) when will the plan be reviewed?

(3) If no to (1), when will a draft management plan be released for public
comment?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Western Australia presently has 56 national parks and some 1 100 nature
reserves for which there is a statutory requirement to prepare management
plans. As all plans cannot be completed concurrently, a priority schedule is
established in accordance with conservation priorities. Preparation of the
management plan for this park is not yet of the highest prionty.

ENVIRONMENT - SYSTEM 6 RECOMMENDATIONS
Areas M61, M80, CI I - Implementation Progress

1807. Mr WATT to the Minister for Environment:

Would he please provide details of progress on implementation of the
following System 6 recommendations -

(a) Area M61 - Aquatic Reserve Attadale;

(b) area M80 - Darling Scarp; and

(c) area CII - Reserves Uduniung Brook?

Mr HODGE replied:

(a) When the relevant aquatic legislation is promulgated this recommendation will
be progressed;

(b) the Red Book task force is currently addressing this recommendation; and

(c) Reserve C965 is being amended to conservation of flora and fauna. Wit
regard to Reserve C227028, the Main Roads Department is extracting gravel in
accordance with conditions set by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management.

ENVIRONMENT - SYSTEM 6 RECOMMENDATIONS
Areas C2, C37, M60 - Implementation Progress

1808. Mr WAIT to the Minister for Environment:

Would he please provide details of progress implementation of the following
System 6 recommendations -

(a) Area C22- Moore Rivers National Park;

(b) area C 37 - Brookton and Albany Highways; and

(c) area M60 - Aquatic Reserve South Perth?

Mr HODGE replied:

(a) Implementation of the recommendations in area C2 is being progressed by the
Red Book task force;
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(b) the area is to remain as State forest and a management plan will be prepared
by CALM which adopts the principle of multiple land use. The plan will be
made available for public input; and

(c) when the relevant aquatic reserve legislation is promulgated this
recommendation will be progressed.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS -COMMUNITIES
Leases - 1988

1815. Mr BLALKIE to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Would he provide full details of all leases to Aboriginal commnunities made
this year?

(2) H-ow many requests for leases are pending, and would he provide full derails?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) As at 10 November 1988, 29 99-year leases have been granted to Aboriginal
communities in 1988.

(2) As at 10 November 1988, 38 requests from Aboriginal communities for
99-year leases are pending. I will provide the details requested by the member
in writing as soon as possible.

AGRICULTURE - DEPARTMENT
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Commission, Federal

Proposal - Rural Landowners, Effects

18 18. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) What discussion has his department had to ascertain the effects on rural
landowners of the Federal Government's proposed Aboriginal and Tonres
Strait Islanders Commuission?

(2) (a) Who was involved in the discussions;

(b) when were they held;

(c) with whom;

(d) where; and
(e) with what result?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) There have been no formal discussions of this topic by the Department of
Agriculture. However, I have had discussions with the national Farmers
Federation and the Pastoralists and Graziers Association. As a result my
concern in respect of the proposed legislation has been conveyed to the
Premier's office, which has taken ir up with Canberra.

(2) Not applicable.

CONNELL, MR LAURIE - CHAIRMAN APPOINTMENT
Mear Marketing Corporation, WA Meat Commission - Meetings

1820. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Since Mr Laurie Connell's appointment as chairman of the -

(a) Meat Marketing Corporation;, and

(b) WA Meat Commission,
how many meetings have been held, and how many were attended by Mr
Connell in each organisation?
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Mr GRILL replied:

Dates of No o No
Appointment Meetings Attended

(a) Meat Marketing
Corporation 1.7.86-30.6.88 20 13

(b) Meat Commission 1.7.87-30.6.90 16* 44**
S Mr Connell was not advised of his appointment until after the July 1987

meeting and therefore did not attend the meeting.

** Mr ILee-Steere, Mr Coneil's deputy, attended five meetings in Mr ConneDl's
absence.

MEAT MARKETING CORPORATION - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MEAT
COMMISSION

Moneys Invested - Rothwells Ltd, Laurie Cannel!

1821. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Did the -
(a) Meat Marketing Corporation; and

(b) WA Meat Commission
at any time have moneys invested with Rochwells or any of the companies
associated with Laurie Connell, and would he provide details of amount of
deposits, date of investments made, date of withdrawal and amounts involved?

(2) Further to (1), does either body currently have any moneys with Rothwells or
Connell associated companies and, if so, would he provide details?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1)-(2)
No.

TRAFFIC - CROSSWALK ATTENDANT
Bussell Highway - Student Assistance

1822- Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) What decision has he made regarding the appointment of a funl time crosswalk
attendant on Russell Highway to assist students to attend safely the -

(a) Margaret River playschool;,

(b) Margaret River Primary School; and

(c) Margaret River High School?

(2) What is the cost of a full time crosswalk attendant?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) A decision cannot be made until inquiries by the Commissioner of Police are
complete and results examined by the school crossings road safety committee
on 24 November.

(2) $69.60 weekly.

PORTS AND HARB OURS - MARINE PARKS
Mannion. Ningaloo - Regulfations, Conservation and Land

Management Act
1824. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

What regulations, if any, specifically relating to marine parks have been
introduced under the Conservation and Land Management Act or under the
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 in respect of the Marmion and Ningaloo
marine parks?

I564971-1A
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Mr HODGE replied:
A review of regulations under the Conservation and Land Management Act
1984 which will apply to all land and water managed by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management is well uinder way. The Wildlife
Conservation Act 1950 applies to marine reserves, with invertebrate fauna
within marine reserves having been declared to be protected fauna in the It
December 1987 Government Gazette. Regulations prescribed under the
Fisheries Act 1905 also apply to marine reserves.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - MARINE PARKS
Marmion. Ningatoc - Regulations. Fisheries Act 1905

1825. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Fisheries:

What regulations, if any, specifically relating to marine parks have been
introduced under the Fisheries Act 1905 in respect of the Mannion and
Ningaloo Marine Parks?

Mr GRILL replied:

No specific regulations have been made under the Fisheries Act 1905 in
respect of the Marinion and Ningaloo Marine Parks. However, notices have
been made under the Fisheries Act 1905 as follows -

(i) Marmnion Marine Park -

Notices Nos 280, 281, 282 and 283 published in the Government
Gazette, No 116 of It December 1987. A copy of the notices is
tabled.

(ii) Ningaloo Marine Park -

(a) An area extending 1 200 metres seaward and 2 600 metres
south of Pt Maud is closed to all fishing. This closure has been
in effect since 24 October 1975. A replacement notice is to be
published in the Government Gazette on 11 November 1988;
and

(b) notice No 261 published in the Government Gazette, No 62. of
26 June 1987 prohibits the taking of fish by means of traps and
notice No 298 published in the Government Gazette, No 43, of
13 May 1988 prohibits trawling in waters having depths less
than 60 metres north of 230 30' south latitude and west of
114025. east longitude.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - "THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S
TRUST"

Government Agencies - Cost. Distribution
1826. Mr LEWIS to the Treasurer:

(1) What was the total cost of production and distribution in aggregate of all
Government agencies of the recent Government publication "The Western
Australian Women's Trust"?

(2) How many copies have been printed and distributed?

(3) Has a reprint been ordered and what is the expected cost of the reprint and
distribution?

(4) What was the purpose of the publication?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Estimated production cost: $2 000. Distribution cost as per mail out to all
members of Parliament and enclosure with other material to all women's
organisations.

(2) 15 000 printed; 10 000 distributed.
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(3) No.

(4) To publicise the availability of grants under the Western Australian Women's
Trust.

ENVIRONMENT - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTH-ORITY BULLETIN
No 322

Copies - State Planning Commission
1827. Mr CASH to the Minister for Environment:

Did he cause copies of the Environmental Protection Authority bulletin No
322 to be given to the State Planning Commission?

Mr HODGE replied:

Copies of bulletin No 322 were provided to the State Planning Conmission.

PLANNING - DEVELOPMENT
Stephenson Avenue, Lot I - State Planning Commission

Consultations
1828. Mr CASH to the Minister for Environment:

(1) In relation to Lot 1 Stephenson Avenue, City Beach, did he consult with the
State Planning Commission concerning Environmental Protection Authority
bulletin No 322 as required by section 45(l)(b) of the Environmental
Protection Act 1986?

(2) If so, when and in what fonn?

(3) Did the State Planning Commission agree, in terms of section 45(1)(b) of the
Environmental Protection Act 1986. that the proposal the subject of
Environmental Protection Authority bulletin No 322 should not be
implemented?

(4) If the State Planning Commission did not so agree, why did he not appoint an
appeals committee, as required by section 45 (3) of the Act?

Mr HJODGE replied:

(0)43)
See answers to question 1415 (1) and (2) and question 1665 (5b).

(4) Not applicable.

DRAINAGE - DISTRICTS
Rate Notices, 1987-88 - Urban, Rural Areas

1829. Mr B LAIKIE to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) How many drainage rate notices have been sent out to drainage ratepayers in
each drainage district for -

(a) urban; and

(b) rural areas

for the current financial year?

(2) What is the total amount of revenue expected in each category?

(3) What has been the recovery of drainage rates in each category in each
financial year since 1986 to date?

(4) Does the Government intend to recover outstanding rates and, if so, how?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) (a) Metropolitan Urban $153 700
Country Urban 12030

(b) Country Rural 7 100
(2) Metropolitan Urban $8 079 000

Country Urban 199 8(0
Country Rural 805 360
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(3) Payment has been at approximately 90 per cent per annum.

(4) Yes. The authority intends to recover charges which have accrued in
accordance with established procedures adopted by the board.

ABORIGINAL AFEAIRS - COMMUNITIES
Motor Vehicles - Grants, 1984-88

1835. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
Would he provide ful details of financial grants for vehicles or vehicles
purchased provided to Aboriginal communities in each year since 1984?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

Before 1986 my department, the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority, was
not a funding body. In 1986, the joint Commonwealth/State Aboriginal
communities development program was established.

Financial Vehicle Community Funding
Year $
1985-86 Front End Loader Punmu $13 359.50
1986-87 Bus Girrawheen Aboriginal

Youth Group 11 000.00
1986-87 Bus La Grange 10 000.00
1987-88 Falcon Sedan North Metropolitan

Progress Association 14 523.00
1988-89 Bus Moonemia 39482.00
1988-89 4WD Ngoonjuwah 8500.00
1988-89 Bus Beagle Bay A100.DQ

$106 864.50

EDUCATION - PREPRIMARY
Eddystone School - Enrolment Refusals

1840. Mr CASH to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is she aware that parents of preprimary students wishing to enrol at the
Eddystone preprimnary school in 1989 and living only two streets away from
the Eddystone preprimnary school are being advised that their enrolments
cannot be accepted and that the students must attend the IHeathridge
preprimary school located some kilometres away?

(2) What are the reasons for requiring students to travel such unreasonable
distances?

(3) Is theme a lack of preprimary school centres in the Heathridge area?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1)-(3)
The Heathuidge area is served by three Government schools - Heathridge,
Poseidon and Eddystone. Between these three schools there are five
preprimary centres with a total capacity of 270 preprimary children. To date
209 children have been enrolled. Since the distance between Eddystone,
where there is pressure on enrolments, and Heathridge, where there is excess
capacity, is less than one kilometre, I cannot agree with the member's
statement that students are being required to travel 'unreasonable distances".

ROTH WELLS LTD - DEPOSITORS

1841. Mr COURT to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Has he knowledge of who are the depositors in Rothwells Ltd?

(2) If yes, who made this information available to him?
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Mr PARKER replied:

[ am aware of the alleged identity of a number of depositors. The source of
that information includes the memnber for Cottesloe and the depositors
themselves. However, I have never been aware of either a full or even a
partial listing of the depositors of Rothwells as this is rightly a matter far the
institution alone.

POLICE - DEPARTMENT
Telephone Tapping lImplementation - Legislation

1845. Mr COURT to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

When will the Government be introducing legislation to enable the
implementation of new phone tapping procedures by the Police Department?

Mr GRILL replied:

Legislation is being prepared.

ROADS - MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Annual Report 1986-87, p33 - Perth-Bunbury Highway Works

1849. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) With regard to page 33 of the Main Roads Department 1986-87 annual report,
concerning widening and reconstruction of a section of the Perth-Bunbwry
Highway and the provision of three overtaking lanes, what sections of the
route were involved?

(2) On what dates were the local governiment authorities notified of these road
work proposals?

(3) Would he please table a copy of the notifications referred to at (2) above?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The sections involved work located between Estuary Road, Dawesville and Mt
John. The work reported in the 1986-87 Main Roads Department annual
report was an extension of a project commenced in May 1986 as part of the
1985-86 program. Advice was sent to the Shire of Mandurah on 26 July 1985
and 16 December 1986 of the program approvals. Copies of the advice to
council are tabled.

[See paper No 569.]

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT - DEPARTMENT
Dieback - Brochures Issued

185 1. Mr COURT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) What brochures has the Department of Conservation and Land Management
issued in the past three years on the topic of dieback?

(2) What information, instruction and advice has the department specifically
given to shire councils, the Main Roads Department and public utility
authorities operating high risk areas regarding hygiene needs when working
on road reserves and bushland reserves?

(3) What checking is done by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management to assess the effectiveness of its advice and the extent to which it
is observed?

(4) What are the implications to the flora on the State's wide road reserves - for
example, Brand Highway - and adjoining national parks and nature reserves if
proper road work hygiene is not observed in high risk dieback areas?
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Mr HODGE replied:

(1) "Dieback on the South Coast" - January 1986.

"Controlling Dieback in WA's National Parks and
Forests" - Resource Note No 12, June 1987.

"What is Dieback' - Resource Note No 11, June 1987.

"Fitzgerald River National Park - Dieback Control'.

"Dieback Kills Wildflowers".

(2) (a) Provision of primted information;

(b) liaison at the department's district and regional level;

(c) hygiene talks and instructions for equipment operators at Perth in
regional centres;

(d) preparation of the department's seven way test for specific proposals;
and

(e) mapping dieback distribution for specific proposals.

(3) (a) By liaison at the department's district and regional level; and

(b) by supervision of works on high risk sites.

(4) The prime responsibility for hygiene and correct working procedures rests
with the authority proposing the work. CALM's role is to assist and give
advice to these authorities, I cases where roads were established before the
cause of dieback was scientifically recognised, the disease may have
inadvertently been spread years ago. The need for hygiene in current
operations needs to be examined on a case by case basis.

ENVIRONMENT - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY
Rezoning Proposal - Jandakot Mound

1852. Mr COURT to the Minister for Environment:

(1) Is the Environmental Protection Authority considering or has it considered a
proposal to rezone as residential an area of land located over the Jandakot
mound east of Thomsons Lake that is presently zoned rural?

(2) Has the EPA already approved the proposal?

(3) If yes, has the EPA imposed conditions?

(4) What are those conditions?

(5) If not, will the EPA consider the proposal?

(6) If yes, at what level will it consider the proposal and will there be any public
involvement?

Mr HOOCH replied:

(1) Yes.

(2)-(5)
The Environmental Protection Authority assessed the proposal and reported in
May 1987 - bulletin No 277 - and found it environmentally acceptable subject
to a number of conditions, including establishing a package of mechanisms to
control water levels in the area, including drainage options.

(6) To meet the EPA's recommendation the State Planning Commission has
developed a preliminary proposal for a drainage management plan including a
compensating channel. The Environmental Protection Authority has called for
public comment on this preliminary proposal to enable the authority to
determine if the drainage management plan can be implemented to the
authority's satisfaction.
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WATER RESOURCES - JANDAKOT MOUND DEVELOPMENT
Services - Public Costs

1853. Mr COURT to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) In relation to the proposed development of residential land on the Jandakot
mound east of Thomsons Lake, what is the estimated cost to the public of -
(a) the pumping and drainage system including ground water abstraction

system;

(b) the drains necessary to maintain the wetlands;

(c) deep sewerage if provision of deep sewerage is enforced; and

(d) provision of services?

(2) What would be the average cost per block of land of these service provided by
the Government?

(3) Has he requested advice from the Minister for Planning on this rezoning?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

The "in order of' capital costs of the drainage scheme as outlined in
the document "Prelimiinary Proposal for the Drainage Management
Plan for the South Jandakot Area and the Beeliar Compensating
Channel' released for public comment by the State Planning
Commission are $5 million. This does not include any ground water
abstraction costs for public water supply;

(c) the estimated cost of extending the main sewer, submains, pumping
station, and pressure mains is $7.25 million.

(d) the land developers will be responsible for providing water, sewerage
and drainage services within their area.

(2) As the work will be done in stages and all the costs are not available, the
average cost cannot be quoted. Developers will be required to make
appropriate contributions towards the cost of providing headworks. At current
levels these are -

Water $1 064 per Lot
Sewerage 573 per Lot
Drainage 750 per Lot

Because of inflation factors, the actual contribution amount will depend on
when the payment is made.

(3) The State Planning Commission has constantly consulted with the Water
Authority of Western Australia on the rezoning.

ENVIRONMENT - JANDAKOT MOUND DEVELOPMENT
Drain Requirements - Environment Effects

1854. Mr COURT to the Minister for Environment:
Will the proposed residential development of land located over the Jandakot
mound east of Thomsons Lake -

(a) require a massive drain that will pass through the middle of Beeliar
Regional Park;

(b) affect the banksia woodland in an area through the lowering of the
water table; and

(c) damage important wetlands, including the only known breeding
ground of the freckled duck in the Perth metropolitan region?

Mr HODGE replied:

See answers to question 1852.
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WATER RESOURCES - WATER AUTHORITY
Jandakot Mound - Rezoning Opposition

1855. Mr COURT to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Is the Water Authority opposed to.-

(a) the rezoning; and
(b) the housing development proposal for the land located over the

Jandakot mound east of Thomsons Lake that is presently zoned rural?
(2) Has he requested or received advice from the Western Australian Water

Resources Council on this issue?

(3) If yes, what is that advice?
(4) Is he aware that the proposal if implemented -

(a) involves lowering the watertable of the Jandakot mound by
approximately two metres; and

(b) would pose any threat to the ground water through pollution from -

(i) septic tanks;

(ii) fertilisers,

(iii) chemical spills;
(iv) heptachior sprayed on building sites prior to construction; and

(v) leaks from petrol storage tanks?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) Refer to earlier reply to question 172 1.
(2) Yes.

(3) While acknowledging that urban land development must proceed, it is
important that such development should only proceed within areas where there
is no significant risk to the water quality. Council strongly supports the policy
of the Water Authority of Western Australia which opposes land development
in the primary source areas that may adversely impact on water quality.

(4) (a) The Water Authority is aware that the water level may drop up to two
metres in some pants of the proposed urban development. It is
expected that the impact of this will be minimal outside the urban
zoning and the Water Authority is evaluating appropriate management
strategies; and

(b (i) no, the area will be sewered; and

(ii)4(v)
other potential pollution sources can be managed to avoid
contamination.

WATER RESOURCES - WATER AUJTHORiTrY
Ground Water Mounds. Land Use - Policy

1856. Mr COURT to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Does the Water Authority have a policy on land use on ground water mounds?

(2) If yes, what is this policy?

(3) If no, is it developing a policy?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

The answer was fabled.

[See paper No 570.]
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WATER RESOURCES - JANDAKOT MOUND DEVELOPMENT
Ground Water Area - Source Protection

1858. Mr COURT to the Minister for Water Resources:

Is the area proposed to be rezoned as residential located aver the Jandakot
mound east of Thomsons Lake a ground water area established to protect the
purity of the ground water source?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

The land covered by metropolitan region scheme proposed amendment No
741/33A is within the Jandakot public water supply area and Jandakot
underground water pollution control area.

WATER RESOURCES - PERTH
Ground Water Supply - Jandakot Mound Source

1860. Mr COURT to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What proportion of Perth's water supply has come from ground water in each
of the last three years?

(2) Is the Jandakot mound an important source of ground water for Perth's water
supply?

(3) If yes, what is the percentage that it contributes to the metropolitan area's
supply?

Mvr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The proportion of ground water in Perth's public water supply for the last
three years has been as follows -

1985-8 6 33 per cent
1986-87 36 per cent
1987-88 38 per cent

(2) Yes, particularly to meet periods of high demands.

(3) In 1987-88, 2.2 per cent from stage I of the Jandakot ground water scheme.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ROTHWELLS LTD - GOVERNMENT COMMITMENT
Depositors - Apologies

335. Mr MacKIN4NON to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Does the Minister remember his answer to question without notice 420 of 18
November 1987 when he stated -

I have told the people who have invested in Rothwells, and I have also
said to the House ... that Rothwells is in a very privileged position. I
have certainly indicated to people that I believe they could deposit
money in Rothwells with considerable certint....

and the Premier's answer to question without notice 37 of 24 May 1988
wherein he stated -

... we have a commitment which was publicly entered into by the
Government..and, interestingly enough,... people advanced money on
the strength of that commitment. If we were to withdraw that
commitment we would be dishonouring an obligation that we entered
into at the time?

(2) Was the Minister referring to those people who advanced money to Rothwells
on the strength of those commnitments when he said yesterday that depositors
who did not withdraw their money from Rothwells must have been blind,
deaf, illiterate or living in another country?
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(3) Will the Minister apologise to those disadvantaged people in our community
on whom he has cast a slur by this intemperate and ill-considered comment?

Mr PARKER replied:

1 have never heard so much nonsense in the nine years I have been in this
place. I answered that question over one year ago, but my recollection of it
was that the member for Coctesloe had made a statement in this House about
the privileged position Rothwelis was in. [ do not have the Hansard with me
but he said that people were depositing money in Rothwells because it enjoyed
a privileged position by having a Government guarantee. I cannot remember,
one year after the event, the precise question or the precise answer, but I
vividly recall those comments.

In the circumstance where Rothwells had a Government guarantee people
knew they were depositing money in a company which had that guarantee.
The guarantee was for a loan of $150 million to Rothwells. It has been public
knowledge since about 29 July. when the Premier announced it, that the
Government would withdraw its guarantee; it has been public knowledge
since 6 October, when we announced that the withdrawal of the guarantee was
imminent; it has been public knowledge since 16 or 17 October - whatever the
date of the actual withdrawal of the guarantee - that the guarantee had been
withdrawn. AUl that information has been in the public domain.

At the very least it is clear, putting aside the July and earlier October date, that
since 16 or 17 October the Government has not been standing behind
Rothwells. That has been a public position and one that has been well known.
As I said, one would not want to have been reading the newspapers or
listening to the radio and then claim that he did not know that. They are the
comments I have made and I stand by them.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINIfNG - YOUTH
Employment Figures

336. Mr MARLBOROUGH to the Premier:
Would the Premier advise the House of the employment situation for young
people in Western Australia following the release of the Australian Bureau of
Statistics employment figures today?

Mr PETER DOW DING replied:

I thank the member for some notice of the question. If there ever are any
indicators on how Western Australia is going it must be in the area of
employment, particularly in the area of youth employment and unemployment.
Any reforming Government should have a vision about the way in which it
wants to see economic benefits translated back to the community.

The excellent news from the ABS employment figures indicate that Western
Australia now has the lowest level of youth unemployment for 10 years, with
2 600 fewer young people unemployed than in October last year. The
percentage rate is 12.8 per cent compared with 17 per cent in October 1987
and 14.3 per cent in September.

There certainly is no room for complacency. This Government has been
working extremely hard to ensure that there are opportunities for young
people, not by cutting their wages and not by asking them to work for a
pittance, but by ensuring that the economy is healthy and active. As I told the
House before, we have some 14 500 people participating in apprenticeships,
pre-apprenticeship and traineeships. We have the second highest employment
growth in Australia with an annual growth of 5.4 per cent. This is the real
measure of the success of the Labor Government in office. It is the real
measure of the difference between Labor in office and Liberal in office.
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STATE ENERGY COMMISSION - WESTERN COLLIERIES LTD
Advance Payment

337. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Is it correct that the State Energy Commission of Western Australia is looking
at coal delivered to it against the $15 million it has paid Western Collieries
Limited as from last Monday?

(2) Is it legally disputed by Western Collieries that it authorised Mr Lloyd to
accept $15 million which has not been paid to Western Collieries?

(3) Will he avoid answering the question on the spurious grounds that possible
legal proceedings may be prejudiced or does he support the Premier's promise
made on Monday that this Government would be open and accountable?

The SPEAKER: Order! I am a little worried about whether the second part of the
question is seeking a legal opinion. I ask the member to repeat it.

Mr COURT: That part of my question is not seeking a legal opinion. It states -

Is it legally disputed by Western Collieries that it authorised Mr Uloyd
to accept $15 million which has not been paid to Western Collieries?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1)-(3)
I thank the member for that question because it gives me a couple of
opportunities: First, to answer the question and, secondly, to make a comment
in relation to -

Mr Hassell: That will be a new experience for you.

Mr PARKER: Even the member for Cottesloe says that I am good at answering
questions.

Mr Clarko: You will call yourself a statesman next.

Mr PARKER: I am not calling myself anything; I am referring to comments made
about me by the member for Cottesloe.

In tonight's Dailly News it is claimed in an article that I and the Government
had sought to prevent debate on this mailer by claiming that this mailer, which
has been raised by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in question time, was
sub judice. That is not the case. I did not try to prevent debate at all. Anyone
who was in the House at the time would know there was absolutely no attempt
made by me to prevent debate on the subject. Even the Opposition is not
saying that.

Mr Macinnon: That was your hope.

Mr PARKER: I am astonished that any newspaper could print such a suggestion. In
fact, that was only one of a number of inaccuracies in that article, but it is the
only one that pertains to this question.

The position with regard to Western Collieries and the SEC is that the SEC
has claimed that $15 million paid by it in advance is to be offset against future
coal requirements. Discussions have been held today between the SEC,
Western Collieries, CSR and myself. I am pleased to say that those
discussions have been very fruitful and I expect that the matter alluded to by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition will be resolved in fairly short order.

WATER RESOURCES - METIROPOLITAN AREA

338. Mr DONOVAN to the Minister for Water Resources:

Will the Minister inform the House on the current water supply position for
the metropolitan area?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

In anticipation of the rapidly approaching hotter weather - of which we have
had a sample today - it is appropriate to advise the House of the current
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position with respect to metropolitan dams and the provision of water supplies
for the metropolitan area. At 7 November the total metropolitan storage of
water was 271 670 megalitres, which represents almost 50 per cent of the
capacity of the dams. The total water storage capacity is 558 000 megalitres.
It is interesting to compare that figure with those in previous years: In 1987
the metropolitan storage was 194 000, in 1986 it was 250 000 and in 1985 it
was 290 000. From those figures it can be seen that the State is in a safe
position as we approach the summer period.

Mr Blaikie: You had a significant draw off;, you gambled and you were lucky.

Mr BRIDGE: A good gambler must have a fair amount of luck on his side. In
addition, as a result of the weather experienced this year the underground
sources of water have been replenished, so not only is Western Australia in a
favoured position by the darns being 50 per cent full -

Mr Blaikie: Are you talking to God about that too?

Mr BRIDGE: I have friends in all directions, some in high places! The favourable
position of our water supplies, which the member for Vasse suggests was
brought about by luck, can also be attributed in pant to the cooperation we
received from the public with our water conservation program. That program
worked in a very positive way during the summer months last year and the
Government recognises the way in which the people of Western Australia
rallied behind it by supporting that campaign. A number of initiatives have
been put in place to ensure that in the future water supplies for the
metropolitan area are very much in hand.

In the next few days I shall release a document titled 'Water for the 21st
Century", and I am sure members will be interested to read that document
when it is presented. It details many projects including the further extension
of the rural water strategy which is in place and running well in the country
areas, the north west pipeline, and the immediate schemes such as the Pinjar
project and others close to the metropolitan area. This State is in a very
favoured position and with the help of the people in this State, and those above
us, the requirements of the metropolitan area will be well catered for in the
foreseeable future. As a result of the wise and effective policies of this
Government the long term supplies are also well in hand.

ROTHWELLS LTD - PROVISIONAL LIQUIDATOR
R & I Bank - Security

339. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier

(1) Is the Premier aware that the provisional liquidator appointed to Rothwells Ltd
has today indicated that the R & I Bank is not secured for its funds with
Rothweils?

(2) If this is so, how does he explain his and the bank's previous statements that
the deposit is in fact secured?

(3) Following the release of the provisional liquidator's report, what is the
Premier's latest estimate of likely losses to the State Government or its
agencies as a result of the Rothwells' crash?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1)-(3)
I had a discussion today with members of the R & I Bank about another matter
and I asked for confirmation that the bank was secured. I was given an
assurance that the bank is secured. Of course, the bank is entitled to not give
me details of that information.

Mr Macinnon: You are disagreeing with the liquidator.

Mr PETER DOWDING: That is not true at all. The Leader of the Opposition is
suggesting that the bank is not secured, but he is saying that the liquidator has
stated that the bank is not secured against Rothwells. There is a difference. It
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is not a matter of my business or the Leader of the Opposition's business; it is
a matter for the bank.

Mr Macinnon: A statement was released today.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The Leader of the Opposition obviously did not listen. The
bank is a very sound, very commercial and very capable institution in which
the people of Western Australia can have every confidence. If the bank tells
me that it is secured, I accept that absolutely. Its security may not be against
Rothwells; it may well be in some other area. That answers the first part of
the question.

Iamn not in a position to say yet - and the provisional liquidator has made it
clear that he is not in a position to say - what will be the ultimate distribution,
but on the figures released by the provisional liquidator it appears that the
extent of the Government's liability is not $150 million plus but could be
significantly lower at $100 minion. If the Leader of the Opposition had been
at the Press conference today and heard what was said, or if a representative of
his had been there and reported to him, he would know that the provisional
liquidator made that clear. However, we must wait until the liquidator has
completed the job he is working on at present - and that will take more time -
before he can give a more specific answer. Nothing has changed the advice
we have received that the Government's worst case scenario exposure is
$100 million.

WORLD HERITAGE LISTING - MEMBER FOR CO1TESLOE
House's Decision

340. Mr READ to the Minister for Planning:

(M Is the Minister aware of a report by the member for Cottesloe on a decision of
this House on World Heritage listings?

(2) Has the member reported the House's decision accurately?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member for Cottesloe is building up a reputation for unreliability in the
things he says.

Point of Order

Mr MacINNON: The second part of the question is asking for an opinion and that
is out of order, is it not?

The SPEAKER: No, that question is acceptable.

Questions without Notice Resumed

Ms PEARCE: The member for Cottesloe is building up a reputation for being
unreliable in his use of the tmuth and in a whole range of mailers by making
wild and unsubstantiated claims. I do not think the House would have struck a
more blatant way of distorting a decision of this House than the recent Press
release put out by the member for Cottesloe. The House may recall that when
the member for Cottesloc moved a motion with regard to World Heritage
listing for Shark Bay, I moved an amendment which was accepted by a
majority vote of the House and which specifically supported the guarantee that
I gave the people of Shark Bay on behalf of the Government; that is, the
House passed a motion which in specific terms supported the guarantee I gave
to the people of Shark Bay. The member for Cottesloe reported that debate in
a Press release issued on Sunday, 23 October, the Sunday after the debate,
under the heading, "Labor Govemnment Breaks Heritage Listing Promise". It
stated that the Western Australian Labor Government had failed to honour its
own promises about opposing World Heritage listings for WA. That is an
absolutely dishonest reflection on the decision made by the House, supporting
an amendment moved by me to support the guarantee which 1, on behalf of the
Government, had given to the people of Shark Bay.
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In order to report the debate in the way that he has, the member for Contesloe
has been blatantly dishonest with the people of Western Australia. He is
starting to be caught out more and more in this kind of thing. He alleged in a
series of correspondence to his local newspaper in regard to the Buckland Hill
development that the normal planning process was not followed. He said the
following -

The normal planning process has been avoided and public input and
participation have not only been avoided also they have also been
rejected.

If they had been avoided how could they be rejected. When the Chairman of
LandCorp was able to write to the local paper to point out that normal
planning processes had been followed, this is what the lawyer from Cottesloc
had to say -

Clearly LandCorp's chief executive, David Hant, does not understand,
even now, that the normal planning processes have been avoided and
public input and participation have been avoided and rejected.

Listen to this -

In making that statement I am not referring to the technicalities of the
processes required for the approval of the subdivision.

Which is, in plain English, the normal planning process.

Mr Hassell: Planning is more than subdivisions, as the Minister for Planning has
claimed in relation to Mt Claremont.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Cottesloc can twist and turn all he likes, but he is
clearly caught out, as he was caught out on the Shark Bay issue. He is like the
little boy who cried wolf, but he has cried "scandal". People have woken up to
him which they had not done the first four or five times. The people of
Western Australia will come along and gobble him up.

TRANSPORT - TRUCKS
Axle Loading - Regulation Changes

341. Mr SCHELL to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware of recent changes made by the Comnmonwealth
Government to axle loading standards for interstate trucks?

(2) If yes, is he able to inform the House in general tenns what those changes are?

(3) Will the State Government be altering its axle loading regulations so that they
are consistent with die recent changes made by the Commonwealth
Government?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1)-(3)
The basis of the member's question is wrong. There was a meeting of the
Australian Transport Advisory Council, which was a meeting of Ministers last
September, at which the Commonwealth put forward a number of proposals
for uniformity across Australia in a number of areas including axle loadings.
The Commonwealth does not, in fact, control axle loads because each of the
States controls them within its boundaries. Each of the States agreed to a
uniform approach to axle loading and a range of other matters related to mass
and dimension requirements for trucks so that they would be uniform across
Australia- That matter was widely publicised at the time.

This State is moving to put those into effect, I think from 1 January 1989. The
requirements of the agreement between the States was that all States would
seek to do that by 1 January 1989 and all would comply by I July 1989. It is
not a Conmmonwealth change that we are following but an agreement reached
by all the State Ministers. The meeting was last September and I do not carry
in my head specific details of the unifominity of mass and dimension.
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Mr Tray: It is only a half tonne adjustment.
Mr PEARCE: It was a small adjustment. I gave a speech on this mailer today to the

Special Vehicles Institute of Australia. If the member for Mt Marshall puts
that part of his question on notice!I will provide him with the detail.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING - WORK SKILL AUSTRALIA COMPETITION
Perth regional - National Findls

342. Mr THOMAS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Can the Minister report on the Perth regional Work Skill Australia competition
and advise on progress towards the national Work Skill Australia competition
in May 1989?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
The Perth regional Work Skill Australia competition finals were enormously
successful with over 400 competitors competing in 43 different trades and
areas of competition, the largest regional competition in Australia outside of
New South Wales. The competition attracted over 200 sponsoring firms
which donated or loaned to the State Government and the competition around
$3 million worth of equipment to ensure that the competitions were
successful. The result was that there were 40 gold medallists from Western
Australia who will compete at the Burswood Superdome in May next year for
the national Skills finals before the Skils Olympics in Britain in 1989 where
Australia will be represented, and hopefully strongly represented from
Western Australia.

As the Premier said earlier today, we have a proud record of ensuring that our
young people are appropriately trained so as to acquire appropriate skills
before they go into the work force. This competition focuses attention on that
success and endeavours to attract more young people into skills development
and vocational training. In recent times the Opposition has asked a number of
questions in relation to the Work Skill Australia competition. It seems to me
that it may well be starting to formulate policies of its own, or it may be that it
is just now starting to realise that there is such a thing as skills development,
that we are a long way ahead in this area, and is starting to support our
employment and training policies.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN -PREMIER

United States Representatives -Apologies

343. Mr CASH to the Premier:

(1) Will the Premier apologise to the official representatives of the United States
Government for his derogatory and belittling comments made against the
United States and its electoral system at a function organised by the United
States Government at the Sheraton Hotel yesterday?

(2) Will the Premier ensure that in future he will be more circumspect and
diplomatic at such functions and not embarrass the State as he did yesterday?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(l)-(2)
What -

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PETER DOWDING: I was going to say, "What a load of baloney".

The SPEAKER: The question is out of order.

TAXES AND CHARGES - GOLD TAX
No Bar to Growth - Member for Murchison-Eyre

344. Mrs BUCHANAN to the Minister for Agriculture:
Is it correct, as alleged in the Parliament last night by the member for
Murchison-Eyre, and reported in the uncorrected daily Hansard proof of
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Wednesday, 9 November 1988 at pages 70 and 79, that the Minister bad
agreed with Senator Peter Cook, Carst, that a gold tax was no bar to growth
and, secondly, that there had been no downturn in exploration in the
goidmining industry as a result of that tax?

Mr GRILL replied:

I thank the member for the question because it provides me with an
opportunity to clarify the situation and to shed some light on the rather bizarre
allegations made in the Parliament last night by the member for Murchison-
Eyre. I will remind the Parliament what the member for Murchison-Eyre said
at page 79, as follows -

Some time ago I was distressed when I read that Senator Peter Cook,
another traitor to Western Australia, said that a tax on gold was no bar
to growth. The Minister for Agriculture said that he agreed with him.

Point of Order
Mr BLAIKIE: Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to the fact that the Minister is

quoting from an uncorrected copy of H-ansard. My understanding is that that
is not permitted.

The SPEAKER: Before giving a ruling I ask the Minister whether that is, in fact, an
uncorrected copy?

Mr Grill: Yes, it is.

The SPEAKER: It would be appropriate, under the circumstances, for the Minister
for Agriculture not to quote from that excerpt.

Mr PEARCE: Mr Speaker, as a matter of guidance, I understand that the rule with
regard to quoting from uncorrected copy is that people have until midday to
correct copies of Hansard proofs and it is permitted to quote from the
uncorrected copy after 12.00 o'clock.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! It would be appropriate to take the matter one step further.
It is inappropriate for members in this House to quote from uncorrected copy.
It is the obligation of the member who made the speech to have his Hansard
corrections in by midday of the day following that on which the speech was
made. Having done that, however, it is still an obligation on the person
wanting to quote from a document in here to ascertain whether it is a corrected
or uncorrected copy, and if it is uncorrected copy it is not appropriate for the
member to quote from it.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mir GRILL: I abide by your ruling, Mr Speaker, and will rely on my memory of the

situation, which is fairly clear. The member for Murchison-Eyre said last
night in this Parliament - in no uncertain terms - that I had agreed with a
statement made by Senator Peter Cook, the Federal Minister for Resources,
that a tax on gold in Australia was no bar to the growth of the gold industry.
That statement was challenged by the Minister for Regional Development.
The member for Murchison-Eyre then said he would produce a cutting from a
newspaper to verify his statement. He came back to the House, and while I
was present, he repeated that allegation, and went on further to say I said also
that such a tax would not have any effect on exploration. He refused to read
from the Press cutting when I challenged him to do so. I have now obtained a
copy of the Press cutting, and to say it is a perversion of the truth is really an
underestimation of the situation.

Several Opposition members interjected.

Mr GRILL: Do members opposite condone what the member for Murchison-Eyre
did?

Mr Lightfoot: You know all about perversion.
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Mr GRILL: The cutting referred to by the member for Murchison-Eyre is from The
West Australian of 19 October, and is headed, "Grill warns Canberra over gold
tax figures." It goes on to say -

The Federal Government has been warned to tread carefully when
quoting goidmining development figures and its proposed gold tax.

The Minister for Agriculture, Mr Grill, said yesterday that the figures
did not take into account the impact a gold tax would have on the small
prospector and commuunities in the northern and Eastern goldfields.

Mr Grill also beads WA's goidmining policy committee.

He said he agreed with the Federal Minister for Resources, Senator
Cook, that a number of big goidmining developments have been
announced since the tax was mooted.

However, they would have been a fair way down the track before the
tax. "The decision to go ahead with mining would have been affected
more by technological developments, the Australian dollar's exchange
rate and gold price projections," Mr Grill said.
"The real danger is that if a gold tax is introduced, then this further
phase of the industry will not develop and there will be a fairly rapid
decline in mining.
"This will have a disastrous impact on small communities throughout
the Goldfields and on the major centres such as Kalgoorlie, Boulder,
Kambalda and Coolgardie."

Mr Lightfoot: So you did agree with Senator Cook?

Several Opposition members interjected.

Mr GRILL: The members of the Opposition really do expose themselves when they
agree with this. It is clear that the Press statement bears no resemblance to the
allegations made last night by the member for Murchison-Eyre. It really is an
interesting window into the mind of tbe member for Murchison-Eyre when he
can take a Press cutting of this nature and endeavour to pervert it and change it
around in the way that he has. It is also an interesting commentary on the
Leader of the Opposition when he can sit in his seat and support such a
perversion of the facts. If members of the Opposition really think that what
the member for Murchison-Eyre tried to do last night was pretty smart, then
that is a sad coninentary on their ethics, honesty and responsibility to the
people of Western Australia. I believe that if they had an ounce of honesty,
they would call upon their member to withdraw his remarks. They would
dissociate themselves from his remarks and would suggest to the member that
he do the very thing he said he would not do - properly apologise for the
statements he made last night.
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